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(57) Abstract 




An intelligent sheet metal bending system is disclosed, having a cooperative generative planning system. A planning module interacts 
with several espert modules to develop a bending plan. The planning module utilizes a state-space search algorithm. Computerized methods 
are provided for selecting a robot gripper and a repo gripper, and for determining the c^timal placement of such grippers as they are holding 
a workpiece being fomied by the bending apparatus. Computerized methods are provided for selecting tooling to be used by the bending 
apparatus, and for determining a tooling stage layout An operations planning method is provided which allows the bending apparauis to 
be set up concurrently while time<onsuming calculations, such as motion planning, are perfomed. An additional method or system is 
provided for positioning tooling stages by using a backgage guide member which guides placement of a toqjing stage along the die rail 
of the bending apparatus. A method is provided for learning motion control offset values, and for eliminating the need for superfluous 
sensor-based control operations once the motion control offset values are known. The planning system may be used for facilitating functions 
such as design and assembly system, which may perfomi designing, costing, scheduling and/or manufacture and assembly. 
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DESCRIPTION 

mTEUiZGaSNT SYSTEM FOR GENERATING 
AMD EXEC0TIH6 A SHEET METAL BEMDZMG PLAN 

5 RAf!KGRQUWD Of THF. TWVENTIQN 

1. rnpvriqht Notice 

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document 
contains material which is subject to copyright protection. 
The copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile 
10 reproduction by anyone of the patent disclosure, as it appears 
in the Patent and Trademark Office patent files or records, 
but otherwise reserves all copyright rights whatsoever. 

2. Related Ap nllcation Data 

The present disclosure is related to the disclosures 
15 provided in the following U.S. applications filed on even date 
herewith: "Method for Planning/Controlling Robot Motion," 
filed in the names of David Alan Bourne et al. (U.S. Patent 
implication No. 08/338, 115) ; "Methods for Backgaging and 
Sensor-Based Control of Bending Operations, " filed in the 
20 names of David Alan Bourne et al. (U.S. Patent Application 
No. 08/385, 829) ; and "Fingerpad Force Sensing System," filed in 
the names of Anne M. Murray et al. (U.S. Patent J^plication 
No. 08/338, 095) . 

3. rielri nf the Invention 

25 The present invention is directed to methods and 

subsystems which may be provided in an intelligent bent sheet 
metal designing, planning and manufacturing system and the 
like. 

4. Disenssion nf Baekcrronnd Information 

30 Figs. 1-3 illustrate, in a sia?)lified view, an example 

conventional bending workstation 10 for bending a sheet metal 
part (workpiece) 16 under the control of a manually created 
program downloaded to various control devices provided within 
the workstation. The illustrated bending workstation 10 is a 
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BMIOO Amada workstation. 

(a) The Hardware and Tts Qoeration 

Fig. 1 shows an overall simplified view of bending 
workstation 10. Fig. 2 shows a partial view of a press brake 
29, positioned to perform a bend on a workpiece 16. The 
elements shown in Fig. 2 include a robot arm 12 having a robot 
arm gripper 14 grasping a workpiece 16, a punch 18 being held 
by a punch holder 20, and a die 19 which is placed on a die 
rail 22. A backgage mechanism 24 is illustrated to the left 
of punch 18 and die 19. 

As shown in Fig. 1, bending workstation 10 includes four 
significant mechanical coitponents: a press brake 29 for 
bending workpiece 16; a five degree~of-freedom (5 DOF) robotic 
manipulator (robot) 12 for handling and positioning workpiece 
16 within press brake 29; a material loader/unloader (L/UL) 30 
for loading and positioning a blank workpiece at a location 
for robot 12 to grab, and for unloading finished workpieces; 
and a repositioning gripper 32 for holding workpiece 16 while 
robot 12 changes its grasp. 

Press brake 29 includes several coit^jonents as 
illustrated in Figs. 1-3. Viewing Fig. 3, press brake 29 
includes at least one die 19 which is placed on a die rail 22, 
and at least one corresponding punch tool 18 which is held by 
a punch tool holder 20. Press brake 29 further includes a 
backgage mechanism 24. 

As shown in Fig. 2, robot arm 12 includes a robot arm 
gripper 14 which is used to grasp workpiece 16. As shown in 
Fig. 1, material loader/unloader 30 includes several suction 
cups 31 which create ah upwardly directed suction force for 
lifting a sheet metal workpiece 16, thereby allowing L/UL 30 
to pass workpiece 16 to gripper 14 of robot 12, and to 
subsequently retrieve a finished workpiece 16 from gripper 14 
and unload the finished workpiece. 

In operation, loader/unloader (L/UL) 30 will lift a 
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blank workpiece 16 from a receptacle (not shown), and will 
raise and move workpiece 16 to a position to be grabbed by 
gripper 14 of robot 12. Robot 12 then maneuvers itself to a 
position corresponding to a particular bending stage located 
5 within bending workstation 10. Referring to each of Figs. 1 
and 3, stage 1 comprises the stage at the leftmost portion of 
press brake 29, and stage 2 is located to the right of stage 1 

along die rail 22. 

If the first bend is to be made at stage 1, robot 12 

10 will move workpiece 16 to stage 1, and as shown in Fig. 2, 
will maneuver workpiece 16 within press brake 29, at a 
location between punch tool 18 and die 19, until it reaches 
and touches a backstop portion of backgage mechanism 24. With 
the aid of backgage mechanism 24, the position of workpiece 16 

15 is adjusted by robot arm 12. Then, a bend operation is 
performed on workpiece 16 at stage 1. In performing the bend 
operation, die rail 22 moves upward (along a D axis), as 
indicated by the directional arrow A in Fig. 2. As punch tool 
18 and die 19 simultaneously contact workpiece 16, so that 

20 workpiece 16 assumes a relatively stable position within press 
brake 29, gripper 14 will release its grasp on workpiece 16, 
and robot 12 will move gripper 14 away from workpiece 16. 
Press brake 29 will then complete its bending of workpiece 16, 
by completing the upward movement of die 19 until the proper 

25 bend has been formed. 

Once die 19 is engaged against punch tool 18, holding 
workpiece 16 in its bent state, before disengaging die 19 by 
lowering press brake 29, robot arm 12 will reposition its 
robot arm gripper 14 to hold workpiece 16. Once gripper 14 is 

30 holding workpiece 16, die 19 will be disengaged by releasing 
press brake 29. Robot 12 then maneuvers and repositions 
wor]<piece - 16 in order to perform the next bend in the 
particular bend sequence that has been programmed for 
workpiece 16. The next bend within the bend sequence may be 

3 
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performed either at the same stage, or at a different stage, 
such as stage 2, depending upon the type of bends to be 
performed, and the tooling provided within press brake 29. 

Depending upon the next bend to be performed, and the 
5 configuration of wor}qpiece 16, the gripping position of 
gripper 14 may need to be repositioned. Repositioning gripper 
32, shown in Fig. 1, is provided for this purpose. Before 
performing the next bend, for which repositioning of robot 
gripper 14 is needed, workpiece 16 will be moved by robot 12 
10 to repositioning gripper 32. Repositioning gripper 32 will 
then grasp workpiece 16 so that robot gripper 14 can regrip 
workpiece 16 at a location appropriate for the next bend or 
sequence of bends. 

(b) The Contrpl System 

15 The bending workstation 10 illustrated in Fig. 1 is 

controlled by several control devices which are housed 
separately, including an MM20-CAPS interface 40, a press brake 
controller 42, a robot controller 44, and a load/unload unit 
controller 46. Press brake controller 42 comprises an NC9R 

20 press brake controller, and robot controller 44 comprises a 
25B robot controller, which are each supplied by Amada. Each 
of press brake controller 42 and robot controller 44 have 
their own CPU and programming environments. Load/unload unit 
controller 46 coii5)rises a stand alone Programmable Logic 

25 Controller (PLC) , and is wired to respective consoles provided 
for press brake controller 42 and robot controller 44. 

Each of controllers 42, 44, and 46 has a different style 
bus, architecture/ and manufacturer. They are coordinated 
primarily by parallel I/O signals. Serial interfaces are 

30 provided for trsuisporting bending and robot programs to the 
controllers, each of which is programmed in a different manner. 
For example, logic diagrams are used to program the PLC of the 
load/ unload controller 46, and RML is used to program robot 
controller 44. 



4 
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(c) ThP Dpsian/Mannfacture Process 

The overall design/manufacture process for bending sheet 
metal includes several steps. First, a part to be produced is 
typically designed using an appropriate CAD system. Then, a 
5 plan is generated which defines the tooling to be used and a 
sequence of bends to be performed. Once the needed tooling is 
determined, an operator will begin to set up the bending 
workstation. After the workstation is set up, the plan is 
executed, i.e., a workpiece is loaded and operation of the 

10 bending workstation is controlled to execute the complete 
sequence of bends on a blank sheet metal workpiece. The 
results of the initial runs of the bending workstation are 
then fed back to the design step, where appropriate 
modifications may be made in the design of the part in view of 

15 the actual operation of the system. 

In the planning step, a plan is developed for bending 
workstation 10 in order to configure the system to perform a 
sequence of bending operations. Needed hardware must be 
selected, including appropriate dies, punch tools, grippers, 

20 and 50 on. in addition, the bending sequence must be 
determined, which inclikies the ordering and selection of bends 
to be performed by bending workstation 10. In selecting the 
hardware, and in determining the bending sequence, along with 
other parameters, software will be generated to operate 

25 bending workstation 10, so that bending workstation 10 can 
automatically perform various operations of the bending 
process . 

A plan for a BMIOO bending workstation includes 
generated software such as an NC9R press brake program and a 
30 25B PML robot program. Each of these programs may be created 
with the use of an initial part design created from a CAD 
system. Both the robot program and the bending program must 
be developed manually, and are quite labor-intensive. 
Previously developed programs are classified by the number of 
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bends and/or by the directions of the bends. Engineers 
examine each part style to determine if previously developed 
and classified programs may be used or whether a new program 
must be written. However/ since each classified program 
5 typically supports only a narrow range of acceptable part 
dimensions, new programs must frequently be written by the 
engineers. The final RML robot program, when complete, is 
coii?)iled and downloaded by the MM20-CAPS system 40 to robot 
controller 44. The bending program is entered and debugged on 

10 a control pendant provided on press brake controller 42. 
After entering the robot and bending programs into the system, 
an operator performs several manual operations to walk the 
system through the several operations to be performed. For 
exanqple, an operator will manually operate a hand-held pendant 

15 of the robot controller to manually move the robot to the 
loading and unloading positions, after which the interface 
console 40 will store the appropriate locations into the final 
RML program to be compiled and downloaded to robot controller 
44. In addition, in producing the bending program, the 

20 operator may control the system to follow the planned bend 
sequence, in order to determine the values for the backgage 
position (L axis) and the die rail position (D axis) . 

(d) lAtelliffent Manufacturing wgrKstatAons 
Various proposals have been made in order to overcome 
25 many of the drawbacks with prior systems such as the BMIOO 
Amada bending workstation, and research has been conducted in 
the area of intelligent manufacturing workstations. some 
proposed features of intelligent sheet metal bending 
workstations included features such as open architecture, 
30 including open system configurations and distributed decision 
making, and enhanced computer aided design and geometric 
modeling systems . 

A paper entitled "Intelligent Manufacturing 
Workstations" was presented at the 1992 ASME Winter Annual 
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Meeting regarding Knowledge-Based Automation of Processes on 
November 13, 1992 by David Alan Bourne; the content of the 
Paper is expressly incorporated herein by reference in its 
entirety. In the Paper, an intelligent manufacturing 
5 workstation is defined as a self-contained system that takes a 
new design for a part and manufactures it automatically. The 
process is stated to include automated setup, part programming, 
control, and feedback to design. 

The Paper discusses several components of an overall 
10 intelligent manufacturing workstation, including features such 
as open architecture, the use of software modules that 
communicate via a query-based language, part design, 
operations planning, workstation control, and geometric 

modeling. 

15 (1) np«>n arrhitecture 

It has been recognized that an effective intelligent 
manufacturing workstation should have open software, open 
controller and open mechanism architecture. That is, a 
machine tool user operating such a workstation should be able 

20 to add onto the software, the controller, and the mechanism 
architectures of the workstation in order to improve their 
functions . 

(2) gr.f<-ware Mo finVPfi Uslno Ouerv-Based LanoUaQg 
Software modules have been suggested, in the above-noted 

25 paper by David Bourne, for use in an intelligent manufacturing 
workstation. Such modules would be split along knowledge 
boundaries which have been defined in industrial practice, 
including, e.g., tooling, operations, programming, planning 
and design. The software modules would be responsible for 

30 understanding commands and data specifications, and for 
answering questions in their own area of specialty. A 
particular module might be configured to request information 
from other modules so that it has adequate information to 
solve its designated problems, to conrnxunicate in a standard 
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language, and to work on several problenis at once. In 
addition/ each module would know which other module to ask for 
information and provide assistance in formulating a question 
for the receiving module. The general software architecture 
5 proposed in the above-noted Paper is illustrated in Fig. 4. 
The proposed architecture includes a designer 50, a bend 
sequence planner 52, a module 54 for sequence planning, 
execution and error handling, a modeler 56, a module 58 for 
sensor interpretation, and modules 60, 62 for process control 

10 and holding, and fixturing. Each of the modules for sensor 
interpretation 58, process control 60, and holding and 
fixturing 62 are coupled to external machine and sensor drives 
64. A control subsystem 68 is formed by several of the 
modules, including sequence planning, execution and error 

15 handling module 54, modeler 56, and the modules for sensor 
interpretation 58, process control 60 and holding and 
fixturing 62. Control subsystem 68 is shown as being 
implemented within a Chimera operating system. All of the 
xaodules may be connected to other factory systems 66, 

20 including, e.g., systems for scheduling, operations, and 
process planning. 

(3) Ji ^ ^ A^W ^JSiS^ 

Experimentation has been conducted with design tools 
that constantly manage the relationship between a stock part 

25 and a final part as it is applied to sheet metal bending, as 
noted in the above-referenced Paper, and as disclosed by C. 
Wang in "A Parallel Designer for Sheet Metal Parts, " 
Mechanical Engineering Master's Report, Carnegie Mellon (1992), 
the content of which is expressly incorporated herein by 

30 reference in its entirety. The design information, which may 
be described in 3D, or as a 2D flat pattern, is automatically 
laaintained (in parallel) with another representation of the 
developing part. In this way, a connection between each of 
the features of the initial stock part and the final part is 
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maintained. 

(4) The Planning System 

Once the design is conplete, a planner typically then 
produces a plan which will later be used to execute the 
5 manufacturing process. The plan includes several instructions 
regarding the sequencing of machine operations to produce the 
desired part. An optimal plan will result in a reduction of 
setup time/ a reduction in the existence of scrap after 
production of the parts, an increase in part quality, and an 

ID increase in production rate. To promulgate such advantages, 
the above-noted Paper recommends that as much specific 
knowledge as possible be separated from the planner so that 
the planner can be easily adapted to different machines and 
processes. A "query-based" planning system is thus proposed 

15 which shifts the eic^Jhasis of the planner to asking expert 
questions, rather than attempting to act as a self-contained 
expert. 

(5) Workstation Control 

The above-noted Paper proposes that the controller use 
20 an off-the-shelf engineering UNIX workstation as the core 
computing resource. The workstation may include in its back- 
plane an extension rack of special-purpose ,boards and an 
additional CPU that runs with a real-time version of the UNIX 
operating system, called CHIMERA-II. See, e.g., STEWART et 
25 al,. Robotics Institute Technical Report, entitled "CHIMERA 
II: A Real-Time UNIX-Compatible Multiprocessor Operating 
System for Sensor Based Control Applications," Carnegie Mellon, 
CMU-RI-TR-89-24 (1989), the content of which is expressly 
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety. 
30 (6) Geometric Modeling 

Geometric modeling is an * important component in 
intelligent machining workstations ; Several modelers have 
been experimented with during a project in the Robotics 
Institute at Carnegie Mellon University. A geometric modeler 
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called "NOODLES" has been proposed for use as a modeler in an 
intelligent manufacturing workstation. The NOODLES modeler is 
discussed by GURSOZ et al., in "Boolean Set operations on non- 
manifold boundary representation objects," in Computer hi<A9<A 
5 Design . Butterworth-Heinenmann LTD., Vol. 23, No. 1, January, 
1991, the content of which expressly incorporated by reference 
herein in its entirety. The NOODLES system makes far fewer 
assumptions about what constitutes valid edge topologies, and 
thus overcomes problems with other modeling systems, which 

10 would enter into infinite loops when the edge topology of a 
geometric model would violate system assumptions. 
5. Tprm Definitions 

For purposes of clarification, and to assist readers in 
an understanding of the present invention, the following terms 

15 and acronyms used herein are defined. 

bending apparatus/bending workstation - a workstation or 
apparatus for performing modern sheet metal working functions, 
including bend operations. 

bending sheets of malleable material - working of sheets 

20 of malleable material, such as sheet metal, including, and not 
limited to, i^-action air bending, V bending, R bending, 
hemming, seaming, coining, bottoming, forming, wiping, folding 
type bending, custom bending, and so on. 

operations plan - a sequence of operations to be 

25 performed by a part forming apparatus in order to form a 
finished part from a piece of unfinished material. In the 
context of bend sequence planning, an operations plan (bend 
sequence plan) coii?>rises a sequence of operations to be 
performed by a bending apparatus for bending workpieces 

30 comprising sheets of malleable material, the sequence of 
operations including a bend sequences which includes all of the 
bends needed to form a finished bent workpiece. 

subplan - a portion of a conqplete operations plan. In 
the context of bend sequence planning, a subplan comprises a 
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part of the information needed to set up and/or control a 
bending workstation/apparatus. 

SUMMARY o r THE I^?VENTION 
In view of the above, the present invention, through one 
5 or more of its various aspects and/or embodiments, is thus 
presented to bring about one or more objects and advantages, 
such as those noted below. 

Generally speaking, it is an object of the present 
invention to provide an intelligent bending workstation 

10 environment/ system which may be easily upgraded and integrated 
with additional or alternate hardware and software modules* A 
further object is to provide such a system which can be used 
to economically produce very small batch sizes (of one or more 
workpieces) with high quality, and in a short amount of time. 

15 In addition, an object is to provide such a system that is 
flexible and that is able to accommodate new and different 
part styles in the design and manufacture process. The system 
of the present invention is intended to operate efficiently in 
large volume production, and to learn from initial production 

20 runs in order to maximize efficiency. 

An additional object of the invention is to maintain 
quality of the produced parts throughout the process, and to 
avoid errors and collisions during execution of the process by 
the bending workstation. It is a further object of the 

25 present invention to provide an intelligent sheet metal 
bending workstation which makes small batches of sheet metal 
parts from CAD descriptions. In this regard, a process 
planner is provided that selects the necessary hardware (e.g., 
dies, punches, grippers, sensors) to be utilized by the 

30 bending workstation, determines bending sequences, and 
generates the necessary software ' to operate the bending 
machine . 

It is a further object of the present invention to 
provide such an intelligent, automated bending workstation 
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which first generates a process plan and then executes the 
generated plan using a real-time sensor-based control method. 
When the process is executed, the results thereof may be 
recorded for later review, so that the process may be refined 
5 to itiake it more efficient, and to reduce the occurrence of 
errors during execution. 

An additional object of the present invention is to 
provide a system which can produce a plan for bending a sheet 
metal workpiece, in which the smallest number of tooling 

10 stages will be utilized to mate the part, A further object is 
to provide a system that will efficiently and automatically 
produce the plan to be utilized by the bending workstation, 
set up the workstation, and execute the plan. 

The present invention, therefore, is directed to several 

15 systems, methods and sub-components provided in connection 
with a system for generating a plan which comprises a sequence 
of operations to be performed by a bending apparatus for 
bending workpieces comprising sheets of malleable material - 
The bending apparatus has a gripper for gripping a workpiece 

20 while performing a bend, and the sequence of operation 
includes a set of N bends for forming a finished workpiece 
from a stock sheet of malleable material. The system includes 
a proposing mechanism for proposing, for an mth operation 
within the sequence of operations, a plurality of proposed 

25 operations including a plurality of proposed bends to be 
performed by the apparatus. In addition, the system includes 
a subplan mechanism for providing a proposed subplan that 
accompanies each proposed bend, and a generating mechanism for 
generating a plan including a sequence of bends from a first 

30 bend through an Nth bend, by choosing each bend in the 
sequence of operations based upon the proposed bends and the 
proposed subplan that accoit^sanies each proposed bend. 

The proposing mechanism may be designed so that it 
proposes bends among the complete set of N bends that are 
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Still reiaainingr or proposes bends among the complete set of 
bends that are still remaining less bends blocked due to 
constraints* In addition, the proposing mechanism may propose, 
for an mth operation, a repositioning of a gripper's hold on 
5 the worJqDiece. 

In accordance with a specific aspect of the invention, 
the generated plan further includes at least part of the 
proposed subplans that accompany the chosen bends. The system 
may further include a mechanism for representing the mth 

10 operation as an mth level of a search tree- The proposed 
subplans may include setup and control information for the 
bending apparatus, and may further comprise final locations on 
the workpiece at which the gripper will grip the workpiece 
while performing the bends of the bend sequence. The proposed 

15 subplans may further include ranges of locations on the 
workpiece at which the gripper can grip the workpiece while 
performing the bends of the bend sequence. In addition, the 
proposed subplans may comprise: numbers representing a 
predicted number of repositionings of the gripper needed to 

20 complete the sequence of bends, indications that the next bend 
in the sequence ceuinot be performed unless the gripper is 
first repositioned, and/or locations on the workpiece at which 
a repositioning gripper (i.e., a repo gripper) will grip the 
workpiece while performing a repositioning operation. 

25 Additionally, the proposed subplans may include: tooling 
stages to be utilized to perform the bends in the bend 
sequence, positions along a tooling stage at which the 
workpiece will be loaded into the bending apparatus in order 
to perform the bends, and/or motion plans for maneuvering 

30 around tooling stages in performing the bends. 

In accordance with a further aspect of the system, an 
estimating device is provided for estimating a cost to be 
associated with each proposed bend. In this regard, the 
generating mechanism may generate a plan including a sequence 
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of bends from a first through an Nth bend, by choosing each 
bend in the sequence of operations based upon the proposed 
bend/ the proposed subplan that accompanies each proposed bend, 
cind the estimated costs associated with each proposed bend. 
5 The estimated costs associated with an nth bend in the 
sequence of N bends may conprise a k cost calculated based 
upon an estimated amount of time it will take the bending 
apparatus to coit?>lete one or more operations of the bend. The 
estimated costs associated with an nth bend in a sequence of N 
10 bends may comprise an h cost calculated based upon an 
estimated total amount of time it will take the bending 
apparatus to complete one or more operations of each of the 
rest of the bends in the bend sequence that follow the nth 
bend. 

15 The one or more operations of the bend which will be 

timed in order to calculate the k and h costs may comprise 
moving the workpiece from a tooling stage location of a 
preceding bend to a tooling stage location of the given bend. 
The one or more operations of a given bend may also comprise 

20 installing, when setting up the bending apparatus, an 
additional tooling stage needed to perform the given bend. 
The one or more operations of a given bend may also comprise 
repositioning of the gripper's hold on the workpiece before 
performing the given bend. 

25 In accordance with a further aspect of the present 

invention, the proposing mechanism and the generating 
mechanism collectively comprise a bend sequence planning 
module, and the subplan mechanism and the estimating mechanism 
collectively conqprise a plurality of expert modules. The 

30 expert modules may each operate the subplan mechanism and the 
estimating mechanism when the proposing mechanism proposes a 
proposed operation for performance as the mth operation within 
the sequence of operations. The plurality of expert modules 
may comprise a holding expert module which is capable of 
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operating the subplan mechanism to provide a proposed subplan, 
including information regarding a location on the worJcpiece at 
which the gripper can hold the worlcpiece while performing the 
bends of the bend sequence. The plurality of expert modules 
5 may conger ise a holding expert module which is capable of 
operating the estimating mechanism to estimate a holding cost, 
calculated based upon whether a gripper 's hold on the 
workpiece is to be repositioned before performing a given bend- 
In addition, the plurality of expert modules may comprise a 

10 tooling expert module which is capable of operating the 
subplan mechanism to provide a proposed tooling subplan that 
includes information regarding a position along a tooling 
stage at which the workpiece will be loaded into the bending 
apparatus in order to perform a given bend. The tooling 

15 expert may also be capable of operating the estimating 
mechanism to estimate a cost based upon an amount of time to 
install/ when setting up the bending apparatus, an additional 
tooling stage needed to perform a given bend. The motion 
expert module may also be capable of operating the estimating 

20 mechanism to estimate a cost based x^pon a calculated travel 
time for moving the workpiece from a tooling stage location of 
one bend to a tooling stage location of a next bend, 

In accordance with an additional aspect of the invention, 
the bend sequence planning module may be capable of querying 

25 each of the expert modules for a subplan and estimated costs. 
In addition, each of the expert modules may be capable of 
responding to a query by returning a savelist to the bend 
sequence planning module, whereby the savelist includes a list 
of names of attributes, and values respectively corresponding 

30 to the attributes, to be saved by the bend sequence planning 
module. 

As a further aspect of the invention, the system 
includes a prioritizing mechanism for prioritizing proposed 
bends in accordance with bend heuristics determined based upon 
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the geometry of the workpiece. The generating mechanism may 
generate a plan, including a sequence of bends from a first 
through an Mth bend, by choosing each bend in the sequence of 
operations based upon the prioritized proposed bends and the 
proposed subplan that acconpanies each proposed bend. The 
prioritizing mechanism may be provided with a mechanism for 
discounting an estimated cost of a bend having a high priority 
and increasing an estimated cost for a bend having a low 
priority. 

In accordance with a further aspect of the invention, a 
determining mechanism may be provided for determining the time 
needed for, and the feasibility of, producing one or more 
parts with the bending apparatus based upon the generated plan. 
In addition, the system may be provided with a mechanism for 
performing calculations of the costs of producing a given 
batch of parts, based upon the time determined by the 
determining mechanism. In addition, or in the alternative, 
the system may be provided with a mechanism for redesigning 
the part based upon the time and the feasibility 
determinations made by the determining mechanism. The system 
may be further provided with a mechanism for scheduling 
manufacturing with the bending apparatus depending upon the 
determined amount of time for producing one or more parts . 

In addition to the above-described system, the present 
invention is further directed to a computerized method for 
selecting a gripper for holding a workpiece. The gripper is 
selected for use in a bending apparatus for bending unfinished 
workpieces comprising sheets of malleable material. The 
method includes reading information describing the geometry of 
a library of grippers to be chosen from, forming a set of 
available grippers excluding grippers that have certain 
tmdesired geometric features, and choosing a gripper from a 
set of available grippers. The gripper is chosen as a 
function of the width of the gripper, the length of the 
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gripper, and the taiuclcle height of the gripper. The gripper 
may include a gripper for holding the workpiece while loading 
and unloading the workpiece into and from a die space of the 
bending apparatus. In this regard, the method may include a 
5 step of predicting, for each gripper within the set of 
available grippers, a repo number equal to an estimated number 
of times the' bending apparatus will need to change the 
position at which the gripper is holding the workpiece in 
order to perform a complete sequence of bending operations on 

10 the workpiece. The smallest predicted repo number is then 
determined, and the set of available grippers is adjusted to 
include the available grippers having a repo number equal to 
the smallest predicted repo number, before choosing (from 
among the set of available grippers). a gripper as a function 

15 of the gripper' s width, length, and knuckle height. 

The gripper may alternatively comprise a repo gripper 
for holding the workpiece while a robot changes its grip on 
the workpiece. In this regard, the method may be further 
provided with a step of constructing data representations of 

20 the respective intermediate shapes of the workpiece when repo 
operations are to be performed by the bending apparatus, and 
utilizing the intermediate shapes to determine which grippers 
are excluded from the set of available grippers. The grippers 
that cannot securely grasp the workpiece, considering all of 

25 the constructed intermediate shape ' representations, are 
excluded from the set of available grippers. 

In addition to the above-described system and method, 
the present invention is further directed to a computerized 
method for determining a location at which a gripper can hold 

30 a malleable sheet workpiece while a bending apparatus performs 
an mth operation on the workpiece. The bending apparatus 
performs a sequence of operations, including the mth operation, 
in accordance with a bending plan. The sequence of operations 
includes a sequence of bends from a first bend through an Nth 
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bend/ and the shape of the workpiece changes to several 
intermediate shapes as the bending apparatus progresses 
through the sequence of bends. A set of topographic 
representations is formed by repeatedly generating, along 
5 edges of the workpiece, as a variable i is varied, a graphic 
representation of areas on the workpiece within which the 
gripper location can be without hindering performance of an 
ith operation. A determination is made as to whether or not 
the performaince of the ith operation will be hindered by 

10 taking into consideration the intermediate shape of the 
workpiece when the ith operation is performed. The method 
further includes the step of determining the intersection of 
all the geographic representations within the set to thereby 
determine the areas common to the given plurality of 

15 operations in the sequence of operations. The mth operation 
may include changing a robot's grip on the workpiece between 
bends in the sequence of bends, and/or performing a bend 
within the sequence of bends. 

In addition to the above, the present invention may be 

20 directed to a computerized method for selecting tooling to be 
used in a bending apparatus for bending a workpiece comprising 
a sheet of malleable material. The tooling includes at least 
a die and a punch, and the bending apparatus perforxas, 
utilizing the selected tooling, a sequence of operations 

25 comprising a sequence of bends from a first bend through an 
Nth bend. The method cosprises steps of reading information 
describing in the geometry of dies and punches, and forming 
sets of feasible dies and punches excluding dies and punches 
that have an insufficient force capacity to bend the workpiece 

30 and that are incapable of forming desired bends in the 
workpiece resulting in desired angl6s and desired inside radii. 
In addition, the method includes a step of choosing an 
appropriate die and appropriate punch that most closely- 
satisfies force, bend angle, and inside radii requirements. 
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excluding punches that will likely collide with the workpiece 
as determined by failure of a geometric collision test. 

The geometric collision test may be performed by 
modeling a finished 3D workpiece and, for each bend in the 
5 sequence of bends, aligning the modeled finished 3D workpiece 
between a model of each feasible punch and a model of a chosen 
die. 

In addition to the above, the present invention may be 
directed to a computerized method for determining a layout of 

10 tooling stages along a die rail of a bending apparatus. The 
bending apparatus is adapted to bend workpieces comprising 
sheets of malleable material, by performing a sequence of 
operations coiaprising a sequence of bends from a first bend 
through an Nth bend. The method includes a step of deciding 

15 on an arrangement of a plurality of stages along the die rail 
and calculating lateral limits based upon the amount by which 
the workpiece extends beyond a side edge of a tooling stage 
for the bends of the sequence of bends. In addition, the 
method includes determining a largest lateral limit for each 

20 side of the stage, and spacing adjacently arranged stages to 
have a gap between adjacent side edges that is greater than or 
equal to the larger of the determined largest lateral limits 
of the adjacent side edges. 

In addition to the above-described system and methods, 

25 the present invention may be directed to a system for 
generating a plan and for controlling a bending apparatus. As 
described above, the plan comprises a sequence of operations 
to be performed by the bending apparatus, and the bending, 
apparatus is adapted to bend workpieces coraprising sheets of 

30 malleable material- The sequence of operations includes a 
sequence of bends, from a first through an Nth bend, for 
forming a finished workpiece from a stock sheet of malleable 
material. The system includes a setup planning mechanism for 
generating the sequence of bends and a setup subplan that 
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includes information regarding the manner in which the bending 
apparatus is to be set up before commencing the first bend in 
the sequence of bends. In addition, the system includes a 
forwarding mechanism for forwarding the setup subplan, once 
5 generated, to a signalling device for signalling commencement 
of setup operations to be performed in accordance with the 
setup subplan. A finalize mechanism is further provided for 
generating detailed subplan information to complete the plan 
after the setup subplan has been generated. At least part of 

10 the detailed subplan information is generated after the 
commencement of setup operations has been signalled by the 
signalling device. The setup subplan may include one or more 
of the following types of information: information regarding 
the layout of tooling stages; information regarding tooling 

15 die and punch profiles to be utilized in the bending 
apparatus; positions of tooling stages along a die rail of the 
bending apparatus; information regarding what type of gripper 
to use for manipulating the workpiece through the bend 
sequence; and information regarding what type of repo gripper 

20 to use for holding the workpiece while a gripper changes its 
grasp on the workpiece in between bends of the bend sequence. 

The forwarding device may include a device for 
forwarding instructions to a sequencer module which directs 
performance of automated setup operations on the bending 

25 apparatus. In addition, or in the alternative, the forwarding 
device may also, or in the alternative, create a visual 
representation of setup operations to be performed on the 
bending apparatus so that a human operator can thereby perform 
the setup operations. 

30 In addition to the above-described systems and methods, 

the present invention may be directed to a system for 
performing setup operations on a bending apparatus so that the 
bending apparatus can be utilized to perform bending 
operations on workpieces comprising sheets of malleable 
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material. The bending apparatus includes a die, a tool punch 
holding mechanism/ and one or more tooling stages. Each 
tooling stage includes a die mounted on the die rail and a 
tool punch held by the punch holding mechanism. The system 
5 further includes a mechanism for receiving information 
regarding a location of each of the one or more tooling stages 
along the die rail, and a control mechanism for controlling a 
position of a guide member along at least one of a die rail 
and the tool pvmch holding mechanism based upon the received 
10 information so that at least one of the die and the tool punch 
can be aligned with reference to the guide member and so that 
the resulting tooling stage will be at a desired location 
along the die rail. 

The control mechanism may be capable of positioning the 
15 guide member to be at a specified position along the die rail 
and to be within a certain distance from the die rail, whereby 
a die of a tooling stage to be aligned can be abutted against 
the guide member in order to properly position the tooling 
stage along the die rail. The guide member may include a 
20 backgage finger of a mechanism for performing backgaging when 
loading a workpiece into the bending apparatus. 

In addition to the above-described systems and methods, 
the present invention may be directed to a system for 
executing a plan for controlling a bending apparatus for 
25 bending workpieces comprising sheets of malleable material. 
The. plan includes a sequence of operations to be performed by 
the bending apparatus. A sensor-based control mechanism is 
provided for performing an operation, including moving a 
workpiece from one position to another, with the bending 
30 apparatus utilizing a sensor output to modify the movements of 
the workpiece. A measuring device measures an amount by which 
the movement of the workpiece was modified due to the sensor 
output/ and a learned control mechanism performs the operation, 
including moving the workpiece from one position to another. 
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without modifying the movement of the workpiece utilizing a 
sensor output. The learned control mechanism controls 
performance of the operation based upon the amount measured by 
the measuring device. 
5 The above-listed and other objects, features, and 

advantages of the present invention will be more fully set 
forth hereinafter. 

10 BRIEF DESCR TPTTQN OF THE DRAWINGS 

The present invention is further described -in the 
detailed description which follows, by reference to the noted 
plurality of drawings by way of non-limiting examples of 
illustrative embodiments of the present invention, in which 
15 like reference numerals represent similar parts throughout the 
several views of the drawings^ and wherein: 

Fig, 1 illustrates a prior art bending workstation; 

Fig. 2 illustrates part of a side view of a prior art 
bend press; 

20 Fig. 3 illustrates a partial front view of a prior art 

bend press; 

Fig. 4 illustrates a prior art bend planning and control 
system; 

Fig. 5A illustrates a bend planning and control system 
25 provided in accordance with an illustrated embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 5B illustrates a stage setup controlling system; 

Fig. 5C illustrates a top view of a die rail with a 
stage setup operation being performed thereon; 
30 Fig. 6 illustrates a bend planning and control system 

with a detailed diagram of control system 75 as illustrated in 
Fig. 5A; 

Fig. 7 illustrates a high level flow chart of an overall 
planning process to be performed by the illustrated planning 
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system; 

Fig. 8 illustrates a flat workpiece provided for 
purposes of describing labeled geometric bend-related 
features ; 

5 Fig. 9 illustrates a flat workpiece and a corresponding 

search tree; 

Fig. 10 illustrates a thickness transformation of a 
single workpiece; 

Fig. 11 illustrates a thickness transformation of an 
10 assembly of workpieces; 

Fig. 12 illustrates a geometric modeling file structure 
with and without a thickness transformation; 

Fig. 13A illustrates a plurality of functions of a 
design system for intelligent bend planning; 
15 Fig- 13B illustrates a part modeler for modeling parts 

based upon a design system's output shape file; 

Fig. 13C and Fig. 13D respectively illustrate a 2D 
representation and a 3D representation of a workpiece; 

Figs. 14A-14E illustrate an exan^le graphic user 
20 interface of the CAD system provided in the illustrated 
embodiment/ and the steps of designing a part utilizing such a 
graphic interface; 

Fig. ISA illustrates a side view of a bent workpiece 
with thickness; 

25 Fig. 15B illustrates a top view of an undeveloped flat 

2D workpiece representation; 

Fig. 15C illustrates a top view of a developed flat 2D 
workpiece representation; 

Fig. 16 illustrates a 2D drawing corresponding to a bend 
30 graph listing; 

Fig. 17A illustrates a BMIOO geometric modeling filing 

structure; 

Fig. 17B illustrates a tooling modeling file structure; 
Fig. 18A illustrates a gripper modeling file structure; 
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Fig. 18B illustrates a part modeling file structure; 

Fig. 19 illustrates an EEL planning message to be sent 
from a bend sequence planner to a motion expert; 

Fig. 20A presents an example of a workpiece and a search 
5 ' tree generated in accordance with the workpiece; 

Fig. 20B illustrates an example workpiece and search 
tree with bend twin nodes; 

Fig. 20C illustrates an example workpiece and search 
tree with a constrained bend twin node; 
10 Figs. 20D and 20E illustrate exan^le workpieces with co- 

linear bends; 

Fig. 21 illustrates a general example flow chart of A* 
applied to sheet metal bending; 

Figs. 22A-22D illustrate the main flow of an embodiment 
15 of the bend sequence planner illustrated herein; 

Figs- 23A-23D illustrate a process for performing 
siibplanning and cost assignment; 

Fig. 24 illustrates an exanple workpiece and search tree, 
with calculated costs illustrated; 
20 Fig. 25A is an exan^jle workpiece having an inner tab; 

Fig. 25B is an exan?)le workpiece with outer and inner 
bend lines; 

Fig. 25C is an example workpiece with short and long 
bend lines; Fig. 25D is an example portion of a bent workpiece/ 
25 with abutting inside and outside comer edges; Fig.25E 

represents an example cutaway portion of a workpiece with co- 
linear bends; Fig. 26A, 26B/ 27A-27C show exaii?)le workpiece 
used to explain costraint expressions; 

Figs. 28 comprises a graph conparing the histories of 
30 nodes b6* and b6; 

Fig. 29 comprises a chart of a dialogue between the bend 
sequence planner and the holding expert; 

Fig. 30 illustrates a chart of a dialogue between the 
bend sequence planner and the tooling expert; 
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Fig. 31 illustrates a chart of a dialogue between the 
bend sequence planner and the motion expert; 

Fig. 32 illustrates a process of the selection of a 
robot gripper; 

5 Fig. 33A illustrates a flat 2D workpiece with 

discretized x points illustrated thereon; 

Fig. 33B illustrates a bent 3D workpiece with 
discretized x points placed thereon; 

Figs. 34A-34B illustrate a process for predicting a 
10 minimum number of repos to be performed before the search; 

Figs. 35A-35B illustrate a process for predicting a 
minimum number of repos to be performed during the search; 

Figs. 36A-36B illustrate a process for deteirmining the 
robot's grasp locations on the workpiece; 
15 Fig. 37 illustrates a 2D workpiece having both sheet and 

edge coordinate systems; 

Fig. 38 illustrates a 2D workpiece and the illustrated 
generation of available Y grasp locations; 

Fig. 39 is a diagram representing the intersections 
20 grasp regions to determine of a final grasp region before a 
repo is performed; 

Fig. 40 comprises examples of grasp regions in different 
levels of the search; 

Fig. 41 illustrates a process for determining the repo 

25 gripper location; 

Fig. 42 illustrates a process for selecting a repo 
gripper before performance of a state-space search; 

Figs. 43A-43B illustrate a process for selecting a repo 
gripper to be performed after a state-space search; 
30 Fig. 44 illustrates a bin-packing process to be 

performed before a search; 

Fig. 45 illustrates a graphic representation of the 
steps utilized to determine an initial tooling h-cost (based 
upon the total predicted stages which will be needed to 
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perform the corrplete bend sequence) ; 

Fig. 46 illustrates the steps of a process for 
determining the initial tooling h-costs; 

Fig. 47A illustrates a process of selecting tooling to 
s be used; 

Figs. 47B-47C illustrate a process for performing stage 
planning; 

Figs. 48A-48C are graphic representations of a modeled 
bend press and worJcpiece which will be utilized during stage 
10 planning; 

Fig. 49 illustrates a process of fine motion planning; 

Fig. 50 illustrates process steps performed by the 
motion expert to calculate k and h costs; 

Fig. 51 is a graphic representation of models of a bend 
15 press, a robot, and a workpiece, the models being used for 
determining a gross motion plan; 

Fig. 52 is a block diagram which illustrates the 
structure of the controller software of the planning system 
illustrated herein; 
20 Fig. 53 illustrates the main process steps of the 

sequencer task provided within the sequencer of the planning 
system illustrated herein; 

Fig. 54 illustrates the steps performed in executing a 
bend in accordance with a developed plan; 
25 Fig. 55 illustrates a robot task which forms part of the 

control system; 

Fig. 56 illustrates a press and loader/unloader (L/UL) 
task of the control system; 

Fig. 57 illustrates a backgage task of the control 
30 system; and 

Fig. 58 is a flow chart demonstrating the main steps 
performed in a learning process that may be performed by the 
planning system illustrated herein. 

RRTEF DESCRTPTTQW OF THE APPENDICES 
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The present invention is further exemplified by a 
plurality of listings which are provided in the Appendices, 

wherein: ^ ^ 

Appendix A is an output shape file produced by a CAD 

system which includes a geometric/ topological data structure 

of a workpiece as illustrated in Fig. 14E; 

Appendix B comprises an example bend graph listing 

formed from the geometric/topological data structure provided 

in the listing of Appendix A; 

Appendix C is an exemplary listing representing the FZL 
messages that may be generated and forwarded between the bend 
sequence planner and various experts during the planning 
process; and 

Appendix D is an example specification for a listing 
Which represents the final plan in FEL which is forwarded from 
bend sequence planner to the sequencer of the planning and 
control system 71 illustrated herein. 

1. ylppninq. ^fXW iin^ rnntrol 

Referring now to the Figures in greater detail, Fig. 5 
illustrates a block diagram of an embodiment of a planning and 
control system 70 for an intelligent manufacturing bending 
workstation. In the illustrated embodiment, planning and 
control system 70 includes a CAD system 74, a bend sequence 
planner 72, a plurality of experts (sub-planners), and a 
sequencer 76. Planning and Control System 70 is connected to 
hardware and sensors 78 via an interface 77. 

The experts include a tooling expert 80, a holding 
expert 82 and a motion expert 84. Additional experts may be 
provided, such as sensing expert 85 illustrated in dotted 
lines. Bend sequence planner 72, experts 80, 82, and 84, and 
CAD system 74 may be iitplemented within a UNIX-compatible 
environment on a workstation computer such as a Sparc 10 Sun 
OS V 4 1.3. Sequencer 76 may be implemented within an 
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additional CPU coupled to the Sun workstation via a bus 
adaptor. The bus adaptor may comprise a BIT 3 VME-to-VME bus 
adaptor which extends between the Sun workstation and a remote 
VME bus passive back-plane. The passive back-plane may hold 
several interface mechanisms such as VME (Virtual Memory 
Extension) boards / which together form part of interface 77 as 
illustrated in Fig. 5. Sequencer 76 may be inplemented within 
a real-time UNIX-coit¥>atible multiprocessor operating system 
such as CHIMERA, and may be run by the additional CPU which is 
provided in the computer workstation's back-plane. 
Accordingly, in the illustrated embodiment (shown in Fig. 5), 
CAD system 74, bend sequence planner 72, experts 80, 82, 84 
(and 85) and sequencer 76 are each implemented primarily with 
software which controls the operations of a coit^uter utilizing 
a UNIX-compatible operating system. Sequencer 76 is 
inplemented within a real-time UNIX-compatible multiprocessor 
operating system such as CHIMERA. 

CAD system 74 is utilized to design a sheet metal 
configuration, by defining the shape of a stock (flat) sheet 
metal part and the bends to be performed on the stock part to 
fona a desired three-dimensional finished part- In designing 
the sheet metal part, CAD system 74 forms one or more 
inforxaation files which describe the part. As a three- 
dimensional part is designed, in a preferred embodiment, the 
CAD system maintains in memory, and visually, a three- 
dimensional representation of the sheet metal part in parallel 
with a two-dimensional representation of the part. The 
designer may modify the design by adding or removing details 
to or "from either representation. CAD system 74 may also 
perform functions such as gathering and/or generating 
information needed for geometric ' modeling and requesting 
advice from bend sequence planner 72 as to whether certain 
design features can be implemented by the bending workstation. 
Bend sequence planner 72 operates in cooperation with 
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tooling expert 80, holding expert 82, motion expert 84, and 
any other experts (e.g., sensing expert 85) to produce a plan 
for complete part production by a bending workstation of the 
part designed with the use of CAD system 74. Bend sequence 

s planner 12 performs functions such as proposing a particular 
bend in a hypothetical bend sequence, and determining what 
initial steps must be performed by the system in order to 
execute such a bend having a position within the hypothetical 
bend sequence. In determining the consequences of the 

10 proposed bend, bend sequence planner 72 may query tooling 
expert 80 as to what tooling would be heeded to execute the 
proposed bend, querying holding expert 82 as to how the 
workpiece can be held while performing the proposed bend, and 
querying the motion expert 84 as to whether and to what extent 

15 the robot (which is holding the workpiece) can be manipulated 
to assist in making the bend. If a sensing expert 85 is 
provided, bend sequence planner 72 might query sensing expert 
85 as to whether a particular sensor-based control strategy is 
needed in order to facilitate the execution of the proposed 

20 bend by the workstation and the costs associated with a 
particular sensor-based control strategy. Bend sequence 
planner 72 may be configured to continually propose bends from 
a first bend consecutively to a last bend in a complete bend 
sequence, thus resulting in a conplete set of bends to perform 

25 the final workpiece. Once the successful final bend sequence 
has been generated in this manner, bend sequence planner 72 
may be configured to generate a final plan (which includes a 
general list of steps and accompanying information needed to 
control execution of the various hardware elements of the 

30 workstation), and forward the plan to sequencer 76. 

Sequencer 76 directs execution of the plan developed by 
bend sequence planner 72. Sequencer 7 6 interprets commands 
given by bend sequence planner 72 in the resulting plan, and 
controls timing of the various commands by parsing the 
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coinmands and information accompanying the commands and placing 
them into queues provided for each of the main hardware 
elements of the sheet metal bending workstation. 

Controller 75 con^rises a plurality of tasks which 
correspond to the various hardware elements of the workstation. 
Each task is activated by the sequencer in an appropriate 
manner in accordance with the plan forwarded by the planner. 

(a) The Planning System Qperat^ions : Planner and Sub- 

planners 

Bend sequence planner 72, and the several sub-planners 
including, e.g., tooling expert 80, holding expert 82 and 
motion expert 84, (and sensing expert 85), form a planning 
system 71. 

Bend sequence planner 72 analyzes the designed part 
(Sheet metal workpiece) , provided by CAD system 74, and offers 
a bend sequence to be performed by the bending workstation. 
Planner 72 utilizes a state-space search method in order to 
determine an efficient sequence of bend operations that can be 
utilized by the bending workstation. Planner 72 converses 
with tooling expert 80, holding expert 82 and motion expert 84 
in order to obtain the information it needs to make its 
decisions. 

Tooling expert 80 responds to queries made by planner 72, 
and provides information to the bend sequence planner such as 
which tools will be needed for a particular bend operation or 
bend sequence. In addition, tooling expert 80 may inform bend 
sequence planner 72 of the arrangement of tools within the 
workstation. Tooling expert, in conjunction with planner 72, 
will attenqpt to design a setup of tooling so that the fewest 
number of stages/toolings are utilized to make a particular 
part, i.e., to execute a complete bend sequence for making the 
part . 

Holding expert 82 makes holding-related determinations, 
such as, e.g., whether the robot can hold the workpiece while 
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a particular bend, specified by bend sequence planner 12, is 
being performed. Holding expert 82 may also determine the 
location at which the robot should hold the workpiece so that 
the workpiece may be maneuvered through a series of bends, 
without collision, and without the need to change the robot's 
grasp on the workpiece. In addition, holding expert 82 may 
determine the position at which the repositioning gripper 
should hold the workpiece when the robot's grasp is being 
changed, and where suction cups 31 of loader/unloader (L/UL) 
30 should be placed during unloading and loading of the 
workpiece. 

Motion expert 84 is responsible for generating a motion 
plan, i.e., the manner in which the robot should be maneuvered 
in order to move the workpiece through various spaces and 
along various routes as needed to execute the bends. 

Bend sequence planner 72 and the respective experts may 
be modular to communicate with each other in a query-based 
manner. For example, before deciding to include a particular 
bend as part of the bend sequence, bend sequence planner 72 
may query tooling expert 80 as to whether there are sufficient 
tools to handle the bend. Bend sequence planner 72 will then 
await a response from tooling expert 80. Tooling expert 80 
will recognize the query from bend sequence planner 72, and 
will return with a response, e.g., indicating that there are 
sufficient tools to handle that particular bend noted by bend 
sequence planner 72. By way of example, bend sequence planner 
72 may also ask holding expert 82 if robot arm gripper 14 can 
remain holding onto the workpiece during a particular bend 
operation without repositioning its grasp of the workpiece. 
Holding expert 82 will then respond to the query made by bend 
sequence planner 72, and bend sequence planner 72 will then 
utilize the information to perform its next determination. 

Each of the modules of planning system 71 utilizes one 
or more functions provided by a geometric modeling library 
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(not shown) in order to model the relative interactions and 
positions of each of the hardware components of the system, as 
may be needed in making their determinations • 

(b) SvstSffi SgUP 
5 Once a plan is generated by the planning system, the 

system will perform a setup process • The setup process can be 
performed completely manually/ or it may be automated in full 
or in part with the use of automated tool changers. The 
manual activities to be performed during the setup process may 

10 include downloading program data to dedicated controllers such 
as those illustrated in Fig. 1. 

As shown in Fig. 5C, each stage (stage 1 and stage 2 as 
illustrated in Fig. 5C) must be set up by placing a plurality 
of die segments 810a, 810b/ and 810c in stage 1, and 811a, 

15 811b, and 811c for stage 2 along die rail 22. In order to 
gauge the location at which die segments for each stage will 
be placed, a himan operator will typically measure the 
distance from the edge of the die rail 22 to a particular edge 
of the die corresponding to each stage. For example, a 

20 measurement may be made from the left edge of die rail 22 to 
the left edge of each die set for each stage in order to 
position the die segments corresponding to each stage. 
Pursuant to a particular embodiment of the present invention, 
a mechanism may be provided for automatically providing a 

25 guide that can be used by the setup operator to place the die 
segments at the appropriate location along die rail 22. Such 
a mechanism may comprise a backgage finger 88 which can be 
automatically positioned at a particular edge of each stage 
along die rail 22. For example, backgage finger 88 may be 

30 first located at location A for purposes of abutting first die 
segment 810a against backgage finger 88, and subsequent 
installment of second and third die segments 810b and 810c. 
After aligning die segments for stage 1, backgage finger 88 
may be automatically positioned to the next stage, i.e., stage 
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2. More particularly, backgage finger 88 may be positioned at 
one side of the die corresponding to stage 2 . In the 
illustrated exan?)le, backgage finger 88 is positioned at the 
left edge of die 811. While backgage finger 88 is at that 
position, first die segment 811a may be placed along die rail 
22 and abutted against backgage finger 88 for alignment. 
Thereafter, die segments 811b and 811c may be placed on and 
secured to die rail 22, 

Fig. 5B illustrates the main components for controlling 
the backgage finger 88 to assist in positioning an alignment 
of dies 810 and 811. The subsystem comprises an input control 
module B7a which includes a mechanism for instructing backgage 
servo controller 87b to move backgage finger 88 to one or more 
particular stage locations. 

According to Fig. 5A, alignment control module 87a may 
be provided in control portion 75 of planning and control 
system 70, while backgage servo controller 87b may be provided 
with an interface 77. More specifically, controller 75 may be 
provided with a backgage task module. The backgage task 
module may be provided with a backgage finger die-alignment 
function which may be called by the backgage task module. In 
calling the die-alignment function, the backgage task module 
may activate and control a backgage servo controller through 
the use of a second level backgage device driver 206 (see Fig. 
6) , which in turn interacts with an appropriate level 1 device 
driver such as an I/O device driver 220 which interacts with a 
parallel I/O card connected to the backgage hardware of the 
bending workstation. 

Another manual step that can be performed is positioning 
and/or adjusting of the punch holders 20. In addition, 
standard steps may be performed to align tool punch segments 
so that they are properly seated within each punch holder 20 
and correspond to the associated die segments. This may 
comprise operating the press so that the die segments and 
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corresponding tool punch segments are compressed against each 
other with a set amount of force. In addition, other standard 
adjustments and procedures, Jcnown to those skilled in the art, 
may be performed during setup. For example, loader/unloader 
5 30 may need to be adjusted so that suction cups 31 are 
properly positioned with respect to the worJcpiece 16. 

Workstation 10 may be configured to be controlled 
automatically by the planning system, without any need for 
human intervention. In the event that certain control modules 

10 are still maintained as separate, e.g., separate robot control 
module 44 as shown in Fig. 1, along with separate press brake 
controller 42 and load/unload controller 46, the planning 
system may be configured to download appropriate components of 
the plan to the appropriate control modules. 

IS (c) Sgmiencin? and Control 

In the illustrated embodiment, sequencer 76 is 
implemented within a real-time UNIX-compatible shell such as 
an Ironies IV-3230 computer with a CHIMERA II operating system. 
Additional information regarding possible implementations of a 

20 real-time scheduler such as sequencer 76 is provided in the 
CHIMERA manual by Stewart, Schmitz and BChosla, entitled 
"CHIMERA II Real-Time Programming Environment, Version 1.02" 
(October 29, 1990), the content of which is incorporated by 
reference herein in its entirety. Sequencer 76 schedules the 

25 general execution of the generated plan by control system 75, 
which utilizes interface architecture 77 to communicate with 
various hardware elements and sensors within the system, 
depicted as hardware and sensors 78 in Fig. 5. 

Fig- 6 depicts in greater detail, sequencer 76, control 

30 system 75, and interface architecture 77. As illustrated in 
Fig. 6, sequencer 76 is connected to bend sequencer planner 72 
and is further connected to a plurality of modules which 
comprise control system 75. The modules of control ^ system 75 
include a robot task 92, a press and L/UL task 94, a backgage 
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task 96, a motion library 98, a speed control module 102 and a 
collision detection module 100. Interface architecture 77 
comprises a set of level 2 device drivers and another set of 
level 1 device drivers. The level 2 device drivers (DD's) may 
include robot DD 202, press and L/UL DD 204, backgage DD 206, 
gripper DD 208, gripper sensor DD 210, droop sensor DD 212, 
backgage sensor DD 214, and angle sensor DD 216. The level 1 
device drivers may include respective device drivers 220, 222 
and 224 for one or more parallel I/O VME cards, one or more 
A/D VME converter cards, and a robot servo control card. 

Accordingly, as illustrated by interface architecture 77, 
a two-level device driver format is recommended for 
interfacing the various tasks and control modules of control 
system 75 to the various hardware elements of the bending 
workstation. The first level device drivers comprise a UNIX- 
like interface, with commands supported including openO, 
close 0, readO, write 0, ioctlO, and mnapO commands. The 
first level device drivers standardize the interface to the 
I/O ports to which the hardware devices are attached, such as 
parallel I/O ports, analog/digital converters and a robot 
servo control mechanism. The second level device drivers form 
an interface between the various modules of the control system 
75 and the first level device driver. Although there is no 
standard interface routines provided for the second level 
device drivers, the second level . device drivers may be 
implemented with the use of a standard form as disclosed in 
the above-noted CHIMERA manual. With the use of a two-level 
device driver format, a software interface system may be 
provided which is reliable, portable, and has code which is 
easily readable. Specific details regarding the device 
drivers, and examples implementations thereof, are provided in 
the above-noted CHIMERA manual, which has been incorporated by 

reference herein. 

As to the VME cards which are the actual I/O ports 
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connecting the computer to the hardware elements/ such cards 
may include, as noted above / one or more parallel I/O cards, 
such cards preferably having optically isolated connections 
between the coit?5uter and the various hardware elements 
connected thereto. In addition, the VME cards may include one 
or more Geonics motion two axis servo control cards II MCCII 
and one or more A/D converters having sufficient a number of 
channels and bit resolution, e.g., an A/D converter with 16 
channels and 12 bit resolution, such as the IMV-1645 Ironies 
(Pentland-Burr-Brown MPV 950S) . The parallel I/O cards may 
include an 80-channel (with 64 usable channels) Xycom XVME-240 
card and/or 32-channel digital output boards such as the Xycom 
XVME-220 and/or XVME-212 boards. One or more A/D converters 
can be provided for inputting information such as reading 
various data produced by the sensors included in the 
workstation, such as a gripper sensor, droop sensor, backgage 
sensor, and/or angle sensor. 

Each of the robot task 92, press and L/UL task 94, and 
backgage task 96, control the appropriate device drivers for 
controlling the corresponding hardware elements of the bending 
workstation. Several functions which must be performed during 
execution of various motion-related functions may be provided 
in motion library 98. Such functions may include kinematics, 
trajectory calculations and filtering. Any control functions 
relating to speed control, i.e., controlling the speed with 
which various physical elements (such as the robot) of the 
bending workstation are moved, may be implemented within speed 
control module 102. Collision detection module 100 is 
provided in order to perform collision detection which is 
needed in certain motion control processes during execution of 
the bend process. 

Motion library 98 may further include dynamic motion 
control and sensor-based motion control modules which directly 
communicate with the second-level device drivers for 
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dynamically controlling the movement of various components of 
the bending workstation and for changing such control in 
accordance with sensor-based signals produced by the various 
sensors provided in this system • 
5 It is noted that in the parallel I/O cards, it is 

preferred that the computer be optically isolated from the 
actual hardware connections to prevent damage that may be 
caused by surges present at the hardware components- Other 
reasons for optically isolating the parallel I/O cards is to 

10 protect the conqputer and the cards and to prevent the 
occurrence of ground loops. However, it is not necessary that 
the A/D converters be optically isolated from the sensors - 
2. Bend Sequence Planner 

Bend sequence planner 72 of the embodiment shown in Fig. 

15 5A performs three main functions. It generates a bend 
sequence, including accompanying operations associated with 
each bend, queries experts as to the consequences of the bend 
sequence as it is generated, and as to further plan details 
(subplans) needed to acconplish the generated bend sequence, 

20 and compiles all gathered/generated information in order to 
form an overall plan. The plan specifies the steps needed to 
execute the bend sequence by a control system which controls 
operations of the sheet metal bending workstation. Each of 
the experts of the illustrated planning system 71 performs 

25 three main functions when requested by planner 72. They each 
determine an incremental cost for performing an individual 
step within the bend sequence, develop proposed/ intermediate 
plan infonaation, and communicate the incremental cost and 
plan information to bend sequence planner 72. The 

30 proposed/ intermediate plan information includes two types of 
information! definite information and indefinite information. 
For example, at a certain point in time during planning, 
holding expert 82 will know which regions of the workpiece may 
be grasped by the robot grasper to perform a given bend within 
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a bend sequence (the grasp regions being definite), but will 
not yet know the exact grasp location (the precise grasp 
location being indefinite) . A teicporary (indefinite) grasp 
location will be assigned by the holding expert 82, which can 
5 be verified at a later time. As noted above, sequence planner 
will query each expert as to the consequences of a bend 
sequence as it is generated. 

The consequences of the bend sequence are represented in 
terms of cost. The costs of the bend sequence as it is 

10 generated may be determined as a function of one or more of: 
the amount of time that it takes to perform a particular 
operation within the bend sequence, the extent to which an 
operation within the bend sequence will affect the accuracy of 
the operation and the quality of the resulting workpiece, 

15 whether or not there are any safety concerns associated with 
performing a particular operation at a particular point in a 
bend sequence, and whether there are any heuristics which, if 
taken into account, would suggest performing one operation 
instead of another at a particular point in the bend sequence. 

20 Bend sequence planner 72 may query experts for 

information such as what tool profile should be utilized to 
perform certain bends of the bend sequence, what stage 
segments will be needed to form a given stage which will be 
needed to perform a bend, and where can/should the robot 

25 gripper grasp the workpiece in performing one or more bends of 
the bend sequence. In addition, planner 72 may query the 
experts as to when a repositioning of the workpiece should be 
performed in the bend sequence, and how should the robot and 
the workpiece be moved in order to execute various operations 

30 throughout the sequence, such as a bend, repositioning, 
workstation load, and/or a workstation unload. Fig. 7 

represents, in a high level flow chart, the major steps 
performed by an example embodiment of bend sequence planner 72. 
In a first step SI, parallel design processing is performed by 
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CAD system 74. The parallel design processing may comprise, 
among other functions, labeling various geometries 
corresponding to respective portions of the workpiece, the 
resulting labels being used later (in step S3) by the bend 
5 sequence planner to determine whether heuristics should be 
considered in generating the bend sequence plan. Subsequently, 
in step S2, a heuristics framework is produced to guide the 
bend sequence planner in choosing the bends that will form the 
bend sequence. In producing the heuristics framework for the 

10 bend sequence in step S2, a partial order of bending steps is 
computed that complies with certain specified heuristics . 
Subsequently/ in step S3 a state-space search algorithm is 
performed which will be influenced by the heuristics framework. 
The state-space search algorithm performs an analysis of the 

15 implications of performing various bends in a prescribed order, 
by assigning costs to each bend in step S4. In order to help 
with the assignment of costs, in step S5, geometric reasoning 
is utilized, e.g., to determine the physical implications a 
particular bend will have by modeling the machine and the 

20 resulting workpiece as they relate to each other during the 
execution of each bend. 

The heuristics are taken into account by either reducing 
the assigned costs for a particular bend (if it is preferred 
due to heuristics) or by increasing the assigned costs (if the 

25 bend is not preferred due to heuristics). A particular 
sequence of bends is thus developed in step S3, which can be 
executed to produce the desired finished workpiece- Once the 
state-space search algorithm is performed in step S3, a 
determination is made in step S6 as to whether or not a 

30 complete plan, including a complete bend sequence, has been 
generated. If a plan cannot be formed for the design that has 
been specified, the process returns to step SI, where the 
workpiece may be redesigned to form a part design for which an 
operational plan can be created. 
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If a determination is made in step S6 that a complete 
plan was produced, the* process will proceed to step SI, and 
the complete plan will be forwarded/ using FEL, to the 
sequencer, or the plan may be stored in a file for later 
retrieval and execution by the sequencer. The state-space 
search algorithm will preferably comprise an A* algorithm, 
such as disclosed, e.g., by Nils J. Nilsson in "Problem- 
Solving Methods in Artificial Intelligence" McGraw-Hill Book 
Company, 1971, pages 43-67, the content of which is expressly 
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. 

It is noted that the cost assignment step S4 may 
consider variables such as robot motion, gripping positions, 
the need for regripping, the need to change the gripper, 
tooling positions, and the need to change the tools. High 
costs are assigned for varicibles that will be time consioming, 
sacrifice quality, and/or expose the system to high risk. 

The above-described operations planning method can be 
termed generative planning (since it automatically generates a 
bending plan), with weak heuristics and state-space searching. 
In performing the method, a human inputs the design. A 
heuristics framework is defined using heuristics which are 
called "weak heuristics" because they comprise only a limited 
set of rules. Possible bends are considered, and costs are 
assigned to each considered bend. The costs assigned to the 
bends are influenced by the heuristics framework by augmenting 
or discounting the cost of a particular bend. A sequence of 
bends of the least total cost is chosen utilizing a state- 
space searching algorithm. 

Generative planning with weak heuristics as disclosed 
herein should be contrasted with other approaches to 
operations planning. One such approach includes variant 
planning with case-based reasoning. In variant planning, a 
human inputs a design of a new part, and the design is coded 
according to an index. The index is used to look up an old 
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design which best resembles the current part to be designed 
and the problems to be solved. A human operator edits the old 
plan to solve the new problems, e.g., by editing an FML 
program. One of the problems noted with variant planning is 
5 that a similar design may require different or divergent 
solutions, which will not be discovered by comparison to old 
plans . 

Another approach to operations planning is generative 
planning with strong heuristics. With generative planning 

10 with strong heuristics, the human inputs the design and 
several labeled features of the new part. Heuristics are then 
used to determine the total ordering of bends and machine 
operations, thus being called "strong heuristics." A 
generative planning system with strong heuristics lacks the 

15 flexibility and intelligence of a generative planning system 
with weak heuristics, and will likely be unable to handle 
unorthodox problems. Such a system has no understanding as to 
what heuristics work better in a particular situation, and 
which heuristics should be discarded. Moreover, such a system 

20 will be incapable of developing a plan in many cases, 
(a.i) Nfturigticg 

Sheet metal bending heuristics can be taken into account 
by the bend sequence planner of the present invention. 
Several exemplary bend heuristics will be described as follows. 

25 One heuristic is to bend internal tabs early. Fig. 25A 
illustrates a workpiece 16 having an internal tab 33 which is 
to be bent along bend line 34a. In accordance with this 
heuristic, although there are other bends to be performed 
along bend lines 34b, 34c, and 34d, it is preferred that the 

30 internal tab 33 be bent along bend line 34a first. 

In accordance with another heutistic, it is desired that 
the bends along the outermost bend lines be performed before 
the bends along the inner bend lines. For example, referring 
to Fig. 25B, a workpiece 16 is shown which includes outer bend 
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lines 35a, 35b, 35c, and 35ci; along with inner bend lines 36a, 
36b, 36c, and 36d. In this illustrated example, in accordance 
with the heuristic, it is desired that the outer bends 
corresponding to outer bend lines 35a-35d be performed before 
5 the bends corresponding to inner bend lines 36a-36d. 

In accordance with a third heuristic, it is preferred 
that shorter bends be performed before longer bends. Fig. 25C 
illustrates a worJcpiece having shorter bends along bend lines 
37a and 37b, and longer bends along bend lines 38a and 38b. 
10 Accordingly, it is preferred that the bends along bend lines 
37a and 37b be performed before the bends along bend lines 38a 
and 38b. 

In accordauice with a fourth heuristic, it is preferred 
that bends which form an outside face, of a corner of a 3D 

15 worJcpiece, be performed before the abutting inside corner fase. 
Fig. 25D illustrates a worJcpiece 16 having an outside face 39a 
and an inside face 39b which each abut each other at a corner 
390. If the bend corresponding to the inside face was done 
first, then, when performing the bend corresponding to the 

20 outside face 39a, the press would not be able to cause the 
flange to be bent beyond its intended 90** angle. Accordingly, 
when the outside face springs bacJc, it will not be flush with 
the end portion of inside face 39b. 

In accordance with an additional heuristic, co-linear 

25 bends are performed simultaneously. As shown in Fig. 25E, a 
workpiece 16 is shown to include two tabs 26a and 26b, which 
are each to be bent along bend lines 27a, 27b, respectively. 
Since the bend lines 27a and 27b are co-linear, in accordance 
with the heuristic, it is preferred that the bends along those 

30 bend lines will be performed simultaneously. 

The above-described heuristics are only examples of the 
types of heuristics which may be taken into account by the 
bend sequence planner of the present invention. A larger or 
smaller set of heuristics, including all or a portion of the 
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above-listed heuristics, may be utilized by the bend sequence 
planner. 

In order to recognize when certain heuristics may apply 
to a given workpiece in developing the plan, a list of key 
features may be created which describe various geometric 
features of the workpiece which can then be utilized by the 
bend sequence planner in applying the heuristic rules. A list 
of key features may be described with respect to the example 
workpiece 16 illustrated in Fig. 8. Several features may be 
deduced from workpiece 16, while it is still in its 2D state. 
An example of such features may include the flange number, the 
width of the flange, and the height of that flange. Referring, 
e g , to flange 1, the flange number of the flange would be 7, 
a value w would be assigned to the width of that flange, and a 
value h would be assigned as the height of that flange. In 
addition, values may be defined which specify an angle-class, 
i.e., a class of flanges which all have the same bend angle. 

Additional features which may be labeled to avoid extra 
searching in the search space include an indication that the 
I part that is symmetric around one or more axes. 

Fig. 9 illustrates a workpiece 16 and a search tree 15 
corresponding thereto. Workpiece 16 has an axis of symmetry Y 
which is divided down the middle, running longitudinally 
through workpiece 16. Accordingly, at the first level of the 
search, the nodes corresponding to bends 3 and 5 have been 
eliminated (as indicated by the circles surrounding these 
bends) because they are symmetrical with nodes 2 and 4 . There 
is no need to also evaluate and search through bends 3 and 5 
at the first level, since the same effective results would be 
obtained if the search started with the bend corresponding to 
those nodes as opposed to either of bends 2 and 4. If the 
first bend chosen is bend 1, at the next level of the search, 
bends 2 and 4 are still symmetrical with bends 3 and 5. Thus, 
the nodes corresponding to bends 3 and 5 are again eliminated 
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due to the fact that they are symmetrical with bends 2 and 4. 
However, if the node corresponding to bend 4 is the first 
chosen node in the sequence, this eliminates the symmetry of 
workpiece 16. Thus, at the next level of the search stemming 
from the node of bend 4, there are no nodes eliminated due to 
symmetry. 

(a.2) CQxxgj:raints 

Depending upon the geometric features associated with a 
part to be formed, there may be bend-related operations which 
cannot be performed at certain points in the operations 
sequence being planned. These bend-related operations can be 
constrained to (or excluded from) certain locations in the 
bend sequence by using a mechanism referred to as a 
"constraint". A feature extraction module (not shown) may be 
provided to automatically label geometric features from 
geometric models produced by the design system (e.g., using 
data structures similar to those indicated above) , and the 
geometric feature labels can be used to form legal phrases 
(called constraints) in an interface coHsnunication language, 
such as FEL. 

Constraints may be defined by using a data structure 
that allows a particular arrangement of bend operations to be 
specified, in varying degrees of flexibility. For exan^jle, 
for a four-sided part 16 as illustrated in Fig, 26A, the 
following constraint statement can be used to specify the 
order in which bends 1, 2, 3, and 4 are performed: 

(constraints ((1234))) 
This statement signifies that the first bend must be performed 
before the second, which must be performed before the third, 
which must be performed before the fourth. Further, since 
there are no operators included in the statement, there may 
not be any other bend operations performed before, between, or 
after any of bends 1-4. 

If the bend 2 must be performed before bend 3, but there 
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are no other constraints on the arrangement of the bend 
operations in the bend sequence, the following constraint 
statement may be used: 

(constraint (( * 2 * 3 * ))) 
5 The operator acts as a "wild card", and allows either no 
bend operations or any number of bend operations to be 
performed at its location in the bend sequence, and the type 
of bend operations which may be performed at its location can 
be among any of the remaining bend operations not specified in 

10 the constraint statement. 

Another wild card operator, "?", can also be used, and 
it signifies that exactly one bend operation, among those not 
specified in the constraint statement, must be performed at 
its location in the bend sequence. Thus, if precisely one 

15 bend operation must be performed before bend 2 in the part 
shown in Fig. 26A, but there is no limitation on the nxomber or 
type of bend operations following bend 2 (except that they may 
not include bend 2), the following constraint statement can be 
used: 

20 (constraint (( ? 2 * ))). 

The constraint statements may also include grouping 
operators, which require that certain bend operations be 
grouped together with no limitation on the order of the bend 
operations within the group. For example, the following 

25 constraint statement requires that bends 2 and 3 be before 
bend 4 in the bend sequence, and that bends 2 and 3 be grouped 
together with no bend operations therebetween: 
(constraints ((♦{23}*4*))). 
More than one constraint expression can be included 

30 within a constraint statement. For exaitqple, the following 
constraint statement includes the above grouping constraint 
expression, as well as an additional constraint expression 
which further specifies that bend 1 must be before bend 4 
without any additional limitations as to the inclusion and 
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arrangement of the other operations with respect to bends 1 
and 4: 

(constraints (( * { 2 3 } * 4 * ) 
( * 1 * 4 * ))) . 

5 There can be any number of bend operations within a 

group, and groups can be nested in order to specify that there 
is no requirement that a plurality of groups be in a specific 
order. For example, the following expression specifies that 
bends 1 and 2 must be next to each other in the bend sequence, 

10 and bends 3 and 4 must be next to each other in the bend 
sequence. However, there are no other constraints as to the 
inclusion and arrangement of other bend operations due to this 
constraint expression. 

(*{{12}*{34)}*). 

15 Some additional example constraint expressions may 

include ( * 7 ) , which means that bend operation 7 must be 
performed as the last bend operation in the sequence, and ( * 
11), which means that bend operation 7 must be performed as 
the second to last bend operation in the sequence. 

20 The types of operators that can be used to define 

constraints may be expanded to include boolean operators such 
as NOT/ OR, and AND. For example, a constraint which uses a 
NOT operator could be ( * NOT 7 ) , which would mean that the 
seventh bend operation could not be the last operation of the 

25 sequence. 

There is virtually no limit to the types of constraints 
that can be specified, and any entity in the planning system, 
including the various experts as well as a human operator of 
the bend secjuence planner, can define constraints. A 
30 constraint manager may be provided, e.g., within the bend 
sequence planner, in order to help maintain the consistency of 
constraints and resolve conflicts that arise between 
constraints. 

By way of example, the types of constraints may include 
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constraints for (1) channels (e.g., as shown in Fig. 26B), (2) 
angle bends, where the bend line for the flange to be bent 
intersects and is close to a non-end point portion of a bend 
line of another bend (and both of the bends are to be 
5 performed in the same direction, e.g., they are both positive 
bends) (e.g., as shown in Fig. 27A) , and (3) flanges which 
when bent form a corner with an outside flange and an inside 
abutting flange (e.g., as shown in Fig. 27C) . 

The constraint expression for the channel illustrated in 
10 Fig. 26B usually must be(*2*l*3*), even though a 
common heuristic prefers that bends on outer bend lines be 
performed before those of inner bend lines, which might 
suggest a constraint of(*3*2*l*). This conflict in 
constraint expressions, if it existed, would have to be 
15 resolved in favor of the channel constraint ( * 2 * 1 * 3 * ) . 

The constraint expression for the pair bends shown in 
Fig. 21 A may be as follows: 
( * 2 * 1 * ) . 

If the order of bends were different, i.e., if bend 1 was 
20 performed before bend 2, the flange of bend 2 would not be 
bendable beyond 90 degrees, and thus could not be properly 
performed (since when bending malleable materials with elastic 
tendencies such as sheet metal, the part must be bent slightly 
beyond the goal angle of the bend) . 
25 The constraint expression for the pair of bends shown in 

Fig. 27C may be as follows: 
( * 2 * 1 * ) . 

The importance of conplying with this constraint is explained 
above with respect to Fig. 25D. 
30 Where appropriate, a human operator of the bend sequence 

planner (or another expert/subplanner of the system) may 
define a constraint expression which groups all bends on each 
side of a part together, so that less time will be spent by 
switching between sides of the part when performing a search 
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for a solution bend sequence. Fig. 27B shows a part with 
several bends on each side of the part, where it may be 
appropriate to group the bends for each side, e.g., by using 
the following constraint expression: 
S (♦{(12}{34}{56))*). 

Since constraints may conflict, a mechanism should be 
provided for resolving conflicts. As noted above, a 
constraint manager may be provided within the bend sequence 
planner for this purpose. A possible prioritization scheme 

10 could sin¥)ly discard or ignore constraint expressions that 
have a higher assigned priority. The priority assigned to 
constraint expressions could depend upon what type of 
constraint it is. For example, human input constraints could 
be assigned the highest priority, with machine constraints, 

15 part constraints, and optimization constraints being assigned 
respective lower priorities. Accordingly, machine constraints 
would have the second to highest priority, ,part constraints 
would have the third highest priority, and optimization 
constraints would have the fourth highest (i.e., the lowest) 

20 priority. 

A human input constraint is a constraint input by a 
human operator controlling the bend sequence planner through a 
human interface. A machine constraint is a constraint 
dictated by limitations of the machines and tooling (e.g., a 

25 channel constraint) . A part constraint is a constraint 
dictated by the features of the part (e.g., a constraint 
dictated by the presence of inside and outside abutting 
corners) . Optimization constraints are constraints that are 
created in order to speed up the search for a bend sequence 

30 (e.g., a constraint to group bends together that are on a 
particular side of the part) . 

In order to detenaine if there is a conflict between 
cons trait expressions, an algorithm may be provided which 
first checks for the presence of common operations within a 
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given pair of constraint expressions. If there is a common 
operation among the constraint expressions, they may then be 
merged together in order to determine if they conflict. For 
example, if (n*2*) was merged with (*2*3*), the resulting 
5 merged constraint expression would be (*1*2*3-). If (*1*2*) 
was merged with a conflicting expression such as (*2*1*), a 
null would be the result, thereby indicating that the 
constraint expressions conflict with each other, 
(a. 3) Co-linear. J and Compatible) B.enfU 

10 If two bends have bend lines that are co-linear, e.g., 

bends 5 and 6 in Fig. 8, and they are compatible (i.e., they 
have the same bend angles, the same bend radius, and other 
features which allow the bends to. be performed simultaneously) , 
it is preferred to have the bends performed simultaneously. 

15 For this purpose, heuristics may be provided in order to 
influence the search performed by the bend sequence planner so 
that simultaneous bending of co-linear bends is preferred and 
thus more likely to become part of the bend sequence formed by 
the search. In addition, or alternatively, constraints may be 

20 specified using constraint expressions to require that certain 
compatible co-linear bends be performed simultaneously if 
possible (i.e., if the constraint expression does not conflict 
with a constraint expression of higher priority) . 

(b) The BendL Sequence PlannerLs — 5tftt;e=5Rflfifi — Sfi^SEii 

25 Algorithm 

In a state-space search algorithm, a solution is 
obtained by applying operators to state-descriptions until an 
expression describing a goal state is obtained. In performing 
a state-space search method, a start node is associated with 

30 an initial state-description, and successors of the start node 
are calculated using operators that are applicable to the 
state-description associated with the node. By calculating 
all of the successors of a node, the node is thereby expanded. 
Pointers are set up from each successor node bacJc to its 
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parent node. The pointers may later be used to indicate a 
solution path back to the start node, when a goal node is 
finally found. 

The successor nodes are checked to see if they are goal 
5 nodes by checking the associated state-descriptions 
corresponding to the successor nodes to see if they describe 
the goal state. If a goal node has not yet been found, the 
process of expanding the nodes, and setting up corresponding 
pointers, continues- When a goal node is found, the pointers 
10 are traced back to the start node to produce a solution path. 
The state-description operators associated with the arcs of 
the path are then assembled into a solution sequence. 

The above-described steps form a state-space search 
algorithm. Variations of the above-described algorithm may be 
15 defined by the order in which the nodes are to be expanded. 
If the nodes are expanded in an order in which they are 
generated, the search method is called a breadth- first method. 
If the most recently generated nodes are expanded first, the 
method is called a depth-first method. Breadth- first and 
20 depth-first methods are blind-search algorithms, since the 
order in which the nodes are expanded is unaffected by the 
location of the goal node. 

Heuristic information, about the overall nature of the 
graph and the general direction of the goal, can be utilized 
25 to modify the search process. Such information can be used to 
help direct the search toward the goal, in an attempt to 
expand the most promising nodes first. One type of heuristic 
search method is described, e.g., by Nils J. Nilsson in 
"Problem-Solving Methods in Artificial Intelligence," noted 
30 previously. 

Blind-search algorithms, such as breadth-first or depth- 
first, are exhaustive in their approach to find a solution 
path to a goal node. In application, it is often impractical 
and time-consuming to use such methods, because the search 



50 



wo 96/15481 



PCT/JP95m2291 



will expand an excessive number of nodes before a solution 
path is found. Such an exhaustive expansion of nodes consumes 
more computer memory in order to store the information 
associated with each node, and more time, e.g./ to calculate 
5 node expansions and points. Accordingly, efficient 

alternatives to blind-search methods are preferred. 
Heuristics may be applied to help focus the search, based upon 
special information that is available about the problem being 
represented by the graph. One way to focus the search is to 

10 reduce the number of successors of each expanded node. 
Another way to focus the search is to modify the order in 
which the nodes are expanded so that the search can expand 
outwardly to nodes that appear to be most promising. Search 
algorithms which modify the ordering of node- expansion are 

15 called ordered search algorithms. Ordered search algorithms 
use an evaluation function to rank the nodes that are 
candidates for expansion to determine the node which is most 
likely to be on the best path to the goal node. In operation 
of the ordered search algorithm an f value is determined at 

20 each node nt available for expansion, where f is an estimate 
of the cost of a minimal cost path from the start node to the 
goal node constrained to go through node ni. Each succeeding 
node having the smallest f value is then selected in sequence 
for expansion. 

25 Fig. 2 OA illustrates a tree produced by an ordered- 

search algorithm applied to a blank workplace that has four 
sections r which are to be bent upward to form four sides of a 
box, each side being represented in Fig. 20A by a 
corresponding number 1, 2, 3, and 4. Each numbered side of 

30 the box corresponds to a particular bend, including bend 1, 
bend 2, bend 3, and bend 4. 

The blank workplace (stock part) corresponds to start 
node no which may also be called the root node associated with 
the initial -state-description of the workpiece. The 
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successors of the start node n© may be calculated by expanding 
the start node (the root node) to form successor nodes ni, viz, 
na/ and ru* At this level of the search, nodes ni-n4 
correspond respectively to bend 1, bend 2, bend 3, and bend 4. 
5 Node 1 is expanded to include successor nodes n^, ne, and 

n7 which correspond respectively to bend2, bend3 and bend4; 
and an additional successor node ne which corresponds to a 
repositioning {i.e., a repo) of the robot gripper's hold on 
the workpiece. Node 5 is expanded to include successor nodes 
10 ns and nio which correspond respectively to bendS and bend4, 
and an additional successor node iiu, which corresponds to a 
repo. Node n9 is expanded to have successor nodes n^ and n^, 
which correspond respectively to bend4 and a repo. Node nu is 
expanded to have a successor node nl5 which is the goal node, 
15 because it results in the final bend for the workpiece. 

Bend sequence planner 72 preferably is configured to 
perform a best-first state-space search in order to develop a 
con^lete bend sequence to be performed by the bending 
workstation. An ordered search algorithm utilizes an 
20 evaluation function to rank nodes that are candidates for 
expansion to determine the node which is most likely to be on 
the best path to the goal node, i.e., the node which is the 
best. The first node corresponds to the flat part, e.g., as 
illustrated in Fig. 20A. At each level of the search, the 
25 best node which is on an OPEN list will be expanded, and the 
expanded node will be taken off OPEN. Depending on whether or 
not there are constraints concerning the ordering of certain 
operations, all or a portion of the expanded nodes will be 
placed on OPEN. The expanded nodes which are placed on OPEN 
30 will correspond to the remaining bend operations, minus those 
eliminated due to constraints. 

In accordance with a particular embodiment of the 
present invention, there will be twin nodes corresponding to 
each bend, including a first twin node corresponding to 



52 



wo 96/1S48I 



PCT/JP9SA)2291 



Operation of the bend while holding the workpiece from one 
side of the workpiece, and a second twin node corresponding to 
performing the same bend, but while holding the workpiece from 
the other side of the workpiece. The expanded nodes which are 
5 placed on OPEN may also include one node that represents a 
repositioning of the robot gripper's grasp on the workpiece 
(i.e., a "repo"). In accordance with a further feature of the 
present invention, certain levels of the search may be 
constrained so that they do not include a node for a repo. 

10 This is because it would not make sense to perform a repo at 
one level of the search and again perform a repo at the very 
next level. Accordingly, if a repo is performed at an 
immediate parent node, then bend sequence planner 72 will 
constrain the placement of a repo node on OPEN. 

15 Figs. 20B and 20C each illustrate a sin^ile example 

workpiece 16 having two faces 262, and one bend line 260. In 
addition, each of Figs. 20B and 20C includes an accompanying 
diagram of a node expansion from the root node no to the first 
level of a search tree which includes two expanded nodes. Fig. 

20 20B shows two expanded nodes, while Fig. 20C shows one 
expanded node and indicates that the other node has been 
constrained. Referring to Fig. 20B, since only one bend is to 
be performed on workpiece 16, only two nodes are shown. The 
bend may be performed in accordance with node ni, whereby bend 

25 1 is performed with face 2 being inserted into the die space 
of the bending workstation, or bend 1 may be performed in 
accordance with nz, whereby bend 1 is performed with face l 
being inserted into the die space. Referring to Fig. 20C, 
once workpiece 16 is bent along bend line 260, it is apparent 

30 that face 1 will result in a flange having a height which is 
too small to allow grasping of workpiece 16 at that side of 
the workpiece when performing the bend. Accordingly, in order 
to perform bend 1 along bend line 260, workpiece 15 must be 
grasped by a robot gripper from the side of workpiece 16 
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corresponding to face 2. In other words, bend 1 must be 
performed with face 1 being inserted into the die space. Thus, 
the search tree illustrated in Fig. 20C only includes one node 
ni, and shows that while the parent node no might normally be 
expanded to include a second node, the second node has been 
constrained. 

A node may be constrained by eliminating it from 
consideration as a possible operation within the bend sequence. 
Such elimination of a node may be accomplished by preventing 
an expansion from including the node, or by simply failing to 
place the node on the OPEN list. 

Fig. 20D illustrates an example worJcpiece 16 having two 
co-linear bends, with bend lines 1 and 2. The nodes that may 
be generated from this workpiece include the following: (1,2), 
15 (1,1), (2,2), (2,1), ((121,1), and {(12), 2). By convention,' 
the holding faces are defined on each side of the first bend 
line of the co-linear bend. Fig. 20E illustrates another 
exan^jle workpiece 16. The holding sides for this co-linear 
bend (bending at lines 1 and 2 simultaneously) are defined in 
20 the following twin nodes: ((1 2) 1), ((i 2) 2). Note that 
the bend twin holding face is face 1, even though face 1 also 
extends to the other side of the bend line (i.e., even though 
it extends to a position which would be behind the die space 
during a bend). This is because of the convention noted above, 
which is used to choose the bend twin holding face. 

Fig. 21 illustrates, in a simplified flow chart, an 
example embodiment of a state-search algorithm, conprising an 
ordered search algorithm, based on the algorithm disclosed by 
Nils J. Nilsson in "Problem-Solving Methods in Artificial 
30 Intelligence", which may be utilized by the bend sequence 
planner of the present invention in order to form a bend 
sequence to be utilized by a bending workstation. After the 
algorithm is started, at step SIO, a start node no is placed 
on a list called OPEN, and a function value f is set equal to 
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0. Thereafter, in step S12, a determination is made as to 
whether there is anything in the OPEN list- If the OPEN list 
is empty/ the process is forwarded to step SI 4, and an error 
indication is given. If the OPEN list is not empty, as 
5 determined at step S12, the process will proceed to step S18. 

At step SI 8, the nodes placed within the OPEN list are 
checked/ and the node having the smallest f value is removed 
^from OPEN and placed on a CLOSED list. This node is called ni. 
Thereafter, in step S20, a determination is made as to whether 
10 the node ni is a goal node. If it is a goal node, the process 
is forwarded to step S22, where a solution path is generated 
by tracing back from node n^, through its pointer and the 
pointers of the previous nodes, to the start node no. However, 
if node ni is not the goal node, as determined at step S20, 
15 the process will be forwarded to step S24. In step S24, node 
ni is expanded to generate all of its successor nodes, called 
nj. If there are no successors nodes nj, the process will 
return to step S12. For each successor node n^ that is 
generated, a con?5utation will be made for a corresponding f 
20 value f (nj) « k'{nj) + h(nj)/ where k' is equal to the sum of 
the k costs of performing each node from the starting node to 
the current node, and h is equal to the projected cost from 
the current node to the goal node. Also, in step S24, each of 
the computed f values will be associated with their 
25 corresponding successor nodes nj that are not already on 
either the OPEN or CLOSED lists. Such successor nodes n^ are 
then placed on the OPEN list, and pointers are directed from 
those successor nodes n^ back to ni. For each successor node 
n^ that was already on an OPEN or CLOSED list, an f value is 
30 associated with that successor node nj that is equal to the 
smaller of the f value just corr?3uted for that node and the f 
value already associated with that node. The successor nodes 
n^ on the CLOSED list who have their associated f values made 
smaller are placed on the OPEN list, and the pointers for 
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those successor nodes nj are redirected to ni* After execution 
of step S24, the process will return to step 512, 

(c) Illustrated Example Bend Sequence Planner 
Figs. 22A-22D illustrate a particular example embodiment 
of a bend sequence planning process to be performed by bend 
sequence planner 72 illustrated in Fig. 5A. The bend sequence 
• planning process is started upon receipt of a command to 
commence operation, e.g., as indicated in step S26, by 
proceeding on receipt of an FEL command to. start planning. 
Once the process starts, and proceeds in step S28, one or more 
files corresponding to the parts to be produced are read by 
the bend sequence planner. Such files may be in the form of a 
shape file including information such as geometric and 
topological information (a 3D data description of the part and 
a parallel 2D data description of the part corresponding to 
the 3D data description) , labeled geometric features which are 
pertinent to determinations to be made by bend sequence 
planner, and a bend graph correlating bends to be performed 
with geometric and topological information. 

Once the part file has been read in step S28, the 
process proceeds to steps S30, S32, and S34, during which each 
expert is initialized. More particularly, the holding expert, 
the tooling expert and the motion expert are each initialized. 
Once the various experts have been initialized, in step S3 6, a 
list of bends is built, and calculations are performed 
regarding the various features of the parts • For exanple, a 
computation may be performed regarding what the lengths of 
bends are and which bends are co-linear. Thereafter, in step 
S38, an A* algorithm is initiated, including steps such as 
putting a root node no on an OPEN list, and setting an f value 
equal to 0. A determination is then made at step S40 as to 
whether the OPEN list is entity. If the list is empty, the 
process will proceed to step S42, and exit with an error 
indication. Otherwise, if the OPEN list is not empty, the 
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process will proceed to step S44/ in which the node on the 
OPEN list with the smallest f value will be taken and placed 
on a CLOSED list. The chosen node will be called nt for 
purposes of explaining the steps of the flow charts of Fig. 
5 22A-Fig. 22D. 

In step S46/ a determination is made as to whether node 
ni is a goal node. If node ni is a goal node, the process 
proceeds to step S48, where a solution path is generated. 
Otherwise, if ni is not a goal node, the process proceeds to 
10 step S50 which is shown at the top of Fig. 22C. 

After generating a solution path in step 548, the 
process will proceed to step S56 which is shown at the top of 
Fig- 22D. In step S56/ a finalize message is sent along with 
the bend sequence to each of the experts, and each of the 
15 experts is queried for final detailed information which is 
needed to complete the bend sequence plan. Thereafter, in 
step S58, the bend sequence planner will await a response from 
the tooling expert. Once all the final information has been 
received from the tooling expert, in step S60, the setup of 
20 the bending workstation will be started. In the meantime, 
while the setup of the workstation is being performed, in step 
S62, the process will await a response from the motion expert 
and the holding expert. Once the conplete motion expert and 
holding expert plans have been received, at step S64, the 
25 final plan will be forwarded to the sequencer of the system. 

Assiming that ni is not determined in step S46 to be the 
goal node, the process will continue at step S50 at the top of 
Fig, 22C. At this step, node ni will be expanded to obtain 
its successor nodes nj. The successor nodes will include bend 
30 twin nodes for each bend, i.e., two nodes corresponding to 
each bend, and an additional node for a repo, minus any nodes 
which are constrained from being successor nodes at the 
present level of the search. 

Once the successor nodes have been generated in step S50, 
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a siibplanning and cost assignment process is performed in step 
S52. Thereafter/ in step S54, successors are each placed 
on the OPEN list, with the subplan information and cost 
information corresponding to each node being associated with 
5 each node in the OPEN list (e.g., by using pointers). The 
process will then return to step S40 where a determination 
will be made as to whether the OPEN list is empty- If the 
OPEN list is empty, the process will exit with an error 
indication at step S42; otherwise the process will proceed to 

10 again execute steps S44, S46, S4B, 350/ S52 and S54. 

Figs. 23A-23D illustrate the subplanning and cost 
assignment process which corresponds to step S52 in the 
bending sequence planning process illustrated in Figs, 22A-22D. 
The subplanning and cost assignment process determines or 

15 formulates a subplan and incremental costs which correspond to 
each of the expanded/ successor nodes n^ which have not been 
eliminated as a viable node at the present level of the search 
due to constraints. For each such expanded/ successor node, 
the process illustrated in Figs. 23A-23D will be performed. 

20 In a first step S66, a test will be performed for the 
permutability of node nj regarding the subplan and costs of 
the holding expert. More particularly, a test, will be 
performed to determine whether the subplan and costs which 
will be determined by the holding expert will be the same as 

25 that already determined for another "equivalent" node. If 
such is the case, the subplan and costs will be identical to 
that "equivalent" node, and it is unnecessary to again query 
the holding expert for such information which would result in 
an unneeded use of time. If it is determined at step S68 that 

30 an equivalent node was found, then the process proceeds to 
step S70, where the subplan and costs are copied and 
associated with that successor node nj. However, if an 
equivalent node is not found in step S68, the process proceeds 
to step S72, where the bend sequence planner will query the 
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holding expert for a proposed subplan, the incremental k cost, 
and the incremental h cost. In performing step S72, as soon 
as a cost of infinity has been evaluated by the holding expert, 
the present successor node n^ will be aborted. Thus, the 
5 successor node nj will be discarded at the present level of 
the search, and the subplanning and cost assignment process 
will again start with the next available successor node nj. 

Once the subplan and costs have been obtained either by 
step S70 or step S72, the process will proceed to step S76 (at 

10 the top of Fig. 23B) , where another test for permutability 
will be performed regarding the tooling expert subplan and 
costs. If an equivalent node is fo\ind, as determined at step 
S78, the bend sequence planner will copy the subplan and costs 
corresponding to the equivalent node and associate the same 

15 with the present successor node ns. In the alternative, if an 
equivalent node is not found, the process will proceed to step 
S82 where the tooling expert will be queried for a proposed 
subplan, a k cost and an h cost. If a cost of infinity is 
evaluated, the present successor node will be aborted at step 

20 S84. Once the proposed subplan and costs have been determined, 
the process will proceed to step SB 6, where the bend sequence 
. planner will await the results from the holding expert and the 
tooling expert. The process will wait for the results of the 
holding expert and tooling expert queries, since such 

25 information is needed by the motion expert to do its 
subplanning and cost assignment coi^putations . 

In step see, a test will be performed for the 
permutability regarding the motion expert subplan and costs. 
That is; a test will be performed to determine if the subplan 

30 and costs that would be assigned by the motion expert are 
identical to those which have already been assigned to another 
node, the other node thereby being deemed an "equivalent" node 
to the present successor node n^ being evaluated. If, at step 
S90, it is determined that an equivalent node has been fo\ind, 
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the process will proceed to step S92, where the sxibplan and 
costs of the equivalent node will be copied and thereby 
associated with the present successor node n^. However, if an 
equivalent node is not found/ the process will proceed to step 
5 S94, where the motion expert will be queried for a proposed 
subplan, a k cost and an h cost. If any of the costs are 
infinity, the present successor node will be aborted, 
proceeding to a next successor node and again commencing 
subplanning and cost assignment for the next successor node. 
10 Assuming that the proposed subplan and costs have been 
obtained, the process will proceed to step S98, where the 
results will be awaited from the motion expert. Additional 
processing may be performed to obtain a subplan and costs 
regarding different aspects of the system which will be 
15 related to performance of the overall bend sequence proposed 
by the bend sequence planner. In this regard, additional 
experts may be provided as indicated by the reference numeral 
Sipo. For example. Fig. 5A shows a sensing expert. The 
subplanning and cost assignment process could be appropriately 
20 modified to include steps such as testing for permutability, 
querying the additional expert (e.g., sensing expert) for a 
proposed subplan and costs, and, at an appropriate location 
within the process, awaiting the results from the additional 
expert . 

25 Once the results from the motion experts have been 

obtained, as determined at step S98, the process will proceed 
to step S102 which is shown at the top of Fig. 23D. In step 
S102 the f value for node n^ will be calculated in accordance 
with the formula fn3«{k'+h)HE+{Jc'+h)rE+ (k'+h)ME. Then, in step 

30 51*04, the f value will be adjusted based upon any heuristics 
which pertain to the successor node nj. In this regard, if it 
is a desired node, i.e., it has beneficial or desired 
heuristics which say that this node is preferable over other 
nodes, a value will be added to the f value. However, if the 
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node is undesired, a value will be subtracted from the f value. 

Fig. 24 illustrates an exaziple flat worlcpiece 16^ and 
several nodes expanded during the performance of a state-space 
search by the bend sequence planner illustrated herein. 
Various costs are shovm which are assigned to the nodes 
throughout the search process. As shown^ flat worJq>iece 16 
has two portions a, b which are to be bent to form flanges. 
First flange a is placed in between two tabs c, d. First ^ 
flange a is to be bent along bend line 1, and second flange b 
is to be bent along bend line 2. The first node nor i.e., the 
root node, of the search tree corresponds to flat workpiece 16. 
Successor nodes of node no include nodes ni and n^, which 
correspond/ respectively, to bend lines 1 and 2. In the 
illustrated example, it is assumed that a bend along bend line 
1 would be performed with flange a inserted into the die space 
of the bend press, and that a bend along bend line 2 would be 
performed with flange b inserted into the die space. Thus, 
there are no bend twins illustrated in the tree of Fig. 24. 
There is only one node per bend line. 

In the event that the bend sequence planner is designed 
to assign bend twin nodes for each bend, the alternate node 
would likely be constrained in the present example. For 
example, it would likely not be possible to perform a bend 
along bend line 1 by inserting flange b into the bend press, 
since flange a is very short, and thus cannot be grasped by a 
robot gripper during execution of the bend- 

At the first level of the search, two successor nodes ni 
and n2 are generated as successor nodes. In forming these two 
nodes, the bend sequence planner may ask each of the holding 
expert, tooling expert, and motion expert for the incremental 
cost (i.e., h and k costs) corresponding to that node. For 
example, the costs that are assigned to node ni are 
illustrated in the box corresponding thereto as shown in Fig. 
24. A holding expert assigned a k cost (i.e., the cost that 
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it takes to move from the parent node no to the present node) 
of 0. This signifies that a grip location can easily be found 
on workpiece 16, and that there is need to reposition the grip 
of the robot on the workpiece before performing bend 1 as a 
first bend in the bend sequence. The holding expert further 
assigned an h cost of 30. The number 30 represents an 
approximate amount of time (30 seconds) which it will take to 
reposition the gripper's grasp on the workpiece 16 (i.e., to 
perform a repo) . This value represents that the holding 
expert has predicted that one repo will be needed in order to 
complete the bend sequence associated with workpiece 16. The 
h cost is a predicted cost to complete the bend sequence from 
the present node to the final goal node. 

The costs assigned by the tooling expert include a k 
cost of 600 and an h cost of 600. The k cost is the 
incremental amount of time (due to tooling) associated with 
performing the bend of that node- In this case, in order to 
perform the bend of bend line 1, a first stage must be placed 
on the die rail of the bending workstation. An approximated 
time for installing the first stage is 600. Accordingly, the 
incremental k cost (for tooling) from no to ni is 600 seconds. 
The predicted additional cost frpm node ni to the goal node 
(i.e., the h cost for tooling) is calculated to be the time 
needed to install one additional stage, and thus is 600 
seconds. 

The costs assigned by the motion expert include an 
incremental k cost of 5 (an estimated 5 seconds), equal to an 
approximated robot travel time in moving from no to node ni. 
The costs assigned by the motion expert further include a 
predicted future h cost of 15 seconds, which is equal to a 
running average of all k costs evaluated so far (since no) 
multiplied by a summation of the number of remaining bends and 
twice the number of predicted repos: h = kAvc [number of 
remaining bends + (ntamber predicted repos) (2)]. The number of 
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predicted repos is multiplied by 2, since two movements are 
required per repositioning. One movement is required to take 
the robot from a present stage to the repo gripper, and a 
second movement is required to reposition the robot gripper's 
5 hold on the part. The k value for the next node is calculated 
based upon the amount of time that it takes to move from the 
repo gripper to the appropriate stage for the next bend. 

The alternate node at the first level of the search is 
node nj. This node corresponds to bend line 2. The 

10 incremental costs include k and h costs assigned by the 
holding expert, k and h costs assigned by the tooling expert, 
and k and h costs assigned by the motion expert. The k and h 
costs assigned by the holding expert are 0 and 30 respectively. 
The holding expert assigns a k cost of 0, because no 

15 repositioning is necessary to go from node no to node n?. 
However, a holding h cost of 30 is assigned because one repo 
is predicted to be necessary in order to complete all of the 
bends of the bend sequence, i.e., to get to the goal node. 
This becomes apparent when viewing workpiece 16. Depending on 

20 which bend is done first, since the bends are on opposite 
sides of the workpiece 16, it will be necessary to reposition 
the robot's grasp on workpiece to be at the other side of 
workpiece 16 in order to perform the other bend. Further, 
since the workpiece is somewhat narrow, it would not be 

25 possible to locate the robot gripper at either the left or 
right sides of workpiece 16 so that the workpiece can be 
grasped at the same location for both bends. If the robot 
gripper was positioned at one of the sides of workpiece 16, 
robot gripper would likely collide with the tooling (the punch 

30 tool) of the bend press when the die is raised to perform the 
bend. 

The k cost assigned by the tooling expert again is 600, 
since the bend, being the first bend introduced in the search, 
will require at least one stage. 600 seconds is an 
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approximated time for installing a stage, and thus is assigned 
as the incremental k cost to go from node no to node n2. The h 
cost assigned by the tooling expert is 600, since a predicted 
additional stage will be necessary to go from node nz to the 
goal node. The motion expert assigns a k cost of 4, and an 
estimated h (future) motion cost of 12. The k cost assigned 
by the motion expert for node nz is less than the k cost 
assigned for node ni. This is because bend line 2 is longer 
than bend line 1, and thus requires a larger stage. In a 
typical bending workstation, such as the Amada BMIOO 
workstation illustration in Fig. 1, it is preferred that 
longer stages be placed in the center of the die rail, amd 
that shorter stages be placed off to the sides. Thus, to go 
from an initial position before any bends are performed (at 
node no) to a center stage would require less movement by the 
robot than moving to a stage set off to the side of the die 
rail. Accordingly, the calculated robot travel time, without 
regard to the collisions, from the loader/ unloader (L/UL) to 
the center stage in performing bend 2 is estimated to be 4 
seconds, and less that it would take to get a stage positioned 
at the left side of the die rail which is where the smaller 
stage would be placed along the die rail. Since the h cost is 
calculated as a function of the present running average of the 
k cost calculated so far, the h cost is also a lower value of 
12 seconds. 

At the first level of the search, the respective total 
incremental costs performing bends 1 and 2, respectively, are 
1250 and 1246. Accordingly, node ni has a total incremental 
cost of 1250, and node n2 has a total incremental cost of 1246, 
the total cost being assigned by each of the experts queried 
by the bend sequence planner. 

It is noted that the only two nodes at the first level 
of the search included a node for performing bend 1, and a 
node for performing bend 2 (nodes ni and nz) . The first level 
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did not include a node for performing a repo. This is because 
the search is constrained so that the first bend to be 
performed at the first level after the root node does not 
include a repo. It would be unnecessary for a repo to be 
5 performed as a first step in the bend sequence / since the 
robot gripper can be placed anywhere at the start to 
correspond to any particular bend. However, at the next level 
of the search, a repo is included as a possible node, in 
addition to the one or more bends which comprise the rest of 

10 the bends leading to the goal node. Accordingly, the next 
level of the search includes nodes which corresponds to 
bend 1, and n^ which corresponds to a repo before performing 
the next bend in the bend sequence. At node n^, upon being 
queried by the bend sequence planner, the holding expert 

15 assigns a cost of infinity, since there are no available grasp 
regions that were used in performing bend 2 that can also be 
used to perform bend 1. If there was a grasp region that was 
used in order to perform bend 2 that could also be used to 
perform bend 1, then the robot gripper could be placed within 

20 that intersecting region, and the repositioning of the gripper 
would not be necessary when going from the completed bend 2 to 
bend 1 (i.e., from node n2 to node n3) . However, in this case, 
the holding expert has determined that there is no such 
intersection of grasp regions, and thus the incremental k cost 

25 for holding is infinity. The predicted h cost is not even 
relevant, nor are any of the other costs which might be 
assigned by the other experts such as the tooling expert and 
the motion expert, since bend 1 cannot be performed at the 
present point in the bend sequence, without first performing a 

30 repo. Thus, node n3 is no longer considered, and the bend 
sequence planner proceeds to the repo node n4, and queries the 
respective experts for their assigned costs associated with 
that node. 

After repo node n4, the holding expert assigns^a k cost 
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of 30, which signifies that approximately 30 seconds will be 
needed to perform a repo at the present point in the bend 
sequence.' A predicted h cost of 0 is assigned by the holding 
expert, since it is predicted that no additional repos will be 
needed between the present node n4 to the goal node. After 
the holding expert assigns its cost, the tooling expert, upon 
being queried by the bend sequence planner, assigns a k cost 
of 600, which equals the approximate time (600 seconds) to 
install an additional stage which will be needed in order to 
perform bend 1 (along bend line 1), since the stage which was 
utilized to perform bend 2 (which has a length equal to the 
length of bend line 2) cannot be used to perform bend 1 since 
such a stage cannot fit between tab portions c and d of 
workpiece 16. No additional predicted stages or tooling 
change is expected by the tooling expert; and accordingly, the 
tooling expert assigns an h cost of 0 to be associated with 
node n^. It is noted that the tooling expert may initially 
detemine a total initial h cost based upon the total amount 
of predicted stages that will be needed to perform the 
con^jlete bend sequence, either at an initial point in the 
search before performing the search. In the present exan^sle, 
a total initial h cost is calculated to be 1200, since two 
predicted stages have been predicted to be necessary to 
perform bends 1 and 2 on workpiece 16. Throughout the search, 
the k cost is either 0 (with no extra stages needed) or 600 
(if an additional stage is needed for the bend corresponding 
to, the present node) . The h cost for a given node is equal to 
the total initial h cost minus all of the preceding and 
current k costs leading up to and including the given node. 
Accordingly, for node n*, since the preceding k cost leading 
to n4 was 600, and the present k cost for n^ is 600, the h 
cost is 1200 - 600 - 600 « 0. 

The cost assigned by the motion expert to correspond to 
node n< include a k cost of 8 and an h cost of 4. The k cost 
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is estimated to be twice the average preceding k cost, since 
two motions are needed in order to perform a repo. One 
movement is needed to take the workpiece from a stage at which 
the workpiece was left from a previous bend to the repo 
gripper, and the second movement is to move the robot gripper 
to the repositioned location while the repo gripper is 
grasping workpiece 16. The predicted h cost assigned by the 
motion expert for a repo node is the predicted additional 
costs needed to perform all future movements in the bend 
sequence. In this case, h is estimated to be the h value 
calculated for a previous node n2 minus the present k cost, 
and thus is estimated to be 4 seconds for node Ha. The total 
incremental costs are then added to the total of all previous 
k costs preceding that node (in this case repo node ru) . Thus, 
all the incremental associated with node n4 are added to a 
total previous k costs of 604 which were previously calculated 
in association with node nz, to obtain a total cost value of 
1246. 

The bend sequence planner will, in performing its state- 
space search, thus choose n4 as the best node and will proceed 
with expanding that node to form its successor nodes- The 
successor nodes of repo node n4 include node ns. In this case, 
node ns is the goal node, since it results in the workpiece 16 
having all of its bends completed to form a 3D part. The 
costs determined by the relative experts include a presumed 
holding k cost of 0, a calculated tooling k cost of 600, and a 
calculated motion k cost of 4. Since the present node n^ is 
known to be the goal node, no h costs are calculated. The 
previous total k costs 642 seconds. Accordingly, 642 is added 
to the k cost for tooling of 600 and the k cost for motion of 
4 to be equal a total f value of 1246. Such an f value is the 
cheapest f value among the nodes still left on OPEN. 
Accordingly, this node will be checked to see if it is a goal 
node, and if it is a goal node, the solution path wiir be 
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generated to include (in order) bend 2 which corresponds to 
node xii, a repo which corresponds to node riAf and bend 1 which 
corresponds to node ns. 

(d) Permutabilil-v Determination 
5 As described above, in connection with Figs. 23A-23D, 

before asking an expert for the costs associated with a 
particular node, a test is performed for the permutability of 
that node regarding the subplan and costs for each expert. 
For example, in step S66 shown at the top of Fig. 23A, a test 

10 is performed for the permutability of a particular successor 
node nj to determine if it is merely a permutation of another 
node, and thus has an equivalent set of subplan and costs. If 
this is the case, it would be wasteful to again ask the 
holding expert for a proposed subplan and associated k and h 

15 costs, since these parameters are already known, and can be 
obtained by merely referring to the other equivalent nodes. 
Fig. 26 illustrates a graph of compared histories of nodes b6' 
and b6, which have been generated by the bend sequence planner 
in performing its state-space search. Assuming that the 

20 subplanning and cost assignment process of the bend sequence 
planning algorithm was being performed on a particular node b6, 
at each of steps S66 (Fig. 23A) , S76 (Fig. 23B) , and S88 (Fig. 
23C) , a test will be performed for the permutability of that 
node with any other nodes in the search tree regarding the 

25 holding expert's subplan and costs, the tooling expert's 
subplan and costs and the motion expert's sxibplan and costs, 
respectively. In testing whether or not a node is a mere 
permutation of another node within the search tree, a node 
such as node b6 illustrated in Fig. 26 will be compared to 

30 another node in the search tree, such as node b6', also 
illustrated in Fig. 26. In making the comparison, the history 
of node b6, which includes nodes b2/ rl, b4, b3/ r2, and b5, 
is conypared to the history of b6', which includes b2', rl\ 
b3', b4', r2' and b5'. 
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Depending on the particular implementation of the bend 
sequence planner and the particular calculations made by each 
of the experts, the method to be used to determine whether one 
node is a permutation of another will vary. However/ an 
analysis can be performed of the various permutations of nodes, 
and the various subplans and costs that can be associated with 
each node at various levels of the search, in order to 
determine under what conditions a node is a mere permutation 
of another node in the search. Based upon the results of the 
analysis, an appropriate method may be formed for determining 
whether a node is a permutation of another node, in terms of 
the subplan and costs assigned for the node. Thus, while the 
above-described examples have been given for determining the 
permutability of a node regarding the subplan and costs 
assigned by the holding expert and the motion expert, 
respectively, alternative methods may be used depending upon 
particular variations and implementations of the bend sequence 
planner and the experts of a system. A similar method can be 
provided for determining whether or not a node is permutable 
with another node in terms of the subplan and costs assigned 
by a motion expert. Thus, a specific embodiment for making 
that determination is not described in detail herein. 
3* Expert Modules > Subplannina, and Dialogue Between 

Modules 

Figs. 29-31 respectively include charts which depict the 
dialogue between the bend sequence planner and the holding 
expert, tooling expert, and motion expert of the illustrated 
embodiment planning system 71 as shown in Fig. 5A. Referring 
to Fig. 29, which illustrates the dialogue between bend 
sequence planner 72 and holding expert 82, several query 
arrows Ql,„ Q2, Q3, Q4 and Q5 are illustrated to represent a 
query message being forwarded from the bend sequence planner 
72 to holding expert 82. In addition, several response arrows 
Rl, R2, R3, R4, and R5 are illustrated to represent response 
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messages from holding expert 82 to bend sequence planner 72. 
While the queries and responses are indicated in Fig. 29 with 
consecutive numbers from 1 to 5, this is not meant to indicate 
that there could not be additional queries and responses, in 
between, before, or after the queries and responses 
illustrated in Fig. 29. Rather, these numerals are merely 
provided to facilitate the description of the dialogue between 
the modules as shown in Fig. 29. 

At some point before commencing its search (e.g., at 
step S30 as illustrated in Fig. 22A) , bend sequence planner 72 
forwards an initial query Ql to holding expert 82, which 
includes, among other things, a start command, suid a file name 
for the part to be produced. This query Ql would be forwarded 
utilizing a VERB "plan ..." (which is utilized to initialize 
a module for planning a part). Upon receipt of query Ql, the 
holding expert then performs an input operation indicated by 
II, which includes reading an appropriate file which includes 
geometric, topological, feature information, and other 
infortoation regarding the parts to be prdduced. After the 
part is read, initial planning steps will be performed, as 
indicated in block PI. More particularly, holding expert 82 
will perform gripper selection, which includes picking a robot 
gripper^ and which includes picking a temporary repo gripper. 
In addition, holding expert 82 will predict the minimum number 
of repos that will be needed to complete the overall bend 
sequence. After performance of the initial plaxming steps in 
PI/ holding expert 82 then sends the resulting information 
back to bend sequence planner 72 via a response Rl. The 
response includes a savelist which includes a list of names of 
attributes to be saved by bend sequence planner 72. The 
savelist further includes, along with each attribute name, the 
parameters and values accompanying each attribute to be saved 
by bend sequence planner 72. The attributes to be saved by 
bend sequence planner 72 at this point include the selected 



70 



wo 96/15481 



PCT/JP95A)2291 



robot gripper, the temporarily selected repo gripper, and the 
values indicative of the lainimum predicted nimber of repos 
which will be necessary to conplete all of the bends of the 
bend sequence. 

5 After response Rl (e.g., in step S38 of the bend 

sequence planning process illustrated in Fig. 22B) , the search 
is started. After commencing the search, a query Q2 is sent 
to holding expert 82 (e.g., at step S72 of the bend sequence 
planning process illustrated in Fig. 23A) . The query Q2 

10 includes bend sequence information, and a request for a 
proposed subplan, a k cost and an h cost associated with that 
particular node. In this regard, a "get" FEL command may be 
utilized to perform this query. After receipt of query Q2, 
holding expert 82 will then perform planning steps indicated 

15 in block P2, which include predicting the number of repos 
which will be needed after performance of the presently 
proposed bend-related operation, determining the grasp 
location (i.e., the location at which the robot should grasp a 
workpiece in order to perform the presently proposed bend) , 

20 and potential repo locations (for the repo gripper 's grasp on 
the workpiece) , and will also determine k and h costs 
associated with the particular proposed bend-related operation 
(which would include either a bend or a repo) . Once all the 
planning is performed in block P2, holding expert 82 will then 

25 respond with a response R2 to bend sequence planner 72, the 
response including the k and h costs, a siibplan, and various 
attributes which will be saved by bend sequence planner 72 as 
specified in a savelist forwarded by holding expert to bend 
sequence planner 72. If the presently proposed node is not a 

30 repo node, k will either be equal to 0 or infinity, 0 
indicating that no repo is necessary at the present node, and 
infinity indicating that there are no available places for the 
robot to grasp the workpiece without first performing a repo. 
The h value will be equal to 30 (an estimated amount of time 
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it takes to perform a repo) times the predicted number of 
repos from the present node to the goal nodes. If the present 
node is a repo node, k will be equal to 30, if the repo is 
possible, or infinity if a repo cannot be performed at the 
present level of the search for the present node. The h cost 
will be 30 times the predicted number of repos which will need 
to be performed after performance of the present node bend- 
related operation. 

After performance of processing in relation to query Q2 
and response R2, bend sequence planner 72 will then query 
various other experts including tooling expert 80 and motion 
expert 84, in order to obtain their respective siibplans and 
costs, and repeatedly will query each of the experts in 
association with each node generated during the search in 
order to form a complete bend sequence plan which includes 
nodes from the start node to the goal node. Once the search 
has ended and a solution has been obtained, bend sequence 
planner 72 will forward another query Q3 to holding expert 82 
which includes a request for the suction cup plan, again 
utilizing the "get" verb of FEL. In response to query Q3, 
holding expert 82 will perform suction cup planning as 
indicated by block P3. Suction cup planning will include a 
determination of what locations along the workpiece 
loader/unloader may place its suction cups during loading and 
unloading of the workstation. Once the suction cup planning 
has been completed, holding expert 82 will respond with 
response R3 to bend sequence planner 72. Bend sequence 
planner 72 will subsequently again query, by query Q4, holding 
expert 82, for the final repo gripper that will be used and 
the location of the repo gripper on the workpiece for various 
stages of the bend sequence. The "get" verb of FEL may be 
used for this query. After receipt of query Q4, holding 
expert 82 will perform the planning indicated in block P4, 
which includes repo planning to be performed after the search. 
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In performing the repo planning after the search/ holding 
expert 82 chooses a true repo gripper to be utilized in 
execution of the resulting bend sequence plan, and finalizes 
the repo position based upon the chosen repo gripper. After 
completion of the repo plan after the search, holding expert 
82 will forward a response R4 to bend sequence planner 72. 
Thereafter, in query Q5, bend sequence planner 72 will further 
query holding expert 82 for a backgage plan. Accordingly, 
holding expert 82 will perform backgage planning as indicated 
by block P5, and will respond to bend sequence planner 72 with 
the appropriate backgage plan in response R5. 

Once all the planning has been performed by holding 
expert 82, including the final planning after the search, bend 
sequence planner 72 will have queried the motion expert 84 for 
its final plan information, and will await, before execution 
of the plan, the results of the final motion plan from motion 
expert 84. After receipt of the final motion plan from motion 
expert 84, bend sequence planner 82 will then proceed to 
forward the final plan to sequencer 76. 

In the illustrated dialogue between bend sequence 
planner 72 and tooling expert 80 in Fig. 30, several queries 
are illustrated from bend sequencer planner 72, indicated by 
query lines Qll, Q12, and Q13, and several responses are 
illustrated by response line Rll, R12, and R13. As indicated 
by the first query line Qll, at some point in time before 
commencing its search (e.g., at step S32 in the bend sequence 
planning process illustrated in Fig. 22A) , bend sequence 
planner 72 will command tooling expert 80 to start its 
processing, and will forward the name of the part to be 
produced with the use of a "plan" verb in FEL. Upon receipt 
of query Ql, as indicated by input line 12, tooling expert 80 
will then read an appropriate part file. Subsequently, 
tooling expert 80 will perform various planning steps as 
indicated by blocks Pll, P12 and P13. These planning steps 
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include selection of a tool profile, bin-packing/ and 
perfonning a calculation of an initial h value (which 
corresponds to the total number of predicted stages that will 
be needed to perform all of the bends of the bend sequence) • 
5 The bin-packing algorithm comprises the selection of tool 
segments that will together add up to the appropriate stage 
length for each stage to be utilized by the bending 
workstation in performing the bends of the bend sequence. 
Once all of the appropriate plan information is gathered in 

10 planning blocks Pll, P12, and P13, tooling expert 80 will 
respond as indicated by response line Rll/ to bend sequence 
planner 12, and will indicate to bend sequence planner 72, via 
a savelist, various attributes to be saved. Subsequently 
(e.g., at step S38 in Fig. 22B) , the bend sequence planner 72 

15 will commence it search. Once the search is commenced, and 
after the information has been gathered from holding expert 82, 
bend sequence planner 72 forwards a query Q12 to tooling 
expert 80, which includes the bend sequence at that point of 
the search and a query for the subplan and associated k and h 

20 costs. The verb "get" in FEL is utilized for this query. 
Tooling expert 80 then performs planning steps, as indicated 
by planning block P14, which include picking of a stage length 
to correspond to a bend and a location along that stage where 
the bend should be performed, arranging the stages, 

25 calculating the k and h costs, and performing fine motion 
planning. Then, tooling expert 80 responds to bend sequence 
planner 72 via response R12, and forwards the k and h costs 
and the associated subplan information to bend sequence 
planner 72. A savelist is also included in response R12 which 

30 indicates information and attributes that should be saved by 
the planner. Subsequent queries and responses may be 
exchanged throughout the search, with tooling expert 80 and 
with other experts 82 and 84 before the search is finished. 
Once the search ends and a solution has been found (e.g., in 
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Step S56 in Fig. 22D of the bend sequence planning process), a 
query Q13 instructing the tooling expert to finalize will be 
forwarded to tooling expert 80. Tooling expert 80 will then 
perform its appropriate final processing, and return, via 
5 response R13, any final information to bend sequence planner 
72. Subsequently, bend sequence planner 72 requests final 
information and final processing to be performed by motion 
expert 84 and will await the results thereof. Once the final 
motion planning results have been obtained by motion expert 84, 

10 bend sequence planner 72 will compile all information to form 
a final plan, and will forward the same to sequencer 75. 

As illustrated in Fig. 31, bend sequence planner 72 
communicates with motion expert 84 before, during and after 
performing a search, in the form of queries and responses 

15 which may include the queries indicated by query lines Q21, 
Q22 and Q23, and respective response lines R21, R22 and R23. 
Initially (e.g., as indicated at step S34 in Fig. 22A) , a 
first query Q21 may be forwarded to motion expert 84 which 
includes a start command, and the name of the part to be 

20 produced. Upon receipt of query Q21, motion expert 84 will 
then input the appropriate part file and a channel file which 
represents all of the free space channels through which the 
part and the robot may be manipulated in performance of the 
various bends and operations of the bend sequence. This input 

25 is indicated by 13. Thereafter, motion expert 84 will send a 
response R21 to bend sequence planner 72, indicating, 
essentially, that the information was read in and 
acknowledging that it is ready for the next query by bend 
sequence planner 72. Sometime thereafter (e.g., at step 538 

30 in Fig. 22B), the state-space search of the bend sequence 
planner 72 will commence. Then, bend sequence planner 72 will 
cfuery holding expert 82 for various information while 
performing the first level of the search, then query tooling 
expert 80, and thereafter send a query Q22 to motion expert 84. 
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Query Q22 includes information about the bend sequence, the 
gripper location and the bend locations on the stages (in the 
form of a bend map) . This query may be sent to motion expert 
84 by using a "get" verb in FEL. Upon receipt of query Q22, 
5 motion expert 84 will perform processing in processing block 
P21/ and thus will develop a subplan and determine the k and h 
costs for performing the bend proposed by bend sequence 
planner 72 at that particular point in the bend sequence. The 
resulting k and h costs and subplan are returned to bend 

10 sequence planner in response R22. Afterward, additional 
processing by other experts 80, 82, and by motion expert 84 
may be performed in order to complete the search. 

Once the search has ended and the solution has been 
obtained, bend sequence planner 72 will send an additional 

15 query Q23, which includes a finalize command, with query Q23, 
bend sequence planner 72 will forward information to motion 
expert 84 so that motion expert 84 may perform all final 
planning operations. Such forwarded information would include 
the bend sequence, the gripper locations for each bend in the 

20 sequence, the repo locations for each repo to be perfomed, 
the bend maps corresponding to the bends of the bend sequence, 
and all fine motion plans which have been developed by tooling 
expert 80, in order to bring the workpiece into and out of the 
die space when performing each bend in the bend sequence. 

25 Motion expert 84 utilizes that information to perform the 
processing indicated in processing block P22. More 
particularly, motion expert 84 will figure out the various 
starting and finishing points in order to develop a gross 
motion plan. A search algorithm is then performed in order to 

30 form paths between the gross motion starting and finishing 
locations. Then, the resulting gross motion paths are linked 
with the fine motion paths so that a complete motion scheme is 
formed, commencing with acquiring the workpiece from the 
loader/unloader during loading of the workstation, bringing 
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the worJqjiece to each of its bends, and finally bringing the 
finished wor)cpiece to the loader/unloader to be unloaded from 
the workstation. 

The complete motion plan is then returned to bend 
5 sequence planner 72 in a response R23. Once the complete 
motion plan has been received by bend sequence planner 72, 
bend sequence planner 72 may compile the complete plan, and 
forward the same to sequencer 76 for execution. 

Fig. 32 illustrates a flow chart of an example process 

10 for performing robot gripper selection. This process is 
performed, e.g., in planning block PI in Fig. 29. In a first 
step S128, a library of grippers is read in. Then, in step 
S130, the process prunes obviously bad grippers, e.g., if they 
have certain dimensions which are inappropriate for the type 

15 of work being performed by the bending workstation. In step 
S132, a minimum number of repos for each gripper is predicted. 
Thereafter, in step S134, the one or more grippers having the 
smallest predicted number of repos is selected. Then, in step 
S136, among the selected grippers, all of the grippers having 

20 the largest width are selected. Among the remaining grippers, 
those with the smallest length from the tool center point to 
the front tip of the gripper, are selected. Among those 
selected grippers, the grippers with the shortest knuckle 
height are selected. If there is only one gripper having the 

25 largest width among the selected grippers, then that gripper 
will be selected and no further determination is needed as to 
the length of the gripper or as to the knuckle height of the 
gripper. Similarly, if several grippers have the largest 
width among the select grippers, but only one gripper has the 

30 sitiallest length, then that gripper will be selected and no 
further determination will be needed as to the knuckle height 
of the gripper. If there are several grippers left that have 
an equal shortest knuckle height, as determined in step S136, 
then any one of those grippers may be chosen. Thereafter, in 



77 



wo 96/15481 



PCT/JP95rtl2291 



Step S138/ the chosen gripper is returned to the holding 
expert . 

As illustrated in Fig. 32, a prediction must be made as 
to the minimum number of repos needed for each gripper in step 
S132. Such a prediction of the minimum number of repoS/ 
before the search, can be performed by utilizing the exemplary 
process illustrated in Fig. 34A. The goal of the process 
depicted in Fig. 34A is to, for a given robot gripper and a 
given part, predict the minimum number of repos that will be 
needed in order to form the coii?)lete 3D part. Among the 
information utilized. In order to perform the prediction, 
information is needed regarding both the 2D part, and 3D part 
(the coit^letely formed bent part) . In a first step, discrete 
points are generated around a periphery of a part of a 2D 
representation of the part. Such discrete points, located a 
set distance from the edge of the part, are illustrated in Fig. 
33A. The granularity shown in Fig. 33A is merely for the 
purpose of explanation of the algorithm, and does not 
necessarily reflect a preferred granularity. The granularity 
of the discrete points may be varied in order to obtain an 
optimum accuracy, while not sacrificing the speed of the 
search process. 

Assuming a grasp position at a first one of the discrete 
points, a bend set including all of the possible bends for 
that robot grasp position will be identified in step S142, 
assuming that the part is still flat, (in 2D) and that the 
part is at the L/UL. This is repeated for each discrete point 
around the periphery of the 2D part 16a (e.g., as shown in Fig. 
33A) , and all bend sets for each corresponding robot grasp 
point are identified^ 

Thereafter, in step SI 44, a determination is made as to 
the min imum nimber of unions of the bend sets determined in 
step S142 that will form a con5>lete set of bends (i.e., all of 
the bends of the bend sequence) . This minimum number of 
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unions will be identified as a 2D mininiuin number of repos R2. 
Thereafter, in step S146, the discrete points are generated 
around the periphery of a 3D part 16b (e.g.^ as shown in Fig, 
33B) - It is noted that the granularity shown in Fig. 33B is 
5 only shown by way of example/ and does not necessarily 
represent the preferred granularity for performing the present 
algorithm. The appropriate granularity for the generation of 
points around the outer periphery of the part may be modified 
in accordance with the desired accuracy and speed of the 

10 algorithm. For each point generated around the periphery of 
3D part 16b, the corresponding bend set (i.e., all of the 
possible bends that may be performed when the robot is 
grasping the part at that location) is identified, thereby 
identifying all of the bend sets for all of the discrete 

15 points around a periphery of 3D part 16b, Then, proceeding to 
step S150 (in Fig. 34B) , the minimum number of unions required 
to get a complete set of bends (i.e., all of the bends of the 
bend sequence) is determined, and is called R3 which 
represents the minimum number of 3D repos. In performing step 

20 S148, all of the possible sets of bends in grasping at the 
respective discretized X positions on 3D part 16b are formed 
assuming a particular gripper, and further assuming that the 
3D part is located at the repo station. At step S152, the 
values R2 and R3 are returned to the algorithm for selecting 

25 the robot gripper (e.g., as disclosed in Fig. 32) and to the 
holding expert. The value R3 represents an upper bound number 
of predicted repos, since it is more difficult to hold the 
worlqsiece when it is completely bent/ i.e., a 3D part, than it 
is to hold the workpiece in performing bends when it is a flat 

30 part. The value R2 represents a lower bound number of 
predicted repos. The selection of robot gripper algorithm and 
the holding expert may each utilize either the lower value R2, 
the upper value R3, or a combination of the two in performing 
their calculations and determinations. For example, for 
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purposes of choosing a robot gripper (in step S134 shown in 
Fig. 32), the lower number R2 may be first considered. If 
there are more than one grippers with an equal smallest 
predicted number of repos B2, but with different values R3, 
5 then the grippers with the smallest value R3 may be selected. 
These selected grippers, if more than one, would then be 
further evaluated in accordance with step S136, as shown in 
the flow chart of Fig. 32. 

Fig. 35A illustrates a process for predicting the 

10 minimum nxmber of repos which can be used during the search. 
The algorithm for predicting the minimum number of repos used 
before the search did not include an evaluation of 
intermediate parts, in order to save time. In order to have 
better accuracy throughout the search, the algorithm depicted 

15 in Fig. 35A also considers a formed intermediate part, and the 
variations of the part as it moves throughout the various 
bends . 

In a first step S154, an intermediate part is formed, by 
calling an appropriate function in a geometric modeling 

20 library. The intermediate part includes all of the bends in 
the bend sequence so far up to the present node of the search, 
Thereafter, in step S156, discrete points are generated around 
the periphery of the intermediate part, in a manner similar to 
that described in the process of Figs. 34A-34B, and in a 

25 manner similar to that illustrated in Figs. 33A and 33B. Once 
the discrete points are generated, in step S158, a bend set is 
determined for each grasp location point. In other words, a 
determination is made as to all of the possible bends that may 
be performed while the robot gripper is grasping the part at 

30 each discretized point. In step S160, a determination is made 
as to the minimum number of unions of the bend sets generated 
in step S158 needed to form a complete set of bends (i.e., all 
of the bends of the bend sequence). This number is called Ri. 
Once the value Ri is determined, then, in step SI 62, discrete 
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points are generated around the periphery of the 3D part. A 
bend set (i.e., the possible bends that may be performed for 
each gripper position along the discretized points) is then 
identified in step S164(see Fig. 35B) . The minimum number of 
5 unions of the bend sets is then determined which would be 
necessary to form a complete set of bends (i.e., all of the 
bends of the bend sequence) . That minimum number of unions is 
referred to as R3. Then, in step S168, a low h cost Ri(c) and 
a high h cost R3(c) are assigned and returned to the planner. 

10 The cost values Ri(c) and R3(c) are estimates of the amount of 
time it ta)ces to perform a repo times the minimum number of 
repos (Ri and R3, respectively) . Instead of sending the low h 
cost and high h cost as noted in step SI 68 to the holding 
expert, the process for predicting the minimum number of repos 

15 during the search may send the values Ri and R3 themselves . 

Fig. 36A illustrates an example process for determining 
the robot grasp locations, as performed in planning block P2 
in the chart depicted in Fig. 29 by holding expert 82, In a 
first step, S170, an intermediate part (having the bends 

20 corresponding to the present node of the state-space search of 
the bend sequence planner) is constructed. Thereafter, in 
step S172, all edges which are not appropriate for grasping 
are rejected. For example, an edge may be rejected if it is 
not a face which is parallel to the robot's XY plane. In 

25 addition, an edge may be rejected if it is inaccessible by the 
robot gripper when the part is loaded in the die space. In 
addition, the edge may be rejected if the edge is too close to 
the die, so that the robot would collide with the tooling 
before and/or during the bend operation. The edge may also be 

30 rejected if grasping the workpiece on such an edge would cause 
the robot to be outside of its work- space. 

For each non- rejected edge, the steps following step 
S172 are performed (shown in Fig. 36A) . In step S174, for 
each non-rejected edge, every vertex is transformed from sheet 
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coordinates to edge coordinates . In this regard, by way of 
example/ an illustration is provided in Fig. 37 in order to 
define an exazaple set of sheet coordinates and on a 
worJcpiece 16 having bend lines 1/ 2, 3, and 4, which may be 
5 transformed to edge coordinates X, and Y, which correspond to 
the edge of worJcpiece 16 which is next to bend line 1. 

In terms of edge coordinates, each edge is discretized 
ties into points along the X axis in step S176. Thereafter, 
in step S178, for each discretized ties point, Xp, grasp lines 

10 are generated which extend along the Y axis. In order to 
generate the grasp lines along the Y axis, several process 
steps are performed. For example, referring to Fig. 38, for a 
discretized point Xp, a (broken) grasp line 306 is formed 
along the Y axis. For the discretized ties point Xp, an 

15 initial Y value Ys is proposed which is set at a distance from 
the edge (e.g., 3 mm). It is assumed that the gripper is 
oriented to be normal to the X axis in edge coordinates. A 
determination is then made as to whether or not the point Ys 
is out of the robot's work space, while the workpiece is at 

20 the loader, the repo station, or at one of the stages. If 
this is the case, a new point along a line corresponding to 
the discretized ties point Xp and normal to the edge is found 
that is within the work space. For the first valid Yp, a 
determination is made as to whether Yp is beyond the gripper' s 

25 maximum reach. If so, the value Yp is rejected- In addition, 
a determination is made as to whether or not the gripper can 
make good pad contact with the part if the gripper is at the 
position Yp. If no good pad contact can be made, the position 
Yp is rejected. New values for Yp are proposed, until line 

30 306 reaches a first maximum location at which the robot can 
grasp the part, that first maximum position being Yf . This 
distance is defined by the fact that pads cannot have good 
contact any more due to holes or due to a boundary in the part. 
For exanple, a maximum position Yf is found right before a 



82 



wo 96/15481 



PCT/JP95y02291 



first hole 307 in the worlq5iece 16 shown in Fig. 38. The next 
viable or potential Yp is then found along the line running 
perpendicular to the edge and is defined as a new initial or 
starting position Ys'. Y values Yp are then proposed and 
5 tested until an additional final position Yf ' is found due to 
limits because the pads cannot have good contact or due to the 
fact that the part has a boundary at that location. Thus, as 
shown in the workpiece in Fig- 38, Yf is determined to be 
just before second hole 308. This process is repeated until 

10 the end of the line 306 reaches the gripper's maximiara reach or 
the boundary on the opposite side on workpiece 16. Thus, an 
additional line segment extending from Ys" to Yf" is generated. 

Once the grasp lines have been generated for each 
discretized point Xp, later in step S180 (see Fig. 36B), a 

15 common grasp area is defined for the present bend in the 
search, and is defined to be the intersection of the current 
grasp lines with the grasp lines determined for previous bends 
since the last chosen repo in the search. A k cost of 0 is 
assigned if the intersection is not equal to 0, and a k cost 

20 of infinity is assigned if the intersection is 0. This 
signifies that the present bend cannot be performed since the 
grasp areas needed to perform the bend are not common with the 
previous bend. Thereafter, in step S182, a temporary grasp 
location is selected within a defined common area. 

25 Whenever it is determined that there is no intersection 

of grasp regions, and thus a repo is necessary, final grasp 
locations are selected for the bends preceding the repo, since 
it is known that the grasp location will not change any 
further for that set of bends. A final grasp location is 

30 selected such that a large repo are is generated. 

Fig. 39 illustrates the evolution of the common grasp 
area as determined throughout a search, as calculated by a 
determined robotic grasp locations process, e.g./ as 
illustrated in Figs. 36A-36B. The grasp area for bend 1 is 
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first determined as illustrated in view A. Then, with bend 1 
having been already performed/ and the corresponding flange 
being bent (indicated by the cross-hatched lines in view B) , 
the potential grasp regions which can be utilized to perform 
bend 2 are determined as illustrated in view B. The 
intersection of the regions in views A and B is then 
determined as illustrated in view C. Then, bend 2 is 
performed (indicated by cross-hatched lines in view D) , and 
the total available grasp regions which may be utilized to 
perform bend 3 are determined as shown in view D. To go from 
bend 2 to bend 3, an intersection is made of the regions in 
views C and D, as shown in view E, This signifies that there 
is no different intersecting region and that a repo must be 
done before bend 3 can be performed (as indicated by the 
cross-hatched lines in view F) . The repo is then performed, 
and bend 3 is performed. Before performing bend 4, the 
potential robot grasp regions for that bend are determined as 
illustrated in view F. In order to determine the exact grasp 
position to perform bend i, an intersection is made of the 
regions in views D and F, as indicated in view G, This is the 
region for the robot grasp location that can be utilized in 
order to perform both bends 3 and 4. 

Each bend, which has already been performed, is 
indicated by cross-hatched lines being placed on the flange 
that is bent. The grasp regions are indicated by a solid 
black line. 

Fig. 40 illustrates first and second views of a 
worJcpiece 16, the views showing the grasp line regions 
determined before performing a first bend, and before 
performing a second bend, respectively. As can be seen in Fig. 
40, the grasp line region 309 con^jrises a certain large area 
of the workpiece 16. The lower view illustrates the 
intersection of the grasp line region (i.e., the grasp area) 
shown in the top view which can be utilized to perform the 
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first bend and a grasp line region (not shown) which may be 
utilized to perform the second bend. Thus, grasp line region 
310 is a small subset of the grasp line region 309, and may be 
utilized as a grasp location to perform both the first bend 

and the second bend. 

Fig. 41A illustrates an exaii?>le embodiment of a process 
for determining the repo gripper locations which will be 
performed during repo planning after the search as indicated 
by planning block P4 in Fig. 29. In a first step S184, an 
intermediate part is constructed. The edges which are not 
appropriate are then rejected in step S186. For example, the 
process may reject an edge if it does not correspond to a face 
which is parallel to the robot's X-Y plane. For each non- 
rejected edge, the steps following step S186 are performed. 
In step S188, the intermediate part is transformed from sheet 
coordinates to edge coordinates. Thereafter, in step S190, 
the edge of concern is discretized along the X axis (in a 
manner similar to that illustrated in Figs. 33A and 33B) with 
an appropriate granularity. Then, in step S192, grasp lines 
are generated along the Y axis, by generating points along the 

Y axis from a first point Ys (e.g., 3 mm) to the gripper 's 
maximum reach along the line which is placed on the discrete X 
point. For every point along that line, if the repo gripper 
interferes with a previous robot gripper location, that Y 
location is rejected. In addition, for each Y position, if 
the repo gripper interferes with any portion of the part, that 

Y position is rejected. In addition, if there is no good pad 
contact between the repo gripper and the part, that Y position 
is rejected. A line is thus drawn as shown in Fig. 38 from an 
initial position Ys to a final position Yf which is a first 
maximum position that the repo gripper may grasp the part 
until it hits a boundary portion (e.g., a hole in the part). 
Additional sets of initial and final positions Ys and Yf are 
formed until the repo gripper reaches its maximum reach (e.g., 
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at Yf" as shown in Fig, 38), in a manner similar to that 
performed in the process for determining the robot ' s grasp 
locations as disclosed in conjunction with Figs, 36A and 36B. 

A final repo location is assigned (in consideration of 
previous and current robot gripper location) when the search 
reaches the goal or another repo becomes necessary. 

Fig. 42 illustrates an exai^le embodiment of the process 
for performing repo gripper selection before the search. This 
may not be actually implemented. In a first step S198, a 
library of grippers is read, and in a second step S200, a 
conservative repo gripper is selected. A conservative repo 
gripper is defined as a gripper which is narrow and short, and 
is capable of holding the part (in either 3D or 2D shapes). 
The selected repo gripper is a temporary solution, since a 
final repo gripper selection will be performed after the 
search is completed. The repo gripper selection after the 
search is illustrated in Figs, 43A-43B. In a first step S202, 
all the intermediate part geometries for the various bends 
throughout the bend sequence are constructed. In other words, 
in accordance with the order of bends determined from the 
search, the appropriate intermediate part geometries 
corresponding to each bend within the bend sequence are 
constructed. Then, in step 52 04, grippers are pruned, which 
are deemed inappropriate due to obvious reasons (e.g., they 
caxmot grasp a part because of insufficient dimensions) , Then, 
in step S206 available repo grippers are identified based upon 
two robot grasp locations which include an initial robot grasp 
location before the repo and a repositioned robot grasp 
location. Each of these positions has been already determined 
in the search process. If the previoiisly determined ten?)orary 
repo position, determined during the search, could be improved 
upon in view of the repo grippers that are identified as 
available, then the position is adjusted. In step S208, if 
there" are more than one available repo grippers (after 
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pruning), then the repos with the largest width are selected. 
If there are more than one repo grippers with the largest 
width, then the ones with the smallest length are chosen. If 
there is more than one repo gripper with the smallest length, 
5 then the one with the shortest knuckle height is chosen. If 
there are several repo grippers with the same smallest knuckle 
height, then any one of those is chosen. Currently, a repr 
gripper is selected such that it allows a larger robot gripper 
to be selected and it guarentees a successful generation of 
10 repo gripper locations. The width of a repo gripper is 
determined by the dimension of possible area of 3D part for 
grasping. The knuckle height of a repo gripper is determined 
to be taller than the minimum flange height of 3D part. 

As shown in Fig. 30, in a planning block P12, a bin- 
is packing algorithm is performed before the search is started. 
During the execution of the bin-packing algorithm, a plan is 
produced that specifies how the segments should be put 
together to form each stage in a list of stages to be chosen 
from. Fig. 44 illustrates an exanqple bin-packing algorithm. 
20 In a first step S210, the process builds a list of bend line 
lengths, and forms a stage length list having stage lengths 
equal to the lengths of the bend lines to be formed on the 
workpiece. In addition, the process builds or reads a list of 
available segment lengths which may be chosen from in order to 
25 form the stages in the stage length list. Then, for each 
different bend line length (i.e., for each stage length) each 
of steps S212 and S214 is performed. In step S212, an A* 
search is performed in order to determine a combination of 
segments which could be used to form the particular stage. 
30 Then, in step S214, the process returns a solution set of 
tool/die segments to the tooling experts. 

In performing the A* search, the initial node no is 
expanded to include a plurality of nodes at the first level of 
the search, each of the expanded/successor nodes at the first 
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level corresponding to one of the available segment lengths 
(i.e./ lengths of a tool punch and corresponding die segments). 
For example, if the available tool segment lengths are 10 mm, 
15 mm, 22 mm, 40 mm, 80 mm and 160 mm, the nodes at the first 
5 level would correspond to each of those segment lengths. The 
k cost assigned for each successor node is the length of the 
segment corresponding to the present node and the h cost is 
set equal to the length of a remaining portion of the stage 
which is yet to be formed by the segments (i.e., how far the 

10 search process is from the goal) . 

Figs. 45-46 illustrate how the h cost that is assigned 
by the tooling expert throughout execution of the search, and 
forwarded to the bend sequence planner 72 (in response R12, as 
shown in Fig. 30), is calculated. The tooling h cost is 

15 determined as a function of the total number of predicted 
stages that will be needed to perform all of the bends in the 
bend sequence. 

More specifically, hiE for nj, h initial is an initial h 
cost equal to the total number of predicted stages needed to 

20 perform all bends of the bend sequence multiplied by an 
approximate amount of time (e.g., 600 seconds) needed to 
install each stage, and Jc'te for n^ is the summed tooling k 
costs from node n© to node nj. In order to determine initial h 
cost (hinitiai) (the total predicted nxomber of stages) a process 

25 is performed before the search (in planning block P13 in Fig. 
30), as shown in Figs. 45 and 46. A first example workpiece 
is illustrated in the top portion of Fig. 45, and a second 
example workpiece is illustrated in the bottom portion of Fig. 
45. In the first exan?>le workpiece, a total of four bends are 

30 to be performed, and the workpiece is to have a total of five 
faces after the bends are performed. In the second exan^jle 
workpiece, a total of four bends are to be performed, and the 
workpiece will have a total of five faces after the bends are 
performed. In order to assist in the prediction of the total 
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amount of stages which will be needed to perform the bends / a 
bend "test strip" 370 is laid across each bend line of the 2D 
representation of the workpiece. In each of the examples 
shown in Fig. 45, such a bend "test strip" 370 is laid across 
the bend line which is darkened. 

Fig. 46 illustrates an example flow chart of the steps 
that may be performed in order to determine the initial 
tooling h-cost (hiniti*i) / which is the total number of 
predicted stages needed to perfona all of the bends on the 
workpiece. In a first step S216, a first stage length which 
is equal to the length of the longest bend line is placed 
within the set of assigned stages.. Thereafter, a test is 
performed for each bend line, by performing step S218 and the 
steps following step S218 for each bend. In step S218, a 
determination is made as to whether or not an extra stage is 
needed. This is done by placing a narrow "test strip" across 
the bend line in the manner illustrated by the examples shown 
in Fig. 45. If a difference value, equal to the total number 
of faces after placing the test strip over the bend line minus 
the total number of faces before the test strip, is less than 
or equal to 3, then no extra stage is needed. Otherwise, an 
extra stage is needed. In a next step S220, if an extra stage 
is needed (i.e., predicted), the longest stage (from the stage 
list) that can be used to perform the bend being tested is 
assigned, i.e., placed in the set of assigned stages. Then, a 
determination is made in step S222 as to whether the newly 
assigned stage is equal to a stage already in the set of 
assigned stages. If the newly assigned stage is already in the 
set of newly assigned stages, the newly assigned stage is not 
appended to the set, as indicated in step S226. However, if 
it is not already in the set of assigned stages/ the newly 
assigned stage will be appended to the assigned stage set in 
step S224. Thereafter, the process returns from either of 
steps S224 and S226 to step S218, if there are additional bend 
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lines which need to be evaluated. Once all the bend lines 
have been evaluated by the process, the process proceeds to 
step S228/ where the initial tooling h_cost is set to the 
product of 600 and the predicted number of stages (which is 
5 the total number of stages which have been placed in the set 
of assigned stages) . 

Applying the process steps as shown in Fig. 46 to 
Example 1 of Fig. 45, the faces after placement of the test 
strip along the bend line are equal to 8, and the niaober of 

10 faces before the placement of the test strip along the bend 
line is equal to 5. Thus, 8-5=3, and no extra stage is 
predicted. In Example 2 shown in Fig. 45, the number of faces 
after the test strip is placed over the bend line is 10. 10- 
5=5/ which is greater than 3. Accordingly, an extra stage is 

15 predicted for Example 2. 

Fig. 47A illustrates a tool selection process overview 
which forms part of the tool profile selection planning block 
Pll in Fig. 30. The process begins at the bend sequence 
planner in step S471, and proceeds to the tooling expert 

20 (tooling module) which operates in step S472. In response to 
receipt of a "PLAN" command in FEL from the bend sequence 
planner, the tooling expert forwards the part's geometric 
model, bend-graph data, and a tool library to a tool filter 
module. In step S473, the tool filter module determines a 

25 selected die, die-holder, die-rail and a list of feasible 
punches. In determining such information, the tool filter 
module performs several steps for each bend to be performed on 
the workpiece as indicated by the bend-graph data. The tool 
filter module reads necessary data for the bend^ and selects 

30 the die, die-holder, and die-rail based upon tonnage, V-width, 
angle and inside-radius requirements. The tool filter module 
then prunes the list of punches (to form a list of feasible 
punches) based upon tonnage, tip radius and tip angle 
constraints • 
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The process then returns to the tooling module in step 
S473, which then forwards the part's geometric model/ bend- 
graph data and a list of feasible punches to a profile select 
module. Then, in step S474, the profile select module selects 
5 the punch and punch holder to be utilized by the bending 
apparatus. In performing the profile selection, for each bend/ 
the profile select module selects only those punches from the 
feasible list whose profile matches the geometry of the part. 
Punches with matching profiles will not collide with the part 
10 during the bending process. The profile select module then 
selects the best punch and punch-holder accordingly. The 
appropriate selected punch and punch holder are then returned 
to the tooling module which continues its functions at step 
S475. 

15 A more detailed explanation of the algorithm performed 

by the tool filter module will now be provided. In a first 
step, the tool filter module reads the following data: the 
desired inside radius (IR) of each bend; the part material 
thickness (T) , the part material tensile strength; the minimum 

20 adjacent flange length (the minimum/preferred minimum length 
(height) of the shorter flange which runs along the bend line 
of the particular bend of concern); the bend length and bend 
angle; and a tool library (the tool library includes inverted 
profiles of the punches which can be used) . 

25 In a second step, for each bend, the tool filter module 

performs the following steps: 

(a) A list of FEASIBLE_DIES is set to eitpty. 

(b) The list of available dies in the library is 
scanned/ and for each die: 

30 if its v-width can produce the desired IR within 

some tolerance, and if its v-angle* closely matches the bend 
angle, and if the tonnage-per-meter required for this v-width 
and T (computed using a bend force chart and tonnage 
equations)/ is within the tonnage capacity of this die. 
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then, add this die to FEASIBLE_DIES. 
It is noted that the tonnage-meter requirement for the 
v-width and T may be computed using a force chart and tonnage 
equations provided by Amada in their press brake tooling 
catalogues. In addition, or in the alternative, the tonnage- 
per-meter value may be calculated using the bend chart and 
tonnage equations provided in the text entitled "New Know-how 
on Sheet-Metal Fabrication Bending Technique," written by the 
Amada Sheet Metal Working Research Association, Machinists 
Publishing Con^jany, Ltd., First Edition {May 15, 1981), the 
content of which has been incorporated by reference herein in 
its entirety. 

(c) The die is selected from FEASIBLE_DIES, which most 
closely satisfies the IR, bend angle, the minimum flange, and 
total tonnage requirements. If the minimum flange length 
constraint is still not satisfied, then a warning is issued. 
The appropriate die-holder and die-rail for the selected die 
are then selected for the selected die. 

(d) The list 'of available punches in the library is 
then scanned, and for each punch: 

if the tip atngle is less than but close to the 
selected die's v- angle, and if the tip radius is less than and 
close to the IR, and if the tonnage-per-meter required for 
this bend is within the tonnage capacity of this punch, 

then this punch is added to the list of 
FEASIBLE_PUNCHES, for this bend. 

A more detailed explanation of the steps performed by 
the profile select module will now be provided. 

In an initial step performed by the profile select 
module, for each bend, the final (finished) 3D model of the 
part is aligned in relation to the appropriate tooling in a 
position in which it would be in the bending press after 
coiQjletion of the bend being evaluated. Then, for each bend: 

(a) The list of FEASIBLE PUNCHES is scanned for this 
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bend, and for each punch, if the 3D geometric model of the 
punch does not intersect the 3D geometric model of the part at 
the end of this bend, then this punch is a FEASIBLE_PUNCH for 
this bend. The 3D part model is a sufficient condition, but 
5 may be over constraining and may be modified at a future date . 
For example, intermediate part models, representative of the 
actual shape of the part at each bend in the sequence could be 
used as the profile selection is performed throughout the 
search process being performed by the bend sequence planner. 

10 (b) The punch is selected among the FEASIBLE_PUNCHES, 

which most closely satisfies the IR, bend angle, and tonnage 
requirements. The standard "robot-tooling" punch will be 
selected if feasible. It is noted that the selected punch may 
have to be used with its profile inverted (i.e., inverted in 

15 the y direction/rotated around the Z axis by 180°), in order 
to satisfy the intersection test in step (a) above of the 
profile selection module. 

It is noted that one or both of the tool filter module 
and profile selection module calculations may be performed 

20 either before, during or after the search is performed by the 
bend sequence planner. 

Figs. 47B-47C illustrate a stage planning process which 
picks a stage and a location along the stage at which the 
workpiece will be loaded when performing a particular bend in 

25 the bend sequence, such planning being indicated in block PI 4 
of the dialogue diagram shown in Fig. 30. In a first step 
S230, an intermediate part model of the part is formed (with 
the part having the bends up to the present bend in the bend 
sequence) . 

30 In step S232, the biggest non-evaluated stage is chosen 

from the stage list (of available stages) . Then, in step S234, 
the present bend in the search is simulated with tooling 
expert (TE) collision checking, with the part being loaded at 
onto the tooling stage at a center position with respect to 
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the stage. Then, in step S236, a determination is made as to 
whether or not there was a collision during simulation of the 
bend. If there was a collision, the process proceeds to step 
S238, where the bend being evaluated in the search is 
5 simulated with TE collision checking while the part is loaded 
at the left side of the tooling stage, with the left end of 
the bend line being placed just to the left of the left side 
of the tooling stage. If a collision is then determined in 
step S242, the process proceeds to step S246- 
10 If/ however, a collision is not determined to have 

occurred in step S236, the position at which the workpiece 
will be loaded onto the stage is set to the center position in 
step S240, and the process proceeds (via connector B) to step 
S254 which is shown in Fig. 47C. 
15 If a collision is not determined in step S242, after 

simulating the bend with the part positioned on the left side 
of the stage, the process proceeds from step S242 to S244, 
where the position for loading the workpiece on the stage is 
set to the left position. Then the process proceeds directly 
20 to step S254 (via connector B) . 

In step S246, the bend is simulated with TE collision 
checking with the part positioned at the right side of the 
tooling stage (e.g., as shown in Fig. 48B) , with the part 
being placed on a tooling stage so that the right end of the 
25 bend line is placed just to the right of the tooling stage 
while the bend is performed. If a collision is determined to 
have occurred during this simulation, the process proceeds to 
step S252. If no collision occurred during this simulation as 
determined in step S248, the process proceeds from step S248 
JO to step S250, wherein the loading position is set to the right 
position, before the process proceeds to step S254. If a 
collision did occur as determined at step S248, the process 
proceeds to step S252, wherein the chosen stage (chosen in 
step S242) is disregarded, and the process proceeds (via 
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connector C) to step S232 at the top of Fig. 47B. It is noted 
that the next non-evaluated biggest stage from the stage list 
will be chosen in step S232 at this point. However, the stage 
planning process may be designed so that it will go from a 
5 "failed" biggest stage straight to a stage having a length 
approximately equal to the bend line of the particular bend 
being evaluated. 

In step S254, the evaluated stage is deemed a solution 
stage. Thereafter, in step S258, the stages are arranged 

10 along the die rail, and in step S256, the necessary left-right 
clearances for stage juxtapositioning are con^Juted. 

The above-referenced tooling expert (TE) collision 
checking process, referred to in each of steps 5234/ S238 and 
S246, may be performed as follows: 

15 The tooling expert collision checking comprises mainly 

an intersection determination. The intermediate part 
corresponding to the particular bend being evaluated in the 
search is formed, and is further converted to a B-rep 
(bovindary representation) which is compatible with the NOODLES 

20 geometric modeler • Then, an intersection is performed 
utilizing the appropriate NOODLES function. First, the number 
of faces of the part, as it changes shape throughout 
performance of the bend, are monitored. For each of a 
plurality of discretized shapes of the part throughout 

25 performance of the bend, each of those shapes are intersected 
with the appropriate tools of the bending workstation during 
the performance of the bend. The resulting number of faces of 
the part, for each shape, is then counted. If the resulting 
number of faces, intersected with the tools, is greater than 

30 the expected nxamber for that shape, then there has been a 
collision. 

The above-described steps define a preferred algorithm 
for performing a tooling expert collision checking process. 
In the alternative, the intermediate part before and after the 
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bend may be modeled by a bounding box, and the basic solid 
intersection function provided by NOODLES may be utilized to 
determine if the tools intersect with the bonding box 
representation of the workpiece for the particular bend being 
5 evaluated during the search. 

A description will now be given of a process for 
determining the necessary left-right clearances for 
juxtapositioning the stages along the die rail, as conputed in 
step S256 of the process illustrated in Figs. 47A-47B. The 

10 lateral limits of the part at the particular bend being 
evaluated are calculated based upon the amount by which the 
workpiece extends beyond a side edge of the solution tooling 
stage, and a largest lateral limit for each side of the stage 
is determined. The stages arranged adjacent to the present 

15 solution stage are then appropriately spaced to have a gap 
between the adjacent side edges which is greater than or equal 
to the larger of the determined largest lateral limits of the 
adj acent side edges . 

In arranging the stages, in step S258 of the stage 

20 planning process shown in Figs. 47B-47C, the present solution 
stage (corresponding to the presently evaluated bend) is 
placed in the middle of the die rail if it is the longest 
solution stage that has been evaluated so far in the search. 
On the other hand, if it is the shortest stage that has been 

25 decided upon at the present point in the search, then it is 
placed at the first or left position along the die rail. All 
middle gradations, from the second largest down, are 
respectively positioned from .the third position to the last 
position along the die rail, the third position being 

30 positioned just to the right of the middle position, and the 
last position being the position furthest to the right. 

Additional considerations must be taken into account by 
the bend sequence planner to arrange the layout of the stages 
when CO- linear bends are to b e performed simultaneously in 
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performance of the operation sequence. There are issues which 
must be taken into account, such as the clearance of the part 
with respect to the stages when the co-linear bend is being 
performed, and the sizes, arrangement, and number of stages 

5 that are needed in order to accommodate the co-linear bend 
while at the same time best using the resources at hand. One 
particularly important resource that must be conserved is the 
use of space along the die rail in order to set up the stages. 
The number, sizes, and spacings of the stages may be limited 

10 because of limitations in die rail space. 

When planning the staging for performance of a 
particular co-linear bend, a decision should be made as to 
whether the co-linear bend can be done with only one stage, or 
whether two spaced stages are needed in order to allow 

15 clearance therebetween. Accordingly, the tool expert should 
consider whether the co-linear bends are interrupted (as is 
the case in Fig. 20E) or non- interrupted (meaning that one 
stage can be used for both bends, as is the case in Fig. 20D) . 
A search algorithm could be used, such as A*, in order 

20 to come up with an appropriate stage layout that can 
accommodate co-linear bends, while minimizing the number of 
stages and the spacing between stages that are needed. A 
significant cost to be taken into account by such a search 
algorithm is the total length of the die rail, the amount of 

25 space along the die rail a certain staging solution will 
occupy, and amount of space along the die rail remaining at 
the present level of the bend sequence (being generated by the 
bend sequence planner) . 

Figs. 48A-48C illustrate respective intermediate 

30 representations of a workplace, being modeled in relation to 
the tooling during performance of a bend. In Fig. 48B, the 
workpiece is at a right position along the stage. In each of 
Figs. 48A and 48B, the bend line is shorter than the length of 
the tooling stage. In Fig. 48C, the workpiece centered along 
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the tooling stage, where the bend line is slightly longer than 
the length of the tooling stage. 

In each of the graphic representations shown in Figs. 
48A-48C; the various components of the bend press are modeled, 
5 including the tool punch and the die, along with an 
intermediate representation of the workpiece. 

Fig. 49 illustrates a fine motion planning process, 
which may be performed in planning block P14 of the dialogue 
chart shown in Fig. 30. In a first step S260 of the process 

10 illustrated in Fig. 49, parameters are set and initialization 
steps are performed. In this regard, the 3D models of the 
tooling and the part are read, and various initialization 
functions are performed. The goal parameters are set up based 
upon the tool and part geometry, and the desired clearance. 

15 In addition, the portion of the part inside the bend line is 
rapidly analyzed, and a boimding box that surrounds the part 
is confuted. 

In step S262, a determination is made as to whether or 
not a single solution path is readily available, by testing if 

20 the top of the part can clear the bottom edge of the tooling 
p\mch, and if certain features of the part satisfy constraints 
imposed by the tool geometry and the die opening. If such a 
single solution path is readily available, the process 
proceeds to step S264, where a fine .motion plan is quickly 

25 generated. The process is then forwarded to step S270 where 
it returns to the tooling expert with the fine motion plan and 
the fine motion cost, which is equal to the amount of time 
that it takes to mload the part from the bend press. 

If a sinqple solution is not available as determined at 

30 step S262, the process proceeds to step S266, in which a 
modified A* search is performed. In performing the search, a 
plurality of feasible virtual configuration space nodes are 
generated and placed on the OPEN list with their respective 
costs. The first level of the search includes several 
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generated intelligent direction feasible vc (virtual 
configuration) -space nodes that were appended to the OPEN list. 
When a node from the OPEN list is expanded, it is expanded to 
include several neighborhood nodes representative of locations 
5 in the general neighborhood of the parent node. Each expanded 
node is tested for feasibility by utilizing a geometric 
intersection test. If the test is positive (i.e., there is no 
collision by the use of a negative intersection function) , the 
expanded node is appended to the OPEN list along with its cost, 
10 The cost is an h cost which is set equal to the Euclidean 
distance from the expanded node to the goal. The nodes on the 
OPEN list are continually expanded to lower levels in the 
search tree until the goal is reached or until the OPEN list 
becomes empty. 

15 At step S268, a determination is made as to whether or 

not the goal was reached. If the goal was reached, the fine 
motion planning process returns to the tooling expert with the 
fine motion costs and the fine motion plan in step S270. If 
the goal was not reached, the process proceeds to step S272, 

20 where the fine motion cost is set to infinity, and is sent to 
the tooling expert. 

Fig. 50 illustrates an example process for determining 
the motion expert Ic and h costs, as indicated in planning box 
P21 of the dialogue chart shown in Fig. 31. In a first step 

25 S274, the k cost is calculated to be equal to a calculated 
robot travel time to talce the part from a position at a stage 
of an immediate preceding bend to the stage location 
corresponding to the presently evaluated bend in the search, 
without regard to collisions. Then, in step S276, the h cost 

30 is calculated to be equal to the product of the running 
average of the k cost values for the previous bends and the 
presently evaluated bend, and the sum of the number of 
remaining bends and twice the number of remaining predicted 
repos that will have to be performed before all of the bends 
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in the bend sequence are completed. 

In forming the gross motion scheme and the gross motion 
paths after the search is performed, as indicated in planning 
block P22 of the dialogue chart shown in Fig. 31, a state- 
space search algorithm, particularly an A* algorithm, may be 
performed to form each of the steps along the path from one 
point to another in order to bring the workpiece throughout 
its various stages in the bend sequence. When generating a 
path from an initial start position to a goal position, for a 
particular operation of the bend sequence, before deciding 
that the path will be the final path to be used, collision 
checking may be performed. In order to perform this collision 
checking, the workpiece, the robot, and the bend press may 
each be modeled, and intersection tests may be performed using 
the appropriate NOODLES functions. Fig. 51 illustrates a 
geometric model of a press brake 304, a woriqsiece bounding box 
300, and a robot 302. In performing collision checking in 
connection with the gross motion planning, the workpiece is 
modeled by a bounding box 300. In Fig. 51, the position of 
the robot 302 and the modeled part 300 is shown in three 
positions extending between a stage used for the final bend of 
the bend sequence to a position at the far right of the 
diagram which corresponds to a position ready for unloading by 
the loader/unloader . 

4. Geomet-rir Modelinrr 

Each module of planning system 71 utilizes geometric 
modeling functions in order to analyze the physical 
relationships between various components of the bending 
workstation and the workpiece as it is being moved and 
developed. Such geometric modeling functions may include 
representing stock, intermediate, and final parts, checking 
for interferences during motion planning and assisting in 
selecting robot grip positions. In addition, needed geometry 
information may be provided to assist the sub-planners in 
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determining punch geometry selection, tool placement, 
loader/unloader suction cup 31 placement, and interpretation 
of sensing signals. Simplified geometric representations may 
be provided for fast computations (e.g., bounding boxes, 
5 convex hulls, and 2D cross-sections), which may be needed to 
perform geometric-based reasoning methods (e.g., oct-tree 
representations, and configuration spaces). A geometric 
database of physical components may be provided which includes 
both symbolic descriptions (e.g., labeled features) along with 

10 actual geometry data of physical conponents. Other geometric 
modeling functions may be provided, although they are not 
specifically enumerated herein. 

In a particular embodiment of the present invention, 
NOODLES is utilized to perform many of the noted modeling 

IS functions. Several reasons may be given for using NOODLES to 
in5)lement the geometric modeling functions. NOODLES includes 
a large package of geometric routines and is accessible to 
C/C+/C++ source code. In addition, NOODLES is capable of 
handling non-manifold geometry (e.g., OD, ID, 2D, 3D, etc.) 

20 with the same routines, and has a hierarchal structure which 
can be used to build geometry libraries and to store various 
types of information regarding features of parts. 

A modeling mechanism (not shown) may be provided for 
modeling both upper and lower surfaces (i.e., the thickness) 

25 of each sheet metal workpiece throughout one or more of the 
design, planning, and execution phases of the bending process. 
It may be useful to have such a complete thickness 
representation in the workpiece for certain aspects of the 
system. For example, holding expert 82 may benefit from the 

30 added knowledge of knowing both the upper and lower surfaces 
of the workpiece, and motion expert 84 may be able to better 
plan for and control fine motion of the work piece when it is 
close to the die and punch tool before and after a bending 
operation. 
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Referring to Fig. 10/ an upper/lower surface modeling 
mechanism (not shown) performs a thickness transformation 
between a flat representation 114 and a representation with 
thickness 116, shown at the right of Fig. 10. Essentially, 
5 the representation with thickness 116 comprises two flat 
representations juxtaposed one on the other. 

Fig. 11 illustrates an overlapped flange 118 modeled as 
a flat representation 114 at the left of Fig. li, and 
transformed to a representation with thickness (i.e., a solid 
10 model) . Solid model 116 is shown to be equal to an upper 
surface representation 120 together with a lower surface 
representation 122. Upper surface representation 120 is shown 
in solid lines, and lower surface representation 122 is shown 
in dotted lines. 

15 Fig. 12 represents an exemplary tree structure which may 

be utilized to model the design representation of a sheet 
metal workpiece 16. At a first level, a plurality of shapes 
126 are indicated corresponding to workpiece 16. For each 
shape 126, several faces 128 are defined, and for each face, 

20 several edges 130 are defined. For each edge, a plurality of 
vertices 132 are indicated. For each vertex, a 2D (i.e., 
stock part) representation 134 may be maintained, along with a 
3D (i.e., final part) representation 136 and an intermediate 
representation 138, 

25 A thickness transformation may be performed, as 

represented by arrow 140, resulting in upper and lower surface 
representations 142, 144, which each have a tree structure 
similar to that illustrated above the line in Fig. 12. 

Figs. 17A-17B and 18A-18B illustrate several different 

30 types of geometric libraries which may be provided in order to 
aid in the performance of geometric modeling of the system. 

For further information regarding the NCX)DLES modeling 
system, and geometric modeling in general/ reference is made 
to the Reference Manual for the Noodles Library, by E. Levant 
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Gursoz, EDRC, Carnegie Mellon University/ Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania/ and a book by Michael E. Mortenson, entitled 
GaQmatric_J^fe^dfe^^ The contents of each of these dociiments 
are expressly incorporated herein by reference herein in their 
entireties. 

5. The Querv- Ba5edJM[c^tae_XQmnunic L aaouaae iFEh) 

In order to formalize the interface between each of the 
modules of the planning system, a query-based language called 
FEL may be used, FEL was originally developed by David Bourne 
in 1988, and has since been further refined. For more 
detailed information regarding FEL generally, reference should 
be made to the several user guides provided by the Robotics 
Institute at Carnegie Mellon University including: "Feature 
Exchange Language Programmer's Guide." David Alan Bourne, 
Duane T. Williams (January 14, 1994); "Using the Feature 
Exchange Language in the next Generation Controller," David 
Alan Bourne, Duane T. Williams, CMU-RI-TR-90-19; and "The 
Operational Feature Exchange Language, " David Alan Bourne, 
Jeff Baird, Paul Erion, and Duane T. Williams, CMU-RI-TR-90-06. 
The contents of each of these FEL dociaments are hereby 
expressly incorporated by reference herein in their entireties. 

Fig. 19 illustrates an exemplary FEL planning message 
145 which is being sent from bend sequence planner 72, as 
indicated by expression 146, to motion expert 84, as indicated 
by expression 148. FEL planning message 145 con^rises a query 
command sent from bend sequence planner 72 to motion expert 84, 
which provides preliminary information to motion expert 84 so 
that it may satisfy the query. An initial parameter setting 
portion 150 of message 145 is provided immediately after a 
main verb/ command "get" 152, and includes expressions "type 
message" 147, "from planning" 146, "to moving" 148, and "state 
request" 149. The expression "type cost" is provided 
immediately after setting portion 150, and signifies that a 
request is being made for the motion expert to tell the 
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planner how much a particular operation will cost. The next 
expression "bends ..." 156 queries how expensive it will be to 
perform bend number 3, after having done bend number 6. The 
numbers 7 and 1 represent a face of the workpiece that will be 
5 inserted into the die space of the bending worlcstation for 
bends 6 and 3, respectively. 

A next expression "average_cost 2.321" 158 informs the 
motion expert that this is the average cost (k-cost) for 
motion per bend for the bends that have previously been done 

10 based upon cost values previously assigned by the motion 
expert. In this case, the average cost is 2.321 seconds per 
bend previously performed. A next expression "flange- 
_before_bend" 160 indicates the height (in millimeters) of the 
tallest flange of concern (indicated in Fig. IBA as 11 

15 millimeters) to be used by the motion expert to maJce clearance 
determinations. Expression "flange_after_bend" 162 similarly 
indicates the height (in millimeters) of the tallest flange of 
concern which will exist after the bend is performed 
(indicated in Fig. 18 as 1"7.5 millimeters). A next expression 

20 "rbbot_loc" 164 informs the motion expert where the part is by 
specifying the location of the robot (as it was left upon 
completion of the previous bend) . A last expression in the 
planning message 145, "bendmap" 166, indicates the respective 
tool stages for the previous bend and presently proposed bend 

25 and where the workpiece should be with respect to the stage 
for each bend. The first value 168 represents that the 
location information is given for bend number 6, and a second 
value 170 indicates the stage at which bend number 6 was 
performed, which in this case is stage number 1. Several 

30 coordinates are listed to the right of the first and second 
values 168, 170. The first coordinate value "257." represents 
the position of the left edge of the part with respect to the 
left edge of the stage, and the second coordinate value "-257" 
represents the position of the left edge of the part with 
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respect to the stage. The value "350.7" represents the 
position of the right edge of the part with respect to the 
stage. The final value "320." represents the position of the 
stage along the die rail with respect to the left edge of the 
5 die rail. 

Generally speaking, the planning message 145 forwards 
all the information which the motion expert will need in order 
for it to generate a subplan for moving the workpiece from an 
initial position (where it is left after performance of a 

10 preceding bend) to a position ready for a proposed next bend. 

A significant feature of the query-based interface 
structure between the planner and its various sub-planners 
(experts) is that when the planner forwards a query to an 
expert, it informs the expert of all background information 

15 that the expert will need to respond to the query. Thus, the 
experts need not save information, but can simply respond to 
the bend sequence planner and return all related information 
for the bend sequence planner to save. 

(a) ronfiourat ion of FEL-Based PRQfffigg ^X^mRJi 

20 In configuring the process planner 71 illustrated in Fig. 

5, each module including bend sequence planner 72, and experts 
80, 82, and 84, is sent a command to read its startup 
configuration file. An exan?>le of such a command could be as 
follows : 

25 (read ((type file (name "config.s 2.fel"))) 

((type message) (from planning) (to tooling) (name 

"config") ) ) 

After each module has read is startup configuration file, 
the system will be set so that bend sequence planner 72 can 
30 use any specified number of experts, e.g., using a command 
such as the following: 

(set ((type experts) (experts (tooling grasping 

moving) ) ) ) 

After the experts to be used by bend sequence planner 72 
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are specified, the part design may then be read from CAD 
system 74 into each module as needed, and bend sequence 
planner 72 may start the planning process. 

(b) m^-j^oamands 

The following table lists several commands that may be 
specified by bend sequence planner 72 in participating in a 
dialogue with the other modules of the system, including the 
experts. 







SEARCH COMMANDS 


Finalize 


- collect final plan info from each module 


Get 


- get cost infonaation (and other data) for a 
bend 


Plan 


- initialize a module for planning a part 




USER COMMANDS 


Quit 


- cleanup and exit a module 


Read 


- read files for planning 


Set 


- set various module options 


Show 


- show various module data to user 



The following table lists several commands that may be 
specified by bend sequence planner 72 for execution by 
sequencer 77. 
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1 


Print 
Messages 


- print messages for BMIOO operator for 
setup 


Programs 


- download programs to NC9R press controller 
and backgage controller 


Startup 


- initialize state of press and robot 


Get 


- acqpiire part from various steps of the 
process 


Put 


- load part into various steps of the 
process 


Move 


- move the robot through a series of points 


Bend 


- initiate bend sequence (backgage and 
bending) 



The "read" command may be used to instruct a module to 
read certain files needed for planning, the files being 
5 representative of the design to be produced^ and to configure 
itself in accordance with the design- With use of the "set" 
command, various module functions may be set, e.g., how to 
display information, how to interface with other modules, and 
so on. The "show" user command may be utilized to show 
10 various module data to the user, e.g., the various nodes of 
the A* algorithm vrtiich represents the various costs or 
different bends within the proposed bend sequence. 
6. Part Desig n andJifodellng 

In the illustrated embodiments shown in Fig. 5A, a CAD 
15 system 74 performs several functions relating to part design 
and part modeling for plainning system 71. CAD system 74 
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allows a user to form a design of a given worJq^iece by working 
with sin^lif ied, primitive components (in either 2D or 3D 
form) on a graphic interface, each primitive component having 
certain desired dimensions which may be input by the user, in 
order to design the workpiece. The user may then utilize a 
user interface with CAD system 14 to connect the primitive 
components and, in addition, to remove portions, such as holes, 
slots / etc., from the connected primitive components. CAD 
system 74 may then perform feature labeling functions 
including labeling several geometric features of the workpiece, 
such features having a particular significance in the context 
of sheet metal bending. CAD system 74 may also build a bend 
graph which associates various bend-related information with 
the geometric design of the workpiece. CAD system 74 thereby 
forms an output file which includes geometric, topological, 
and bend-related feature information (including a list of 
labeled features and a bend graph) . All of this information 
is then placed into an output shape file which will form the 
basis of communication with other modules of planning system 
71. In this regard, a part modeler may be provided to form an 
interface between the design system's output shape file and 
the various expert modules 80, 82, and 84 (and 85) along with 
bend sequence planner 72. 

A part modeler may be provided which performs various 
conversions on the data provided in the output shape file in 
order to form developed part data structures which can be used 
for geometric modeling purposes by each of the modules of 
planning system 71. Part modeler may be implemented in the 
form of a library which is accessible to each of the modules 
in planning system 71, which may be utilized to manipulate the 
information in the developed part data structures and/or 
xindeveloped data structures provided in the output shape file, 
in order for the various modules to utilize the information 
provided therein to serve any particular purpose that they xnay 
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be addressing at a particular point in time. 

Fig, 13A illustrates a functional block diagram of a 
design system 311 which may be provided to perform the 
functions of CAD system 74 of the illustrated embodiment. 
5 Design system 311 performs several design-related functions 
which may be in?>lemented in the form of function modules as 
illustrated in Fig. 13A. Each function module may be 
implemented by a particular function provided in a library of 
functions coisaprised by the design system. The functions shown 

10 in Fig. 13A include a user interface 312, file I/O 314, view 
316, simulation 318, shape defining 320, hole defining 322, 
editing 324, and feature labeling 328. Each of these 
functions may be controlled by a design system control module 
326. In order to perform several feature labeling functions, 

15 bend graph module 330 and bend deduction module 332 are each 
connected to feature labeling module 328. 

Each of the functions are illustrated in Fig. 13A in the 
form of f motion modules. However, it is not necessary that 
each of these functions be separated into separate modules in 

20 the specific manner as illustrated. In the alternative, an 
overall program or hardware system may be provided which 
allows each of these functions to be performed without having 
any specific interface with other fianctions of the design 
system. For example, one complete routine may be provided 

25 within a processor of a computer to ia?>lement each and every 
one of the functions of the overall design system, without 
removing several of the general benefits provided by the 
design system disclosed herein. 

The file I/O module 314 performs functions such as 

30 reading, writing, printing, and performing data exchanges 
between modules. The view f\inction module 316 performs 
functions such as zooming in/out, and panning during display 
of the part on a graphic interface. The shape module 320 is 
provided to allow a user to specify particular shapes. 
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including rectangular shapes/ angles, a Zee, a box, a hat, and 
so on, which may be put together to form a particular 
worlqpiece design. Hole module 322 is provided for the user to 
specify various type of cavities to be provided in the 
5 workpiece, such as cutouts, holes, slots, notches and so on, 
to further allow the user to design the workpiece in a manner 
similar to that provided by shape module 320. Edit module 324 
is provided to allow the user to perform various editing 
functions such as a fillit fxmction, a chamfer function, and 

10 ch£uiging the workpiece material type and/or thickness. 
Simulation module 318 is provided so that the user can 
simulate bending and unfolding of various bends on the 
workpiece, thus to get a visual representation of such bends 
on the graphic interface to be utilized by the design system. 

15 Feature labeling module 328 is provided to automatically 

assign feature labels which pertain to sheet metal bending, 
and which will thus be useful to the planning system 71 
illustrated herein in forming or generating a bend sequence 
plan with the use of such feature labels. Feature labeling 

20 module 328 may generate feature-related information such as 
comers, setbacks, form features (e.g., dimples, louvers), 
holes, large radius bend, etc. In addition, feature labeling 
module 328 may be designed so that it directs a bend graph 
module 330 to form a bend graph which includes information 

25 organized in a certain way to relate the geographic and 
topological information to the various bends to be performed 
on the 2D workpiece to form the desired 3D finished workpiece. 
In addition, feature labeling module 328 may be designed so 
that it directs the performance of bend deduction calculations 

30 by a bend deduction module 332. The resulting bend deduction 
information may then be placed within a bend graph listing 
provided by bend graph module 330. 

Various modules p^rovided in the planning system 71 
illustrated herein perform various geometric modeling 
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functions which require that a part (i.e., a workpiece) be 
modeled. Accordingly, a part modeler should be provided, and 
may be provided in the form of a library of functions 
accessible to the various modules in order to interface 
5 between the design system's output shape files and the various 
modules within planning system 71. Fig. 13B illustrates a 
part modeling system 333 for performing this function. Part 
modeler 333 includes two main fiinction modules: a B-REP 
rearrangement module 336 and an intermediate shape conversion 

10 module 342. The B-REP rearrangement module 336 converts an 
undeveloped part data structure 334 to either or both of a 
developed 3D part data structure (in B-REP) 338 and a 
developed 2D part data structure (in B-REP) 340. Intermediate 
shape conversion module 342 converts the developed 2D part 

15 data structure (in B-REP 340) to a developed intermediate part 
data structure (in B-REP) 344. 

The undeveloped part data structure 334 (provided by the 
design system 311 as illustrated in Fig. 13A) defines a 
geometric/ topological data structure that does not take into 

20 account bend deduction and that forms part of the output shape 
file produced by CAD system 74. A developed part data 
structure, such as developed 3D part data structure 338 and 
developed 2D part data structure 340, includes a modified 
representation, of the part that takes into account bend 

25 deduction. The noted developed part data structures are 
further converted to be in the form of a boundary 
representation (B-rep) model. 

The data structure which resides in the shape output 
file produced by the CAD system may be designed to include a 

30 shape header which includes part information, followed by a 
plurality of shapes in a linked list, the linked list ending 
with a null. In each shape, topological and geometric 
information may be provided for both a 3D and a 2D 
representation of the part. The structure of the shape may 
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include a list of infonaation including the shape type, shape 
identification, a face list, an edge list, a 3D vertices list, 
and a 2D vertices list. Each face may have its own structure, 
which may include a list of information including a face 
identification, the number of vertices of the face, a vertices 
list for the vertices of the face, and a face normal vector. 
For each edge, a structure may be provided which includes 
information such as the edge identification, the edge type, 
the bent line type, and the vertices index number for that 
particular edge- For each vertex, information may be provided 
including the vertices identification, vertices coordinate, 2D 
coordinates, 3D coordinates and intermediate coordinates. 
Further information regarding the details of data structures 
and the illustrated CAD system in general are provided in an 
ME report dated May, 1992 entitled "A Parallel Design System 
for Sheet Metal Parts" presented by Cheng-Hua Wang at the 
Mechanical Engineering Department, Carnegie Mellon University, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, the contents of which are expressly 
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety. 

As noted above, the CAD system preferably employs a 
concurrent "parallel" representation of both the 3D and the 2D 
versions of the part as it is being designed, and such 
representations are maintained once the part is finally 
designed for use by planning system 71. in order to 
demonstrate one of the benefits associated with having such a 
concurrent and parallel maintenance of 3D and 2D data 
representations. Figs. 13C and 13D are provided. One of the 
benefits of having a concurrent and parallel design system is 
that such a system resolves ambiguities which may otherwise 
occur in the design process. For example, a 2D part 346a is 
illustrated in Fig. 12C and a 3D part 346b is shown in Fig. 
12D. By viewing just the 3D representation of 346b of the 
part, one may not notice that inner tab 347 is too long, and 
cannot possibly be formed from a single, malleable piece of 
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Sheet metal. This is only clearly evident by viewing the 2D 
representation 346a of the part, which illustrates the overlap 
of inner tab 347 as it crosses an inner edge portion 348 of 
the part. Accordingly, as can be seen in Figs. 13C and 13D, 
5 by having both the 2D and the concurrent 3D representations in 
a graphic form, the designer can easily resolve ambiguities 
and recognize errors in the design which might otherwise be 
detected due to ambiguities in just viewing one or the other 
of the 2D and 3D representations during a design. Another 

10 benefit associated with such a concurrent design approach, as 
noted above, is that it may be easier to make modifications to 
one representation (e.g., the 2D representation) instead of 
the other for a particular type of modification, e.g., adding 
an inner tab to the part. 

15 Figs. 14A-14E illustrate a design system graphical user 

interface 348, with its display changing throughout the 
process of designing a certain desired part. Referring, e.g., 
to Fig. 14A, graphical user interface 348 includes a key pad 
350, a parameters window 352, a primitive shape 3D window 354, 

20 a primitive shape 2D window 356, a model 3D window 358 and a 
model 2D window 360. Fig. 14A shows the first introduced 
primitive shape provided on a graphical interface 348 in order 
to produce the desired workpiece as shown in Fig. 14E. The 
first primitive shape is a box. The parameters of the box may 

25 be specified with the use of key pad 350 and are illustrated 
in parameters window 352 to have a base which is 100 x 100 
(indicated by parameters P[l] and P[2]), and a height equal to 
20 (indicated by parameter [3]). The 3D version of the 
primitive shape is illustrated in primitive shape 3D window 

30 354, and the 2D shape of the primitive shape is illustrated in 
primitive shape 2D window 356. Since this is the first 
primitive shape being provided for the part design, model 3D 
window 358 is identical to primitive shape 3D window 354, and 
model 2D window 360 is identical to primitive shape 2D window 
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356. 

Fig. 14B illustrates the next shape to be added which is 
a rectangle having a length of 100 (indicated by parameter 
[1]), and a width of 15 (indicated by parameter [2]). The 
5 next primitive shape being added to design the part is another 
rectangle having the same parameters as the rectangle of Fig. 
14B. The next primitive shapes are added to the workpiece as 
shown in Figs. 14C, 14D and 14E. 

It is noted that for each primitive shape which is added 
10 to the workpiece/ a dotted line is utilized to indicate a bend 
line. Parameter P[l] corresponds to the X dimension, 
parameter P[2] corresponds to the Y dimension, and parameter 
P(3] corresponds to the Z dimension of the primitive shape 
being added. 

15 Figs. 15A-15C are provided to illustrate bend deduction, 

and the manner in which it relates to the 3D and 2D dimensions 
of flanges of a workpiece. Where a workpiece 362 has a 
thickness t, and the flanges of the workpiece 362 are desired 
to have lengths a and b^ a calculation should be performed so 

20 that the flat 2D representation of the part, when bent along 
the appropriate bend line, will indeed form the flanges having 
appropriate dimensions a and b, taking into account the 
thickness t of the material, the material type/ and the 
internal radius of the bend line (to the inside surface of the 

25 sheet metal) . Starting with an undeveloped representation 363 
of workpiece 362, the developed 2D representation 364 of 
workpiece 362 may be calculated by subtracting the appropriate 
bend deduction (BD) value from the overall dimension a -f b. 
Methods for performing such a calculation are known maimer. 

30 Accordingly, no specific details are given herein regarding 
the equation used for determining the bend deduction (BD) 
value . 

Fig. 16 illustrates a graphic representation of a bend 
graph, the graphic representation being a 2D representation of 
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the workpiece designed in the steps illustrated in Figs. 14A- 
14E. The bend lines of the designed worlq^iece are labeled as 
bend lines Bl, B2, . • ,38, and each label comprises a bend 
line index. Each bend line index is then assigned a bend 
sequence nuiaber which comprises an initialization value. The 
bend sequence nuiaber indicates the order in the bend sequence 
in which the bend line will be bent, and is assigned for each 
bend line in accordance with the plan (i.e., the bend 
sequence) produced by the bend sequence planner of the 
illustrated planning system 71. In addition^ to the bend line 
indices, each bend line is assigned a bend angle. For example, 
in the bend graph illustrated in Fig. 16, an angle of -90.0** 
is given for bend B2, and a bend angle of 90.0** is given for 
Bl . The bend graph further comprises an indication of the 
various faces F1-F9 which are formed on the workpiece once the 
bends are performed. 

Listings are provided in Appendices A and B which 
respectively include a geometric/topological data structure 
and a bend graph listing for the part designed in Figs. 13A- 
13E. In addition to the above-noted report to the Mechanical 
Engineering Department of Carnegie Mellon University, further 
reference may be made to an article by Cheng-Hua Wang and 
Robert H. Sturges, entitled "Concurrent Product/Process Design 
with Multiple Representations of Parts," IEEE {1993) 1050- 
4729/93, the content of which is expressly incorporated by 
reference herein in its entirety. 
7. SeCT^enj:dLnflL^^ 

Fig, 52 comprises a block diagram of the various 
software modules and their main interfacing conponents, such 
modules including planner 72, sequencer task 76, robot task 92, 
press and L/UL task 94 and backgage tasks 96, speed control 
task 102, and collision detection task 100. Planner 72 
includes interfacing components such as an output queue 72a 
and input queue 72b. The sequencer task 76 includes an input 



queue 76a, an output queue 76b, a task response queue 76c and 
a section corresponding to several task class member functions 
76d. Output queue 72a of planner 76 is connected to input 
queue 76a of sequencer task 76. Output queue 76b of sequencer 

5 76 is connected to input queue 72b of planner 72. 

Robot task 92 includes an input queue 92a, an output 
queue 92b, and a portion corresponding to robot task functions 
92c. Press and L/Ul task 94 includes an input queue 94a, an 
output queue 94b, and a portion corresponding to press task 

10 functions and L/UL task functions 94c. Backgage task 96 
includes an input queue 96a, an output queue 96b, and a 
portion corresponding to backgage task functions 96c. Each of 
input queues 92a, 94a, and 96a is connected to input queue 76a 
of sequencer task 76. Each of output queues 92b, 94b, and 96b 

15 is connected to task response queue 76c of sequencer task 76. 

The controller software structure shown in Fig. 52 is 
representative only of an example of the inner connections 
between planner 72, sequencer task 76, and control system 75, 
the structure of each of the tasks, and how they are connected. 

20 It is within the scope of the invention disclosed herein to 
provide variations of a control system which performs the same 
essential controlling functions, without being implemented in 
the manner illustrated in Fig. 52. 

Fig. 53 illustrates an example flow of the process 

25 performed by sequencer task 76 illustrated in Fig. 52. Once 
the sequencer is started, in a first step S280, the sequencer 
will obtain a new message from the FEL listing at input queue 
76a. In step S282, the sequencer will parse the FEL sentence, 
and in step S284, the sequencer will create a data object for 

30 each task involved. In step S286, the appropriate data 
objects will be placed upon their appropriate task queues 
{e.g., on one or more of the input queues of robot task 92, 
press and L/UL task 94, and backgage task 96) . In step S288, 
the sequencer checks the state of all tasks involved. 
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Thereafter, in step S290, a determination is made as to 
whether all the tasks are finished. if not, the sequencer, 
proceeds to step S292. If all the tasks have finished, the 
sequencer proceeds from step S290 to step S294 where 
5 appropriate cleanup operations are performed (e.g., destroying 
data objects and resetting flags) . 

If all the tasks have not finished as determined at step 
S290, in the next step S292, a determination is made as to 
whether or not a time out has been exceeded. If not, the 

10 process returns to step S288. If the time out has been 
exceeded, the sequencer proceeds to step S293 where 
appropriate error recovery processing is performed. After the 
cleanup operations are performed in step S294, a determination 
is then made in step S296 as to whether the task exit signal 

15 has been set. If the task exit signal has been set, the 
process will then terminate. Otherwise, the process will 
return to step S280 where a new message will be acquired from 

the FEL input queue. 

Fig. 54 is a flow chart of the overall bending process 

20 during execution of a single bend. In execution of the 
bending process, in a first step S298, the robot places the 
part into the die space. Thereafter, the part is aligned in 
the X, Y and rotation directions. This alignment is part of 
the backgaging operation. In step S300, the press table is 

25 raised to the pinch point, i.e., the point at which the die 
contacts the workpiece, which in turn engages with the punch 
tool so that the workpiece is in a semi-stable state pinched 
between the die and topi punch. In step S3 02, the bend is 
executed with bend following (i.e., with the robot gripper 

30 maintaining its hold on the workpiece throughout the execution 
of the bend). Thereafter, in step 3304, the press brake will 
be opened. Then, in step S306, the part is unloaded from the 
die space. Once the part is unloaded, the bend is completed. 
Fig. 55 illustrates the robot task 92 and the various 
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functions that may be provided therein, including general 
motion functions and sensor-based motion ftinctions. The 
general motion fxinctions may include a joint space move a 
cartesian move, and rotation about a point. The sensor-based 
5 motion functions may include a guarded move, bend following/ 
open loop bend/ active daji?5ing/ contact control/ and 
conpliant-="part loading. Compliant-part loading comprises 
loading a vibrating conpliant-part into the die space of the 
proper timing so that the part fits in the die space and does 

10 not collide with the workstation. 

Fig- 56 illustrates the press and L/UL ( loader /unloader) 
task 94, and the various f motions that may be provided within 
the task. The functions that may be provided for controlling 
the press may include raise press, lower press, and bend. The 

15 L/UL functions may include a load workpiece, release workpiece, 
grasp product, and unload product. 

Fig. 57 illustrates the backgage task 96, and the 
various functions that may be provided therein. The backgage 
task may include general motion functions and sensor-based 

20 motion functions. One general motion function may include a 
move function. The sensor-based motion fxanctions may include 
a find part edge and a guarded move function • 
8. Learning Jgor_5paed_ and^jQualiJ:^ 

The bend system illustrated herein may be provided with 

25 one or more mechanisms for learning from the results of the 
one or more initial runs of a plan, and for modifying the plan 
accordingly in order to improve the speed of operations and to 
also ircprove the quality of the resulting workpiece. In this 
regard, a sensor-based control mechanism may be provided for 

30 performing an operation, including moving a workpiece from one 
position to another. The bending apparatus may use a sensor 
output to modify the movement of the workpiece, but measure 
the amount by which the movement of the workpiece is modified 
due to the sensor output. Then, by learning the amount by 
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f the worlcpiece was modified, the 
which the movement °J ^p,^ what was learned, 

operation may then be ^^^^'^^^ '^^^^ position to another 
so that the workpiece °^ . ^ workpiece utilizing a 

Aif^f^na the movement or tne woii^f 
without modifyihg tne 

sensor output. «^,„,nle process for performing 

learning measurements ana tend sequence plan, 

.urin, multiple ,.om one position to 

where the mov«.ent of the tackgaging in the X 

another comprises ^^/^^""s a -«ured amount of X 

direction. The ««« ^oop offset of the part, 

offset and a measured p„cess. S308, the 

in a first step of the rllu 
pa« is loaded for ^ding T/J,,, .he part is 

s offset of the part, i-*;' J planner (e.g., 

drooping, is sensed ''"'^ „ 6) . Then, in step S312, 

planner 72 illustrated in ^ » direction) to obtain an 

«.e part is side-gaged "J^^ for this bend is 

X Offset value. The ^,,er, . Backgagin, 

,0 sent back to the planner <or the p ^ direction and 

is then performed to aUgn the p«t . ^ . ^ 

also to appropriately rotate J« ^end is then 

appropriate yaw position. m step 

performed. determination is made as to whether or 

j5 in step S320, a performed in the present bend 

not there are more bends ^°^J^l^ , ,,,„ns to step 

sequence being J, „,in performed to obtain 

S308, where steps S308 S3ie a 

values corresponding to that next S320 to 

30 have been completed, the P^^'^/^^^;.'^, ^loaded, and a 
step S322, at Which point m fin^b ^ P^ ^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^ 

new workpiece is ,,„ding using the measured 

step S324, the part is l^^ded ^ ^^^^ ^^^^ previously 

droop offset and measured X offset va 
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the bendin, apparatus J« ^'^^^^ a simplified 

performing sensor-based control (or at x ^^^koiece 
^ensc-^ased control -i^ I ^ t^e 

This Should ?iraatly increase the speed wit 
«or.cplece is introchaced into the die space J^^^^; 
in step S326, backgagin, is performed to align the part in the 
rirJtat/on ,ya„, directions. ^^"^ ^"^J^l^T^ 

,n step 5328, and a determination is then ^^^^^f 
to whether more bends in the bend sequence still have 

It all the bends have been performed, the process 
r to irs332, at Which point a 
L to whether more parts are to be made. If mere parts are 

be made, the process f/^"^ ,^,,,1 .ending 

Due to the repeatability oi a i-jf 
■ . . . ^ .u^ as the Amada BMIOO bending workstation, the 
Tf ft vat:; 3 o^l/ e:d to be determined by performing one or 
a few execution Ls of the system. Once the offset values 
„e ItTIned. the offset values may be used for f-t^e 
Ls Of the system, and should be considered '^'P-'^^; " 

_,.™s. ^cordingly, ^-J-^ ^ '^'J tr' '^^^^^^ 
as returning from step S332 to step 

workplace to be formed, rather than returning all the way back 
to step S308 for obtaining new offset values. 

The present invention is described as being directed to 

^thods L subsystems provided in - /"^'^^"'^^^^^^^^c; 
Planning and manufacturing system for producing materials such 
!s™ sheet metal parts. The present invention may be 
4^er utilised for performing such functions as costing 
further utilize J ^ develop certain 

(i.e., determining how much it wiii co» ,..n„„, 
types of parts with a given sheet metal bending 
sLduling (e.g., determining how much time it 
perform to manufacture various parts with a given sheet metal 
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bending work station) and part design and assembly. The 
planning system 71 of the present invention (e.g./ as 
disclosed in Fig. 5A) is capable of generating a complete 
sequence of bends and bend-related operations which will be 
5 needed to form a given part. The generated sequence of 
operations may be accompanied by a complete plan which 
specifies all steps needed to execute the bend sequence in a 
proper order by the sheet metal bending work station. In 
generating the bend sequence, the planning system 71, through 

10 use of experts/subplanners, will determine the consequences of 
performing each bend and other acconpanying operations within 
the bend sequence. Accordingly, without actually executing 
the resulting plan generated by planning system 71, planning 
system 71 will have information as to what the likely amount 

15 of time it will take to perform all of the necessary 
operations to manufacture the part with the sheet metal 
bending work station. In addition, the planning system 81 
will be able to further confirm whether or not the sheet metal 
bending work stations and available tooling are capable of 

20 forming a particular designed part. By knowing the 
consequences of performing the various operations in a given 
plan, planning system 71 can determine the resulting costs, 
and such information may be utilized to evaluate the cost of 
producing a given set of parts that form a desired assembly. 

25 In addition, planning system 71 will be able to 

determine factory scheduling with its information regarding 
the time needed to complete various operations of the plan. 
In addition, by knowing the limitations of producing a 
particular part, the amount of time it would take to produce 

30 the part, and the costs, it will be possible to utilize such 
information to generate alternative part designs which may 
result in less cost and less time needed for production of the 
part. 

While planning system 71 has been described specifically 
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as comprising a plurality of experts, with each expert being 
implement in the form of a module which is separate from bend 
sequence planning module 12, planning system 71 may be 
implemented without being separated into modules. For example, 
planning system 71 may be implemented as one overall 
operations planning module. In addition, in the 

implementation shown in Fig. 5A, the language utilized to 
communicate between the respective modules may be a language 

other than FEL. 

The modular structure shown in Fig. 5A, which utilizes a 
query-based language, formalizes the interface between the 
modules, resulting in an open architecture which can easily be 
expanded upon by adding further modules, and/or by modifying 
the modules of the planning system. Other modifications 
within the- general spirit of planning system 71 of the 
invention may be made. In order to enhance the speed of 
operations performed by planning system 71, such as the 
embodiment shown in Fig. 5A, each module (i.e., bend sequence 
planner 72 and subplanners 80, 82, 84 and 85) may be 
implemented on a different computer /processor. 

?3hile the invention has been described with reference to 
several illustrative embodiments, it is understood that the 
words which have been used herein are words of description, 
rather than words of limitation. Changes may be made, within 
the purview of the appended claims, without departing from the 
scope and the spirit of the invention in its aspects. 
Although the invention has been described herein in reference 
to particular means, materials, and embodiments, it is 
understood that the invention is not to be limited to the 
particulars disclosed herein, and that the invention extends 
to all equivalent structures, methods, and uses such as are 
within the scope of the appended claims. 
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FEL Based PLAMMIMC Sutoyotcsra ***** . 
> (set ((type ottportc) (cjcperts (eracpi?\g tooling sstovingilJ) 

> 

(rood ((type fileMmLsas "c.boa. 2el° ) ) ) 
Reading file: c.bos.fel 
Reading file: config.fel 

Reading file: /kjanding/usrl/dtw/eKport/FEL/hoyworts-ffel 
(SET ( (TYPE EI^S£^) ) 

{BmmSSOI^ 2.000) 
(FIimc9EF7H 
(PXfiSaiPOZMf <l.7X9) 
{l/O^^mSTO^ 80.000) 
(SLOS^m^ 15.000) 
(K^X£3S 7) 
(DSS^Y 3.000) 
CPOX&l^ACS 35. (100) 
^BXI032J3SS 7-0@©J 

(!Kg:^ «a@^7o@@2 -<i2(BoS?3 aS^ogSSL «a.Qo0^® 



EiS238 Si «2 «3 ai) as 

YwdfeAciljl^jbag G£59C3Sto8 4^aSE?2S© "^S^MSI^ f^mSm 8 

^^'^S^lksS^B) (MI^ &50MS) CmK3 CRAS9SKC) (TO l?U^fi8Mmg) (S^ATE REPLY) ) 
(Dm2U^ffO,J50 1) 

xm^ 30.000) 
113. soo) 

(I?^G3^ASC«E ^m^} 
(CRZPPER«t*EKOTM 27C.00O) 
(CmPPSOCOPSraKS 20.000) 
(PXK!eER.£.EWefH 20.006) 
(Cj^P.HeXGHT 30.000) 
(CAP^tJISTH 30.000) 
(CR2PPE«.W£«mi 150.000) 
(BOEOr CRJPPEW -TC-852$-U33*') 
IBOttPO GBJPPER '-Xt;-a729-Ul3-) ) * 

T?L^i'lSpE weSSACSB) CF^ PLAMWEK6) (TO WSUMC <CTA^ SEQfUECT) ) 
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M^^EM^X^ C 
IE5AKIE «/uoirl/db/pajrtc/boit.shs)*') 

JJSw'^TWE'KESSfiCB) (WAKE WOWE) (FROM (TO PLftfi®IIMG) (STATE REPLY) ) 

( (?0»S fiSOSiSI 

iis^ws (1 3 3 <i n 

(a@S>.J^S£C£^ 90.000] 

(mm 1.^2^1 
{mm 20o(900) 

300o@00) 
(K033E ^'IROSO^JfOOMSSG*') 

{mm {1 2 ^ ^ il 
U"^^ ^^^^^^^ i^j^ssrai (sisass a^^s^J I 

5155 



'i^ss^muw^ *^oi 

(@l2I?g!^LJa^SCS?a 290) 
"{^d^JJSG °^°) 

(Ca&„W2SCT 30) 
(?S&SS@J£«^^€Tffi 30) 
(TCT.JL.O^SEX' OJ 
(TCP„TO^0BS 85) 

(BiliffOjOMPPER TRUS) 
CWPE RSPO.GRXPPSR) ) ) 

^Sn^uSr MESSAGE) (MAKE KOHE) (FROM MOV IMC 1 (TO PLAMWXMC) « STATE REPLY) ) ) 
Sand H<si«h^ Cl£i06i£ic£ition: 

Short: (1 3) (2 D <^ <^ i» 

SS'woiJ ?0^0^l6) SUCCSSSORSi (tl I 0) (2 I 01(3 1 QM^ ^ 01) 
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CCET ((TrPE MCSSAGEI (TOCM PLftMMZKG) (TO GRASP I WC) (STATE REQUEST) ) 
( (TYPE CRASPJCOS?"! 
(BIS&TDS ((1 a I n ) ) 

PROH CRASPXKC; 

(GET ((TYPE MESSAGE) (MAMB KOWE) (PROM CRASPXPSC) (TO PLASaMIMG) (STATE REPLY) ) 
( (TYPE CRASPJCOS?) 

inm 0) 

(SUCOST 30) 
(AiaSA«PCT ag>2g7) 
(PSRS^A3£iS ^m^) 
(FSc5ifi5G5.J(S?,„^SraSf«LJa®S> 0.000) 

(F£JiSSCBLJK5£.JU?51SLJBES) 20.000) 

(savB (ssaoEO? msxrtjLWSS maxytjuoc flaiwgejjctjetorejesjd fiajkc^gt_after.bemd 

PERKUTABLE MC®5TER CESS'SSL.COOS© ) ) ^ , n « « ^aa » i 

immsjuoc ci i ? 8 iso.ooo i.aso m.soo o.ooo i 2 0 0.000 )) 
imasm 33) 



!@@©T@@© r«sl@@@ ®c®@@ Mm ®o@@@ J <So@®@ @o®@@ ®o®®9 Mm } flSo@®@ ®o®oe ®.®o@ ®o@® 
® » ) n 



S^S>^^ m 3 a -2o@®® -3@o©QQ 3§®.@0e oKS-s^^eQS2SES° o^^^^^^^a @ 
00 } )) = 

<[<gET ( (^B MESSJifiE) PLRB^XKCI (TO (SmtS «S5«8^> ) 

( (TY5?B eOS^) 
(SIS^ ((^ 1 ) H 

(^^HTuTi^U.OOO -20.000 320.000 oroEC^.TOOMMC- -R0IK5T.TO0LIKC° 0 iiOS.O 
* (ROBOT_LOC (117 8 ISO. 000 1.250 182. SOO 0.000 1 2 0 0.000 )) ) ) 

PROS) MOVXKG* 

(GET ((TYPE 'message) (MAS3S S«>ME) (PROM M0V2WC) (TO PtAMWXPKS) (SilEiTiS REPLYI ) 

( (TYPE COST) 
(SAVE (AVERACE_COST )) 
(7I»E 1.16S) 
(AVERAGC.COST 1.168) 
IM.COST 12.000) ) ) 

TcOT^UTYre P4ESSACE) «FRC?3 PtAWMlSCC) (TO GRASPJWC) (STATE RBQIJEST) ) 
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( (TYPE GRASP.COST) 
iB^iDS ((21))))) 

^CT ^HYPE^ESSACE) IHAME NONE) CFRCS^ CRASPIWC) (TO PLAMMIWC) (STATE REPLY) ) 
( (TYPE CSRASP.COST) 
(?@^}ZCTSD3EP0S 1) 
(TS^ 0) 

(^eos? 30) 

(i^KSSUFCT 27«109) 
(PIS(^{Sv^A3X<£ ^US) 

SS^^S^^^^SS'rSot FU;KGE_HGT.BEFOSl5JEro FLMeOE_HOTJ^FTER.BEMD 

PERKUTABLE fiCmfER CE35TE51.COORD ) ) «aa ^ ^ n -ji Ofin 1 1 

(a03OT3CC CI 1 Ifi 13 50.000 20.000 182.500 0.000 1 1 0 73.980 )) 



S go 330 @o@®@ ®o@@@ ®o®@® S «io®®@ ®o®®@ @o®@@ @o@@® I SSo®® 

0 i ml\mfT®^^^^ ®o®®@ ®o@@® @c@@@ s (!So@@® ®o@®® ®o@@® @o®@o » ® 

T«s:®®o L5fcT®@@ ®o@®@ ? «io®@@ @-®0@ @o@@© ®o@©® ? cso^o o.^©® 9o®®@ @o®® 

0 S ] H 

im^^^ ssg®:^ jg,,^^ 88 
S^Sp^j/«2 J a'<x©o®@® «^©o®@@ §Q©o@©0 <^mssfs.SQm^^ o aa©2.o 

00 > )) 

(CSEf ((CTPE mSSS^) <raOS3 PlcMSSIXKe) CTO KOVSKS) BUSSO^) ) 

t^mos (2 a. 5 I) 

iSS^T^^Ta'JB.ooo -4fl.ooo 2<ifl.ooo oroeot.tooi^-' 'RO®aT_TOOx-m»° o 1102,0 

* (ROSOT^LOC (1 1 13 50.000 20.000 182.500 0.000 1 1 0 73.980 )) ) I 

(SS "TJJre^MESSACE) (WAME NOME) (FROM MOVING) (TO PLAWMIKC) (STATE REPLY) ) 
((WPE COST) 
(SAVE (AVERACE.COST M 
(TIME 1.652) 
(AVERACE^COST 1.652) 
(H.COST 12.000) ) ) 

IJeJ^UTWg'moSSACE) IFRGM PU^XWC) (^0€RASP1S^) (STATE RIBOTiSST) 
((TYPS CFASP-0©ST) 
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<B£&5DS (Oil)))) 

m?5E'^bs;^E) (MAME WOWE) (FROM CRASPIWC) (TO PLANMIBGC) (CTATE REPl-Y) > 
( CT^PE GRASP^COSx") 
(PR£D2CyED_REP0S 1> 
(TmS 0) 
(HJQO^ 30) 
(AKEKJPC^ <19.2»7) 
• (P^£S0xS^X£ TiROE) 
(SF££5^£CEjaSzL^^lE-B®n> 0.000) 

""^^^.^ScTrV'^si'.OOO 1.250 182.S00 0.000 . 2 0 0.000 ), 

{mowc^ 33} 
(GCe@Sz@ 3} 
(C^^xSSSUOOOSffl C) 



OS a. ) )) ) ) 

^ l^^iWisg) iimm mm) iwm^ ^et3«^> mm^i ^i^i » 



!^Si?'^««83 » a -2,600 =20.900 320.900 °lilflSS©?J55SaaE0- oiSaES^«SC88^= 0 iiBS.O 
00 8 }} 

{ ('i=OTE COS?) ^ ^ 

!I^S^n?Tl'U.000 -20.000 320.000 oROSt^.^l«C» o^^TOOX^» 0 no2.o 
' (ROBOTS (1 1 5 10 150.000 1.250 132.500 0.000 1 2 0 0.000 )) ) ) 

^ ^^SJI't^ESSftGE) IWA^WOME) CFRO^ MOVXWC) (TO Pl^IClJSC, (STA«nS REPm ) 
( (WP>E CO^} 
(SAVE (AVSRACE.COST )) 
rVTME 1.168) 
(AV^ACE_COST 1.1S8) 
'MJCOST 12.0001 ) » 

"Sct'^^S'bESS^I lFaO« PLAWMIBCI (TO CRASPIWfi) *ST«re REGUEST) • 
(IQ0i:i30S ((^ 1 M) ) ) 
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(GE? ( mpE oiESSftCE) (mm m&E) (from grasping j (to plawwimc) (state reply) ) 

( (WPE GRASP JC0ST» 
(PRSDXCTED.RSroS 1) 

(HjeOS? 30) 



(PXiiKSSL^G?J\PT®<J®S) 20.000) 

(SAVE (MROSO? ROSCT.X.XMES ROBOT_L0C FLA»K2EJ«CT_BEF0RE.BEiro FLAKCE_HGT.>«TER_BEMD 

PERMUTABLE MCSS5XER CEram^CTORD )) ^ o * 

(ROS0T.LCC (1 1 i8 15 50,000 20.000 182.300 0.000 110 73.580 )) 

(fi^Boi 33) 

itsem^sR 2) 

(aO!20SJL2KSS 7) ) ) 



m 



«C2QiflEJ^^353J?aa5S so «32S@o@@@ aj!@o@@© i8o@@@ ®o©@® 8 8@o®90 ®o@@@ §io@@® @o®@@ 

J \f§o®@@ «^®o@@@ @o@@@ ©«®@@ J «io®6® @o@@@ @o@@® ®o@®@ 8 gSo@@@ @o@®0 9o®@® @o@§@ » SSo@0 

0 ©-000 ^.®@@ 0o®@@ 8 @-@@© ®o@@© ®o@@® 8 «So@©@ ®o®®® @o@§@ ®o@§@ 8 tSo@6® 9o@@® 0 

.Q®®'0.Q@9 8 «go®0@ @o@@e ®o@@9 @o@@9 8 «So®@9 @o@®® @o@@@ @o@@9 J eSo@0O 0o®©® ®.@O0 @o@© 
® 8 1 38 

i^^^SS^ ISJgS®? 88 

!^^Ss>^U2c 8 a <\Q.m© -4©o@©e a6®o@®@ °se®Q^js©®£i2EE©° <3 xa@2o0 

00 s )J 

m^^^ €@§8 8 } 

jei^ ( (ra?B i^^mimi ^g^sra ipls^mcs) ^ irs^ysss©) Gsssiss a2^j^^» ) 

( C*??!?! ©S@?) 
(B^S0S U<1 E ) )) 
iB^ya>2d«®)— RE50S 1) 

(BSSBSaAP (((T) 1 ae.OOO •<i8.OO0 2^8.000 -m^JSOOl^^ °ROE0TjroOLIKC- 0 1102.0 

00 ) > } 

(ROBOT.LOC (1 1 18 19 50.000 20.000 182.500 0.000 1 1 0 73.S80 )) ) ) 

FRC^ MOVXStKS: * 
(GET ( (TYPE D5ESSACE) (MAME DTOE) (FRTO M0VZJ5G) (TO PSAfiSraDKS) (SztATE REP»*Y) ) 

( (•rYPE COST) - 
(SAVE (AVSRAGE.COST \) 
(TmE 1.6S2) 
(AVERAGE.COST I. 652) 
CH.COST 12.000) ) ) 

PATH: <i0 0 10J(3 J 12SS) ) 

(3 4 1255) SUCCESSCStS: ((1 J 0)(2 I 0) «\ ) 0)(0 0 01) 



TO GRASP&t«G: 

m 



SUBSTITUTE SHEET (RULE 26) 



W<D)56/11S431 PC]r/JnP9Srt)2291l 



(CR- HrrVB imC IPLABWmS) (TO CRASKMC. (STATE REQUEST) ) 

<13®SDS U3 1 ) (ail 1) 
<NRO&0? 33) 

IJ^-S^l'l S iO 150.000 l.aSO 182.500 0.000 X 2 0 O.OOO „ 

(iFT.;i&roSJiXFyjasreSlEJS»®© 0.000) 

^ ^E^S^S^VfiE) (MA«E (F«0^ CRASPX«8) (TO (S^TE REPLY. . 

IS^^'i^assaes, (g^^ mssmai («» «^8«ESf » , 

jEfi^SS^ 238 



ST^^^ GJ^l^S «^®^^8 i<^m^^l iW^^ 8 
• -^g^m^ss^U^ggeg 518 



«ESSA6E. (FW« ^^^^^ <^ -^^^^ '^^^ ' 
!SS/?c!i ) 1 -2.000 .20.000 320.000 -ROSOT^^X.XWG'' °R08OT.«IC0£.XKC- 0 U02.0 

00 ) )l 

iH.corf fiOOl ) ) 

(SS TS?5f NESSiVCE) <MA«E KOME. .PRO« TOOUIMC, (TO PLA«MX«0. (STATE REPLY) ) 
( (TYPE COST"} 
(COST 0) 

01 * v> 
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(FINE MOrXW PLAW <<) (<130.000 130.000 57.000 0.000 I <0.000 0.000 57.000 0.000 
) (0 000 -60.000 0.000 0-000 ) (S.OOO 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) (5.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) <5.00 
0 0 000 0.000 0.000 > (S.OOO 0.000 0-000 0.000 ) (5.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 1 (5.000 0.000 0 
.000 0.000 ) (5.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) (S.OOO O.OOO 0.000 0.000 ) (S.OOO 0.000 0.000 0:00 
0 ) ) )) 

(SAVE (STAGES SSSISmiP H_COST ) ) 
(S7ACES (1 ) ) 

(a®®^P no } I -2.000 -20.000 320.000 °R0ETC.'5«)I«mS° °ROBOT.TOOX<5I1K3« 0 1102.0 
00 ) ({2 ) 1 -2.000 -0.000 298.000 «RO©OT.TOOK.3fi5G» °ROS0^JiOOI-lKC« 0 1102.000 ) )) 
(HJCOST 200) ) ) 

(GET ( (WP£ MESSAGE) (FRCSi PLASSJIWC) (TO BMVXfiJG) (Sm?E KBSU^) ) 
( { wgs OOS^-) 
OSSSkS ((3 1 ) (2 1 ) )1 
(AVSIACEJCOST 1.169) 
(l?Sl^lCr@ RSffOS 1) 

ilSmS^ ilO ) I -2.000 -aOoOOO 320,000 °R0BOT.TOO2^- ^"^'^ 
00 I («2 ) 1 -2.@00 -Oc@0© 2f@o©0O «K©SO?«^OTIE^° "^^^^^^'^^^^L^^o®?:®?^. ^ 

(t^sss.^ ?i s. s ao as@-®o@ ao2s@ 5L82oS§® @o©©@ as.® ss©o33§ i) J ) 



(I?R@S€t@»JIS^ 1} 
(?SI^ 0) 
(SL.GOS? 30) 
(AIREJUIFCT 73.3aS) 



(PLABEQS.JIGi' BEP©IRS..?BSO 20.000) 

(ROlKyy^MC (1 1 9 10 150.000 1.2S0 182.500 0.000 1 1 0 258.338 )) 

(mo&c^ 12) 

(WCEWTSR 3) 
(CB>*TBR.CC0RD 10) 
(ROQOT.LIWES ID ) ) 

(CCT^(It!^E mSSACE) PLAWMIKC) (TO TOOUIWGJ (STATE RBOUEST) ) 

I (TVPE COST) 
(DEMOS ((3 1 ) C4 ) ) )} 
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<STAlGES (1 I) 

(BSanjfflVP (<(3 ) 1 -2.000 -20.000 320.000 -R0SOT_T00S#I»W "ROBOT.TOOMKC- 0 1102.0 

00 ) )) 

(HjCOST «00) ) ) 
FROM TOOLXfiSG: 

(GET < (WPE CJ^SftCE) (MftME WOME) {FROM TOOLIBKS) (TO <SfA?E REPS^Y) ) 

(«T2TfS COST) 

(Fasg.^^0K<»OD0ss 01 

(FIDI^J30T2<M3 Pt^^ CO <(130.000 130.000 57,000 0.000 ) (O.OOO 0.000 57.000 0.000 
) (0.000 -$0,000 0,000 0.000 ) (5.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) (S. 000 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) (5.00 
0 0.000 0.000 0.000 I (5.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) (5.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 I (5.000 0.000 0 
.000 0.000 ) (5.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) (5.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) (5.000 0.000 0-000 0.00 
0 ) } )) 

i^m^ isss^s^ 3@!52m]? J!irjcos? n 

H^S S a «2@o®e@ 32@o®O0 °K63S?g«?^9S®5SES° oi^Kg^,5f®@£^S£@*' @ 3.2.02.0 

mi I 2. 0Qo®@® »gi0o@0® 209o@@@ °J^5®S«L*se@£=S259° °m^.,^QWSSS'' ® 3i02o®®0 5) H 

iW^^^ ®®9J I » 

jiassssy? ««83 J a «2o@@@ «»2@o®®e 32®o@e© °Rfi®©s^^©as<asBe° °ms&^^,^Qm^m° 3.102.0 

@© X 5 2. g©o@e® »^®o®0@ 2@@o®©© "EBSSO^^^eSSiSSSS^ °^g®§^=^@@&3^° ® 25^2«@00 » J) 

a a ^ a© asoo©®® loSS® a@2oS@@ @o®®@ a a. ® sg^isss y j s 

«^»' «e^2S5i I^^^^S «£S^ K63^> 8I?J^ I^Sf^OTSJ («kO I?£^^S®SSK@J «@Sigii IlSFSSfS J 
3ogi5L5L8 J S 

{©iis^ as 3. ) (0 © ) H 

cmEOTj.cc a x s xe iso.eoo 3..2S© xsa.soo 0.000 120 0.000 )) 

(g^£jy?e3C3SLSiC3T,J^S^®UB®® 2e.©0OJ 
(PSOtCa^ASX^ <rRQS) 

3) ) ) 



(GET ( (TYPE I^ESSAGC) (^!AME MOKE) (FROM CRASPXMG) (TO PLAS«MXPIG» (STATE REPLY) » 
( (*fVPE REFO.COST) 
CflHE 30) 

! PISBDIC5*EO_REPOS 01 
m, GOST.O) 
(AaE/^©CT <i9.250) 

I PISRWUTASKcS TRUE) ^ 

(SAVE (?»RIgV_ ROBOT. IQZ mSS^ RBPO.S-IMES REPO.UJC 0ERM15^*ABUS CSCEff?ER CiEOTg£L£DOS© 
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(PRCV.iflOBa7.L0C (X 1 9 XO 150.000 1.2S0 182. SOO 0.000 1 2 0 0.000 )) 

imw^mES 12) 

im^ojux (113 4 ISO. 000 s.ooo as.ooo o.ooo 103.919 n 

(IKC^^iSR 1) 
iCmtERJCOOnD 13) ) ) 

(GET (<7%TS &£^S^B) (PROSt PX^AfiSSZC^) (TO ClOimSC) {S?A<x^ ) 
( (WPE COS?) 
{BmOS ((3 1 ) (0 0 ) )> 
1.168) 

OESOMAP (((3 } 1 -2.000 -20.000 320.000 °ROSOSL.TOOL2fi«3- *'R0BOT_TO0LIMC° 0 1102. 0 

00 ) )) 

(R0307 LOG (1 1 S 10 ISO. 000 1.2S0 182.500 0.000 1 2 0 0.000 )) 
ilXSSSoSoC (1 1 3 C 150.000 5.000 25.000 0.000 103.^19 )) ) ) 

i<ss? ( i^^gaesi) isesss) iwm^ tsmm) cot KcS^jossseq} ^ssasE am*Y) ) 

g>o@00) } ) 



mmi ((0 3 a.S)0 s. i2§3H<i ^ mdss 

®@@.JS0@3 {[6 2. ^<^) SG^m^^t (CS. i ©8^ 1 0H8 e 38) 

•gS5^^ 2. 8 «^ a 8 SI a 8 88 
^isi6ijr@ ?je,5g»sgg 22,8 

SISSIgSSJCSS 51 g> a@ 2J©o@®® 'a.o2i© a.S2o5@@ @o@©® 5L 2. @ 2S®o33© 88 
fI?2&5^I^JSlf5j;aFi^UIi^ §@o©©®) 

i^ixm^^sm 2.0) 8 J 

(GS? C (*f^PB Ijaj^SaSSJ dKSi^ lOT!®) ^?aSSCT@8 «^ IP&RJSSI233EG8 «S2SiSE aSPJaY) ) 

( (WPE (Sa^P_C0S7) 

(^2ME mpzm^) ) ) 

70 CRASP1&3G: 

(GET ( (TYPE 'MESSMB) (FRCSi PLamXBS©) (70 GRASPXIOT) (Sm^ SlSSiySS7) ) 
( (WPE GRaSPjC0S7> 
(S@3»S ((3 1 ) (4 1 ) (2 2. ) 8) 

(mowiT 12) 

(ROSOT.L1NSS 11) 

(ROBOT^WC (1 1 ^ 10 150.000 1.250 182.500 0.000 1 1 0 258.338 )) 

(FLi^i.HG7_aEroRE.BK5D 20.300) 

( PI*APWeIhCT.APTER.BEWD 20.000) 

(PERMUTABLE TRUE) 

(MCEf^ER 3) 

(CEC^ER.CCORD 10) ) ) 

PROM GRASP} MQ: 

(GCT ((TYPE J1ESSAGE) (WAKE WOME) (PRJW CRASPaCiC) (TO PLAISWXWS^ (STATE REPLY) J 

(cnrpB snASP.eosT) 
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wo 9ms^i 



(Txcas 0) 

(QfljCOS^r 30) 

(FgfiJ^ELKCi'.aEroRE.aEKD 20.000) 

{^Kd^zjmf,jiFiwjAsm 20 « 000) 

ciaQ®OT_wic (i a 9 10 iso.ooo i.aso ^sa.soo o.ooo i o o S20.ii6 )) 
{msmjLsms is) ) ) 

TO TOOL2J5C: 

<GET ( CTTPE MESSAGE) (FRmi J?LAS®3XKG) CK) TOO£a3ffi5G) (CTATE REQUEW) ) 

(f§7^;^@^ a D) 

^©53^:^ J ^ «2@o@@@ 3g@o@@© °Se§^E©S=^©@£^HS° °®^|g^^©@Sfl^° 3 3A@So@ 

®© D J 2. -S)io®9© 20@o@0© °g«fieQ^^®S5£SSSS° °SsS5^:Q^*s^ega®CS° 9 2.5L@2o@©@ ) S8 

^^ZPaoSiJ^ISSSOsysog?? OS 

dWmmj^^^^sU^^^^ HJ g85L3®o@@@ 5l3@o®©® g7o@@@ @o@©@ 8 «@o®@© @o®@@ S7o@@@ Qo@@@ 
J «@o@©©''=><S®o@§@ @o©®© @o@§© 8 KSo®@© ®o®®® ®o®®@ @o@®@ J SSo®@@ @«®@© @o@@9 @o@®@ J {So@@ 

@ ^o©@© 3*o®@© ©e@@@ ) {So®©0 ©.®@0 ®o®®@ (§)o®©@ 9 SSo®©© ®o®©© ®o®©© @.®©@ 8 ^So@®© ©.©©© 3 

o©@@ ®«®@@ J «S<,@©@ ®o®@@ ©o®®® @o®®® J «So®@@ @o®@® @o®9® @o@@9 3 CSo®©9 ®o®@© ®o@@0 @o®@ 
@ 8 j H 

i&^Ji^^ wmp^^ SL^^^ 8 8 
8 8 

gToffss^Qg^c^ gJJS 8 ^ <»2o@®© «2@o®@® 32@o®@@ °[?SgXg!SJff@eS55i§o © XS.@go® 

®© 8 8 51 £)Qo@0® °2©o®6© 2@@o®@@ °J^gE^,S©025Q21l° °I^1:S3=^@§ECSK©o q 5L2,@2o®®© 8 U2 ) 2. - 
So®®© -©o@@@ SMo®©© °I^3:©SL^©a£5QCT° o®SX@^?j£©^S3|3o @ SL5L@2o®@@ 8 U 

mm 8 8 

«®I1S©S (O i ) U 1 ) (2 1) )) 

{I^^^S€=v^JBUS?€£ 1) 

<SIS8S32RP no ) i -2. ©00 -2©-®00 2)2©. ©0© "ROIIlC^S^JtfGOaaXKS" oaQSC^TJ^LIfira" 0 1102.0 
00 ) ((<! ) 1 99.000 -98.000 200.000 °SlOStrSL*2OTMC«S° ''laO^JSTOMfiec*' © &102.000 ) <(2 ) 1 - 
2.000 •O.OOO 298.000 "BOBOf TO0MKC3° **R<KSO^^'xCO£*XBa5° .0 ^2.02. ©00 ) 

(aOBOT^LOC (1 a 9 10 ISO-OOO 1.250 I82.SOO O.Oe© 1 © ® S29.ai6 )) ) ) 

(GET C (TlfPE MESSiiCE) JMAME PJOMEI «FROM KOWSCC) (TO PUOTXKG) (S^ftfE KEPLY) ) 
( (WPE COST I 
<£AV£ (AVERAGCCOST )) 
(TEME 2.a<J0-) 
<AVERACE.COST 3 .Sd^) 
(M.COST 3.16®! ) ) 

(GET ((TVPE MESSAGE) (FRW W-A«MIW©;i (TO (Ea^PlJ^J*^ (STATCT B£&SI^Sri J 
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( (TYPE REPO.COSTI 

i^mos (HI) «i 1 ) (0 0) n 

(»8U3&OT 13) 
(RO^T^XfiJES 11) 

CROIBar.W)C Cl l 9 lO iSO.OOO l.aSO ISa.SOO O.OOO l l O 258.338 )) 
(FLABSGE.HCT.BEFQEt^BS33D 30.000) 
(FK*J^fiE(SS.J{CSS*_AF^®<-3EWD 20.000) 

(SSaSSrSt 3) 
(CIS5¥£SL.C00RS> 10) 
1) ) ) 



FROM GRJ^S P Jtfi£Q * 

(GET { (TTOE KESSaCE) (MA£JE KOWEI (FRCK CRASPIWQ) (TO PIAfiSWXKC) (STATE REPLY) ) 
( (TYPE REPOjCOST) 
(TS^ 30) 

(PS^ZC?£D,.^EPOS 0) 

(SySQiST ®II 

a X 3 3.0 iS@<,@09 2.o2S9 3.33-300 @.®0§ i 3. 0 ^•33i H 




im^^^j^ a a 3 <i mOo@o@ So®@9 gSoQoo OoOO© 9So®©2 n 
3.) 

Ce^Sx^U^Q^ i?) i i 

^o@§o «2@o@@® 32§o@©© og^Qg^pQ^o 0 ^ea^e 

j^^re a X 3 4 ia©c@@@ s.®@® sSo@@© @o@@@ 9So®@2 y J 8 
«^ US2^ s^^i^) Jse^J irsffsssj ,<m im^^i ss^^ j 

CBijCOST 3.271) \ ) 

PATH: ((0 0 1(5X3 1 12S5) (4 1 124<i)«2 1 mi)) 
®E«)_WODE (2 1 12€1) SUCCESSCmS: {(X 1 0B«0 0 ©)) 

1ge?^CTPe'mESSAGE) (FROM PU\MMXfieC) (TO CRASPSfiSCS) (STATS RS9UEST) ) 
( (TYPE CRASP-COST) 

(Bs^aos u3 X ) (4 1 ) <2 1 ) (1 1 ) n 

(MROBOT 1) 

ISTOT'Sc^l^l^ 10 150.000 1.2S0 182.500 0.000 1 0 0 520.115 )) 
(FLAKGi.H<ST_BEPORE.BB8D 20.000) 
(FtAfiCCE^HCT.AFTSR.aEyO 20. ©00) 
fPERmrrABLE TRUE) 

(CSWTEfUCCORD J<i) ) ) 
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^??S^DI^ C 

FRO» GRASP^KG: 

(GET ( tTYPE MESSAGE) CMAME WWE) (FRCtel GRASPXKC) (TO PLAfiJWXKC) (STATE REPLY) ) 
((*ff1fPE GRASP^COSf) 

irmz xwFTMmf) ) ) 

(GET ( (TVPE MESSAGE) CFRra PLAS^JXWG) (TO GRASPXKC) (STATE REQUEST) ) 
UTTPIE REPOjCOST) 
immS <(3 1 ) (<1 1 ) (3 1) (0 0) }) 

immG^ 1) 

<ROIS0?3^£SSSS IS) 

{mm^^j/Qc a 1 9 10 iso.ooo i.sso isa.soo o.ooo i o o 520. iis )) 
{nmQ£ji^^^:^^>3izJ^^i^ 20,000) 

(Flca&5G^^KCT,J^FraRJBK© 20.000) 
(PISt&flSx'AS&S ^ItOS} 
(DSDS^S^^ <3) 
(CI^?@L.COORD X<1) 
(DSS©3SS 0) ) ) 



S£^^£l23i^^P§g5' 3.oS0G8 ■ „ 

SEa^MiSiS? ^ as 8 21 ->2o®@§ -2®o®@@ SS©o@®® °J^S@SL^©^5SE9° °g£53S?Jtf!eS£S3E@*' Q a5L@2- 

90 > HC 8 a. gio@@@ c=a8o@®@ 2@@o@@@ °i^ss^=2®^^° °ii^:@s=Ss©62!^° ® aa.02o@0o s <IJ2 } a 

2o@0© --©o®©© SSiloOO® aM3S5=5©6£2S£3° o^®SS-5©^:5^° @ a2.®2o®@§ 8 88 

cissgsoj^ a a 3 <r xs©o@®o i.oeo sSo@©@ @o®o@ ©Sodxs n 8 ) 

(GET (<^OTS iaSSSR®gJ CMAKE KCSJJE) (ffBOJSa KSCf^^XJSG) (TO PScS^mEEGJ (Sm"^ SEPX;^) ) 

(SAVS ^AV^ItAGSLCOS? )) 
(?X&3S 2)*d3^) 

(WJCOST 3.0SS) ) ) 

PATH: ((0 0 S«){3 1 X255H0 1 120<1)(2 X X2<]X)(0 0 X23S)) 
REPO.ROOE (0 0 1239) SUCCESSORS: ((3 X 0)) 

TO caASP'XWC; 

(GET ((TYPE MESSAGE) (mSJi PtAPfflJEBOS) (TO CRASPXWC) (STATE RITOSESTJ I 
'((TVPE GRASPjCOST) 
(SCeSSS ((3 8 ) 14 0 ) (3. 1 ) (0 0 I ) 

(PREV ROEOT «J J 9 so ASO.OOO 1.250 882.300 0.000 I 0 0 520. XJ© 91 
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(MSUSro 27) 

a 1 3 <l IM.OOO 5.000 35.000 0.000 95-813 )) 

^cS tmPE^SssiiQB) im^ mm) inxm graspikg) <to ps^ftsmsKoi {s^avb Rap£.Y) ) 

(HJOOS? 0) 
iTWZ 0) 

CAEISJUPC? S7.5S2) 

(ff^:5iS2C^G=f3sgmsLja®s> 20. coo ) 

(E^X(5^EJHOTw^U?'»'E^ 20.000) 

«os§®@sL^ a a 3 <i 2o©o®0o s^ooo 20.000 o.ooo 0 0 q sOoSSS )) 



82. 2. ^ a@ asooooo io2se moSoe o,@@@ i 0 0 saooiis n 
{ia25@«^!!@e a 2. 3 c S0o@©@ s.qoo aSoOOO ©oooo mo2®a >.j 

H«S 8 a «2o®@@ -2@o®60 S29o@0O °aQ®SSJfeSE^° °S^@£^©g®32£@° « a5L@2o® 
00 ) «W 8 a i)Qo@0@ »3©o®@0 2@®o@®0 oi!BS5i:SSJs'e@£SSS®° °Sg®©S^@ggSK@° 0 aa@So®@0 } <<I2 8 a - 
2.000 -Oo@@@ ag)OoQ0© ^mE^g!^^QS2^S^° oiS©ISSLS©9£=S5B' 0 aa@2o®@0 8 88 

8 8 



U^^S® C5^ii^8 Smag (tI?BaJ33 SS^iiXKSS «OT I?^iJ®S2}S3& ([gSJSS S^^l 8 

{([*^jS?@©^8 

m 

(!) fftl3O.0OO 130.000 57.000 0.000 ) (0.000 0.000 57.000 0.000 
) (0.000 -fio!o5o0:00O 0«©O0 ) «5.0OO 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) (S.0O0 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) CS.0O 
0 0 000 0 OoiToOO ) (SoOOO 0.000 00000 0.000 8 (5.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) «5.e00 0 000 0 
000 0 000 ) (SVOOO 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) (5.000 0.000 0.000 0.000 ) (5.000 0.000 0.000 0.00 
0 ) ) )) 

(SAVE (S?:VGCS SSSSm? H.COS? )) 

(aSnSp^no ) i -2.000 -20.000 320.000 ^rosot^toolxsks" ^ROsoyjrDOMKC" o 1102.0 

00 ) ((4 ) I 58.000 -98.000 300.000 «01O®OT.TOOLICKC- «»OaOTJSCOMW0« 0 1102.000 ) ' 

2 000 -0.000 000 -rosot^tooliijsc'' -mB&^jfooLim^ o 1102.000 ) (d ) 1 -2.000 -o.ooo 30 

0.000 -ROBOT.TOOLXMG* -ROBOT.TOOUXMC*' 0 1102.000 ) ») 
<H_COST 600) ) ) 

(GET {(TYPE MESSAGE) IPROM PLW?OXKC» (TO KOVFW) (SIViTE RBOUESV) ) 
C(Ty(?e COST) 
CQBKBS 113 1 ) «4 1 J ^ ) *® ^ * ^ * 
(AVgRAeEjCOST 2-046) 

H1 
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CBESJD3«AP (((3 ) 1 -2.000 -20.000 320.000 **ROBOT_TOOX»XMG« "ROEOT TOOLXMC- o , , «^ 

2.000 -0.000 238.000 -5«»SOxL.<SCOMCK3° «ROSOT.TOOK85C- 0 Xi02.000 I 1(1 I 1 -2 Oflo a ^ ' 

0,000 «ROEOT_TOOLXKC« -ROffitSf^TOOMDStSo 0 mjloOO 7) ) ^ ' Cd ) 1 -2.000 -Q.OOO 30 

(laBro.LOC (1 2 3 <1 so. 000 S.OOO 25.000 0.000 l<i<i,281 )| 

(R0BOT.I/3C (1 1 3 <1 200.000 S.OOO 20.000 0.000 0 0 0 SO. 982 )) ) ) 

iQm i iTtm BiiKSAcs) issmz mm) CPKcsa ravms) (to Piw^smmsi ism^ R£^y) j 
( (^WE oorai ' ' 

{'sm& <i.oo<ii 

(AVI2»AGE_C0ST 2.S50I 
(»LCOCT 0.000) ) ) 

*x?iQrG QTG 12 acdQQ in tho graph gsmI £ skwSIqo oitq still OPffiJJ 
SO£S52^XC3I: (JO 0 IS) C3 1 i2SSH<i 1 I2a<\} {2 1 mi) «0 0 I2m (1 1 

iifflsiss ceo @ a(5}o i a^sijo a 



imss^^j^ a 31 © a® aLS@o@®@ io2g@ xiSoSoo @o@@@ a ® ® ss@oais »j J » 

crarosLj^ ca a s <i 2q©o0@@ So@®® 20e@9® ®o@@® ® ® @ m^m^ y j j 

o e(43 8 1 -2o®9@ -2@oQ@@ 3§9o®o® °wm:^ijsQm^^ o o 

f ^L*"^^ i ^ «si.@o0 20®.®®© «is6se^.so8S5Q2;e° -ssssm^ess^ssss^ @S c?§ 5 a 

0.000 -msmjsooLwo- °?808os*jiTOasKe° 0 1102.000 > n P J ^« y (i^s^^ » 1 2.000 cp^oo© 30 

((3Ei» ((^5?PE mSSACE) (MAKE LOADER) (IflRCJi CRASP2EGC) (TO m^mm^l imsm, REPX-Y) ) 
((WPE SIIC72C3I) 
(fi«).OF_CiJPS 2) 
(?Z£IS 600) 

(LOCaTZONS ((^8.000 120.000 ) (309.000 120.000 D )) S I 

FROJC GRASP2C«3x. 

(GET ( (WPB MKSACE) (MAfSE UNS^QAOESt) (FROH CRASPSE«S) (TO PLRSffi^SKC) ffSTATE afiPJLVl » 
((WPE SUCTIQM} I 
(CSO.OF.CUPS 2) 
(TXME 600) 

(LOCATXOMS ((48.000 )00.000 ) (268.000 100.000. 9 )) ) i 
TO(rci TOOU»G: 

(FIMALXSE ((TYPE MESSAGE) (WAME ftfCWE) (FRC?9 TOOg.XWG) (TO P>ILi^;mKCl (STATE REPLY) I 
( iTYPE SS^^ENTS) 

lUSSeCTH 296) 
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XPPENDZZ C 



(SIZES (160 100 20 IS 1 n 
(XLLOCATZON 1102.000) 
(PUNCH *ROB0T-T00LZNG-) 
(DIE "RDBOTJTOOLXNC") 
(DZE.VJIUMBER 1) 
(POMCHLHOLDBR *ROB0T^T0OLZNG- ) 
(DZQ^LDER *S3100-) ) ) 

> quit 
{QUIT ) 

Shutting do«m escperts: (GRASPING TOOLING MOVING ) 
Task PUNNING is exitinflr. 
Task PLANNING is exiting. 
Task main is exiting. 
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History: CffOQtod Soptaabar 14. IMC — Richard Wooffe 
R<2Vl — SQg> 1S$C . 

Q^fiGd •*EiS5E©?isQ_SM>int'' attribute with ©onQriC typo 
to isMSicatQ which s>oint was bsing saossoffisod 

Rgv2 — Sop 19. 199C 

°E=c2C2oriso_s>oint- chaneod to 3 diS^QiTGnt attribute nac^ao 

asaa °®^?isQ^loa6point" ^ich mood the i<5kaal coordinates 

Rev3 — Sap 22, 

Hiotory otairtGd 

(ffobot.^agQ (Ylirait yslot5dc?:5n) » c»*£iEi0Qd to 
(rotoot^GSe iYgoal Ylisait Yslowdc^wal) 

(r«toot scgage (XXiiait Stoiowdofwai) ) chaBaeod to 
(OTbotjagaeQ <3t0©Ql Xlisit Xslotsdotsa) i 

°c::Eori2Q.fin£l-9oiat° eteoaeasd to °®:s2oris<2.>Q8isL^iot^ 

;\oooooooooooooooooooooaoooooooooooooo<>oooooooooo^ooooooooaooooooaoooooooooooo^ 
o ooooooo IPD£\^ 051 

foooooooooobooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo 

0 

J&csag^os^ 

(&gQ0(2ual>o.j3c6W3<«^ 2B10 52*0 ^0) 
(25112. 22^3. 22^2. ITl} 
(2^2 2^2 SS^ ^) 
(SM 2a3 sta S&J OTl 
(SCaC SR<1 

(ssiis sas :sL5 ^si 

(SCaS 2Rfi JtL€ Tf6) ) ) 

((typQ fficSr) 
(bond 2) 
<unito Efsa) 

(feoff^dftold 2.000) 
(giiriQldopth 2- 149) 
IpSnchpoinc ^.719) 
(^MllbfflCtc 2S«000) 
(5S9!;:;;town IS. 000) 
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(daloy 2.000) 
(lo^stscop 80.000) 
CIband.Qnerlo 90.0) 
(bsfidLlength 100.0) 
(bsndj^osi^im 0.0) 
(flcmge.lesBgth 23.0) 

CbgagG_abc.caovQnXR7 ZR7 30*7 ai*7 Y7) 
i^Sm SRO 3CLfi ^8) 
imS> ^ ££.9 ^9) 

(smo s^o SSL2.0 ssao ^0) 
{mil SRii sssaii s&a.s. 

(:aa3 m3 :slu yi3) )) 

(print ((Cy^ stassage) {tzem, plsinning) (to sequoncing) (state raquoet) ) 
((tys*® pauoQ) 

^scsooage (°TO£idy to otasrt £isrst 9a?t. . . ° )) ) ) 
y iLffiifeialLisQ oil osfoteGaQ, vosl^y tfiws otosfffeiLsag ofcatfcs 

SddBdB O&::^^^f^^^^^J0iMnO^^7\DSi^ dSdUBBBSBB 

BddBd883SSd8dd8Bd8ddBB88dB888BB88BBdd8 888S008B808dd3B8Dd8 8dd3d888B8dBB8d88dd888 



,?vadL^,,=i^6 J2so^ ^2sog 2s£Q^ S&fegfesoS ^qk:so288 



STOSsaL^J^SPgP «2o^o2 S3:&q2 misc£ J^jsoS ^Jfeoil88 
«&ecs@cu3&aj:=s=^ 55fl^ sa® ssi® ^8 j) 8 j 

88888888$B88B88888B8B88B88SB8B88888B88 8888D8B8888BBdDSBd8BB8d8B8B8BBB88BBB883B8 
8% 8888 i^jg^a^S© I^Offfe &s®3 3L@Q^aff^tiS^^ *?5 8SJ??yj 

( 2;®tot^os»3sd ^) 

; latovQ robot to B^oiat juat ou&ai^ ^art at^uiioitiora i^ert. 
; fctot is, thQ ijjart is iftot \x7i£fiain tho grii^pair yQt 
(robot abs,j:itovQ ( (SC Y S ?i@@&a ^qa?) 

(X Y 2 Pitcfia tew) 

(n Y 2 Pitefe tewJJ) 
; now ffl£5lc thQ oparator to odjwct tho E hoi^h?: csmsnually ffor 
; oafQ loosing (in cqsg of B>as:c droop) 
(robot.xgoge (2mfl» Zmin)) 

; c^^ssorisG this s^oint as tho proldad point — it will bQ OQnt 
; bacS: to the procQSs snansgor in the roply 

(fa£2Es»risQ^re&oedjpoint ffZCideal Yldoal Zidoal PX'SCMidQol YAWidflo©!)) 
; ci^sove robot gri^^r in cho 2C-Y plane to thQ prop4»r SC-Y point at 
; the current 2 heishefe 

(jrotot^reJ^neovd ((dZ dY dZ d^itch dY^tf) ) ) 

; Ksove^robot to the a^&Ql p£^re ecQuisition point 
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APPEKDZX D 



( robot.ab8.B»ave ( (X 
(•xehan9e.^rt 10.0) 
(robot.abs.move ( (X 
(X 
<X 
(X 



Y Z Pitch Yaw) 
; wit for 10 

Y Z Pitch Yaw) 

Y Z Pitch Yaw» 

Y Z Pitch Yaw) 

Y Z Pitch Yaw) 



seconds after aetting part 



))) 



•1 



; 1 7 J ; ; J 



load the part into the pressteake* sMaeurlng the Z« Y end X offsets 
and sending thvm bade to the process aanager 
(put (icype message) (fron planning) (to sequencing) (state request) ) 
((type pressbrake) 
(robot.speed €) 

; move robot into pre-loading position to start z-gaging 
; this will conpensate for part droop 
(robot.abs.jBove ((X Y Z Pitch Yaw) 
(X y Z Pitch Yaw) 
(Z Y Z Pitch Yaw) 
(X T Z Pitch Yaw) }} 
for aowr MQoeet the epentor to ed^wt the % height msnaally 
(beic ZmiaJ} 

thie poiat M the preload point ~ it will be mm^ 
to ***** pr o Base msaaoer ia the reply 

xiLPKeloaa.poiat (Xideal Tldeal eideel PXlCBideal YlVlfideal) ) 
ia the T dizeetica to get late the die epftoe 

_ ((dX dr dZ dPltch dZtar)! | 
to the f«*<»<*^ poiat ia eoaetact with the' die 

((XT Z Pitch Yew)) ) 
^^^^-^-^ y geglag 

(Tgoal Xliait T sl owdowel) 
the tM Trhn fft dear of the part end iato poeition for 

(CXU ZSl XLl ZU. YX) 

(zn sasz XL2 z£2 sin 





oCfoet the part 



the goal X poeition 





(bend 



((dx dr dz dPitch dnv}) 
iato fiaal poeltidn fear a 

((xn zBZ x£3 zu Tan ) 

to fiaal X ppgltion 

(Ztooel XUmit xalowdewan 
fiver that is ia eootaet with pM dUax 

((ZM ZM XU ZU Tdn ) 
part back ia T to the oorzeeted stntiag point 
this will be the poiat nsod ia the nazt part 
robot^jceOove ((dX dY dZ dPitch dYev)) } 
; move baekgage to final y-tragiag position 
(bgage^abs.jHyve ((XRS ZRS XLS ZL5 YSn ) 

; memorize this point as the load point — the point before 
; final y gaging. This will be sent bacic to the process 
; manager in the reply 

(me»orize.load^int {Xideal Yideal Zidaal PZTCHideal YAWideal) ) 
: final y gaging before bend 
<robot.ygage (Ygoal Ylimit Yslowdoim) ) 

; memorize this point as Che final point — the point after. 
: final y gaging and before bending 

: it will be sent hack to the process manager in the reply 
(memorise.bend^int CXideal Yideal Zideal PZTCHideal YAMideal) )) 

(Itype message) (from planning) (to sequencing) (state request) } 
( (type -follow) 

(bend.angle 90.000) 

(pert.thiclcness 1.219) 

(press.t ravel 2.570) 
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; sMjIlbactt th© backgage to cleas: bending process 

; ©ny lotion ccssaondfi here are oKocuted after the pinchs>oint 

ibsage_abs.c»v<a ( (2CR6 %M 2tt.€ ) 

) ) 

(g®t ((type Enescage) itroBi pXenning) (to Dequoncing) (state request) ) 
( ( type prooob^ate) 
; csode caa toe punciucontact or die_coracoct 
(saod© dieLjcoffltact) ^ . 

; Giray cotioa cc3:aQnds hero wilX be oaociated of tor the p^gmss lias 

; bsGSi iGssQTOd 

; p<3r£o3na wnlooding biov©, ^Siio can be via robot.f ine_faove or 
; robot.rQl,j2ove or jrobot^Gbs_jsove 
(robot abs,js»ve iU ^ % Pitch Yaw) 
(3C y a Pifceb "Sfaw) 

(2£ ^ S Pifcch Yawl ) ) ) ) 
; C2aw3 fcswBjE©Ei0<3 isafe® i?©oifea.®a 2off laoESfc . , ^ ^ ^^^^ • 

ihBcmj^toaisFJo 2S» SBBJ 

98883SSS88d8t88d8D8088Vd8d8l888S8d8d8 

% 4st!&s» sc::^® ©s^^Li^s^fO? 



8 sc^ ©s§2530s? QS^cscS fiassofe ^^liLssr fear fefeio. ''m^' 

«Err::s«gtocu$sa2!^^ (S^ifc^a ??Mcg5L S&^!c35L S^r^lSiica3L m2M-iin 
£=§a70 ^ ^ ©too ips::^ SsoSj&i Jsg^ ©ssSs^xa? 

z fcsasafi o2g feSao pa^fe Seen sefesfc fc© SQ?® 
) ) 

; get part £rosi iTopo 

(get ((typQ otscoago) (grosa planaiagj (to ©Q<sMaacing) Jotaeo EretssaooU J 

((typo JTGPO) 

(robot opooiS S) 

; cawo'pafft to point just outoide oi. sregraoping i?oo5.ti<Bn. 
; robot gripper will bQ c^oswad 2irst thing an tbio '©ot' 
(robot Qbo^i^e ({X Y 2 Pitch Yaw) 
" (X Y » Pitch Vow) 

(/ y 2 Pitch Yaw) 

(Z y £ Pitch YatJ) ) ) 
; .for now rc2«j«eot operator to odjust 2 position 2or rcj^sracping 
irobot_sga©G if^v. Zrainl) iw 
; VRSC=9rise ^hiis poin« ao the proioad pco«nt — "t «»n ^ o®Firt 
• fa^eh to tlftG rarecoso e^snager in tba imply 

lp!^s-fisc.proloa<9.I^<nt CaiiflQai VldOoJ 2isa<?aJ PITCMitfoaJ VAWiflSoai)) 
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; saove in the X-Y plane to put part inside robot gripsxar 
(robot.ral^Biove <«d)C dV dPitch dYew) ) ) 
; raove"robot to ideal aregiraGping position 
trotoot_Qbs.jEov© ((X Y S Pitch Yq«) ) 

(««change_pGrt 3.0> ; wait n soconds after getting part 
I } 

02 



• 9 m S 

• w • • 
0 » » 0 

9 9 0* 



loQd the part into tho ■ proosbralcQ. □taacMffiag ttoo S» Y oad 2C ^CtoQts 
; and oending th<2a toack to the pMCcaos Eosaaeor 
(put (CtypQ caasoage) (froEa planning) (to Boquoncing) (state roquQst) ) 
((type prQoahratco) 
(robotw^pood 5) , 

; sscove robot into pre-loading position to start x-gaging 
; this vill ccsgjQMQte £or part droop 
(robot_abs_^cos7Q ( {3C Y S ffiteh Vawb . 

(3t 7 S IPitch Ifat?) 

s sosasoafe ^ <5;?csa3e©& e® carafe e&o S Etai^ onssseoMy 

CE2c:^SQj5golSsj?®^ (iSM-c^ 124^^ S^(Scq5L IK^s^aa^ooa ms&taoain 



5&gQ©cu:iteq«IX5^ 2^ 5^ ^ 

gSo20 531^ a© 'iJf^S 9 8 
? @220Qfe QC=3S^ 2SS3 ^ (si®Ci2L S i^soitSS^ 

gfeSQScuiSsa=PSTO «G222a@ 8 
J csTO iSflffiSPs? to ©g3i&3i^ ®C3Sfe ©accis' 

ti^D0cu3&cuP§^ ««s§m J^ia s^SA 8 

; cc©53o ^Qs^ toSTs iLa ^ ®@Egcgec£ csfeog^aBse I?®3Sit 

; ESzoriSQ thio point oo Head gtoiiat tlho poiat bafioro 
; distal y ©agiag. Mio t7iXX to ooat bQ<BEt to t&o ptocqoo 
; caosiagor in tho roply 

(iEC2Ei>ri8GL.lc>a4lJ5wiat (Xidoal Ifidsal Sidoal PX<?CTidoal YAMideal) ) 

; baelcgagQ to final y-gaeiag position 

(b0agQ_abo.jMVG iiim2 SR12 ^12)) J 

; iinal y ©aging baforo bond 

( robot_ygago ( Ygoa 1 . Yl icai t Vsla«down ) fi 

; E^sOTrise thia point as tho ^iajal poiwt tho point oftor 
;. final y gaging and bsforo bc2fi^is%g 

• it t^fill b3 o<5nt back to the process ranagQjr in the reply 
(fitereorisc^bond.povn* (Xidool YidGol Sido^il PXTCMadoal YAWadtsaM )> 

(bsnd ( (xypo Rteooagel ««rom plannngigl (to c©q(uic3i?M5Sne) (otato -reqwxsotl I 

(tend OT9i« 90. COO) 
(WT^-'thicknoss 1.21S> 
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(pTODS.travel 2.570) 

; ^llbaclc thQ bficlcg&0e to cXoar toss&^ing process 

; osBy csotion cosoisondB horo aro oscocuitGd after the pinchpoint 

(ft}gago.Qbs.Gcove ( (XR13 SR13 SSalB ) 



(got ((tyE»Q caaooago) (£rc:si plansm&g) (to oo^oncing) (state ro^ost) ) 

; ciot&o con b3 s>tmclL.coiatact or dioL-Cosatact 
(ir:siSQ (flicLjcontQct) 

; Qsnf liotioa cosEsaoads horQ will hQ oaocuted after the pros© has 
; &3Qn louorod 

3 B»QfffoOTa \mloading laows. *?Ma esm lbs via irobot_finG_i5ttyw2 or 
; xxsbot,.relj3Eove or rotot^GibQ.,,^ftow3 
(Mbot^bs_jaovc2 ((2 Y Z Mtcto Yaw) 

(S Y 2 Pitch Yat7> 

(SYS IFifceh Yow^ 

CS ^ g M&eSa YawJ S ) ) ) 

$8B9S$i889DSV888SDS8 88VVSB8888d8 8 38dSgi8 888dB8B582BSSS8dBS8dd8BS8dBd9^Q>B9 n99$Z 



fcrrissiSlisc^ SSatoS. ^S^ScoSL gMoal IPTi'Sa^caa moi^asoSLJ J 

jOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOdOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 

,0000000 gQ2£^ 02 ooooooo 

.OOOOOQOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOQOOOOOOOO 

lSiSS:t8STtfSSSSS9S;s:S9nnS9n$8S$8nnB8n988mSJm3S88t83B8B$$888S;:88$8: 
;;;;;; KCI?^ pr^ttgiTQEmiaSig BBtittZttl 

(pr^ran ((tj^ i^ooagQ) (fsresi i^lcffiaaiiag) (I to ocGWcaicingI ((State re^Qofe) ) 
((typo nc9r) 
(bOKMS 1) 

(tmito ^) 
(bocCrgogo 37.220) 
(boindhold 2.000) 
(finaldoptb 2.K19) 
(pinchpoint ^.719) 
(pu&ltooctc 25.<100) 

(Q)G;:$:)GC:m IS. 000) 

(opoodl 7) 
IdelSty 2.000) . 
Ooworotop 110.000) 
(totractf.angio S>0.0) 
(tJ9tn>c4«l(?ngth )00.0) 
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(band^posicion 0.0) 
( £lQnge_l<3W0th 22.0) 

(bS«ige-Qbs_atwQ(«KRO SRO 2tL0 SLO YO) 

cm m xLi YD )) ) 

Ktype nc9r) 
(bond 2) 
(unieo cm) 
(bachgo^Q <12.220) 
(tocsndboXd 3.000) 

(pisichpoisit 0.7^9) 
(smUl&^ch 35.000) 
(oi<cyt5dcr55sn 15.000) 

(doiay 2.000) 
(IdKsoffocog) ©0.000) 



Jl^@Q©cw^Sjcu:s^(t«S^ ^ ^ ^ ^. « tv 
J^Qsreo 2.9 D 

s ^ ^ m^^^ C3azo oa tor 

«&sa@cu2fcu=»3o ssa® saa© sas ^8 D 8 !> 

«S Y S I?i©@Sa YowD 
<22 Y S Mfeefia YowD { ) 

(robot Qbo.iaovQ d (X Y S I?i£efia YqwB 
. " (J5 Y S IPifcefe YowS 

(Jt Y g I?i£@Ba YowH 
CX Y 2 S>ie^ YowD ))) 

iKvpe preoobrottol 
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- the position determined in tirst part run 

'(robot_abs_t==ove ((X Y Z Pitch Ya«| 
iJt Y 2 Pitch Yaw) 
(jt Y Z Pitch rsM\ 
(K Y Z Pitch Yotef) ) ) ) ) 

; £iMl y flaging bsfore bend 

(robot^age (Ygool Yliait Yslot:«aa«n) ) ) 

) 



) 



(b^d ii^y^ socage) <f«»a pWng) (to oc<^encing) Cta.o r.c^^ct, ) 

<(tyS»3 folic?:?) 

(bond^angle SO. 000) 
(E>art ttoictaiQss i.219) 

(bBSeL.ab8j2flve (im SRI XU SU J 



) ) 

S^^'Co'SS «t«ac,i^^» <la^to^*» J 

(robot^bojs»ve (ISC Y 2 Piteti ^q«p 

Y S Pitch ^Qw) 

(It Y Z Pitch "^QWJ 
<3C Y Z Pitch ) ) 

» ) 

Uir.u;^'::^o^«^ planning, ..o «e^«ncin,, , 

: dotoirfaincjA I" <<'st part Tun ohlnfl b*/ thiq 'fflet' 
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(Jt Y Z Pitch Yawl 
(X Y 2 Pitch Yaw) 
Y 2 Pitch Yaw) ) ) 
<Gttcha?ige_parc 3.0) ; wait n socondo after getting part 
) ) 



Boucd 02 J : ; ; ? J 

; load the part iato tho pffoosbsratce. using the saaQGUffod 2. Y ond S of fosts 
; deteminod in firot s>£^7t rua 

(put ((typQ rasDoage) Cfrtj^ planning) (to sequencing) (state reoueotl ) 
((type prooobrahe) 
(robot^spocd 6) 

; ioad the part directly into the pross, setting it dotai in 
; tho position deterrainod in firot part run 
(robot.Qbo_ptove ((X Y 2 Pitch Yat?) 

CSC Y 2 Pittch Yaw) 
Y a I?i£tfsfe Yaw) 

82 ^ S IPie^e^ ^aw) ) ) ) ) 

) 

(BK3id Hfes^ cs3oc3a©Q) (feszi ptoasaaagrS «fto oG^ososiE©!) Joeato sc^jeooU ) 
([li^gajfeo_rw> ^ ^ J 

} } 

(3J Y 2 Pifeeto Yat7) 

a Y 2 PAfecBi Yaw) ) ) ) ) 

; aovQ backgago into pooition for cioafc BjQgad 

(E^e ((typQ cseoooge) (frcsa plasasaiBae) (fco oo^offftcing) (state yeewiQOt) ) 
( (type linoQff) 

(hgage.abDj:£ove (imO 2R0 StLO YO) )))) 



; ; ; ; ; ; Unloading 

•••••••••••••••••• >««•••••■•••• •■••••■•••••••I 

:;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;; ;^i<i?i«»*»»'««??i^*» •••••••••••••••*•*••••*•••'••••' 

<pwt Mtyp© caessego) (frora pianninf) (to Gequentcine) (stato revest) ) 
I (typo loader) 
(rotot.ajjood 6) 

; tT«>ve part to position otovo unloa«tor 
(X y z ^itch Yawl 
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U K Z Pitch Yau)) ) 
; roQueot operator co adjust th<fi h^i^ht of robot Bi&nufiliy 

(Qs:ehara0Q.j^£isrt 10.0) 

(3C 7 z Pitch :rat^) 
<3r Y 2 ^itch raa) 

Y 2 Pitch ) ) ) 

OOOOOOOOdOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOttOOO 
OOOOOOO pQfft 03 tferoW^h M 6600O0O 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO O dOOO OdOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO^OftOOOO 

nnss ^^£(^ui70 i^Q?t loatioi^/unlofidQ? ;;;;;;;;; 

SS33Z9i883d93B389B88d8BB88889tB8Bd88S88Bd88SB8SSBS8S9S88888^BBdS8d9S888SiSSB9U 
B88BBB\% ISasS^Ql . 888883B8BB 

3S88B 9 8*88BdB8830D3888S8888B8B9888d88S8SB8 88 888888888399 888833888888838888889899 

ffX Y 8 IPifcefia ^G»J 
(?obot^=^a@Q (Y@ogI Ylioit 1fQ2L®;:^;Sc!!;5z&H 9 

) 

) 

etc . • . 
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CLAIMS 

1. A system for generating a plan which 
comprises a sequence of operations to be performed by a 
bending apparatus for bending workpieces comprising sheets 

5 of malleable material; the bending apparatus having a 
gripper for gripping a workpiece while performing a bend/ 
said sequence of operations comprising a set of N bends for 
forming a finished workpiece from a stock sheet of 
malleable material, said system comprising: 

10 proposing means for proposing, for an mth 

operation within the sequence of operations, a plurality of 
proposed operations including a plurality of proposed bends 
to be performed by said apparatus; 

subplan means for providing a proposed 

15 subplan that accompanies each proposed bend; and 

generating means for generating a plan 
including a sequence of bends from a first bend through an 
Nth bend, by choosing each bend in the sequence of 
operations based upon the proposed bends and the proposed 

20 subplan that accompanies each proposed bend. 

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein said 
proposing means comprises means for proposing bends among 
the complete set of N bends that are still remaining. 

3. The system according to claim 1, wherein said 
25 proposing means comprises means for proposing bends among 

the complete set of N bends that are still remaining less 
bends blocked due to constraints.- 

4. The system according to claim 1, said 
proposing means comprising means for proposing, for an mth 

30 operation, a repositioning of the gripper 's hold on the 
workpiece. 
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5. The system according to claim 1, wherein the 
generated plan further includes at least part of the proposed 
siibplans that accompany the chosen bends « 

6. The system according to claim 1, further 
coH^rising means for representing the mth operation within 
the sequence of operations as an mth level of a search tree. 

7. The system according to claim 5, wherein said 
proposed subplans comprise setup and control information for 
said bending apparatus • 

8o The system according to claim 1, wherein said 

proposed subplans comprise final locations on the workpiece 
at which the gripper will grip the workpiece while 
performing the bends of the sequence of bends, 

9. The system according to claim 1, wherein said 
proposed subplans comprise ranges of locations on the 
workpiece at which the gripper can grip the workpiece while 
performing the bends of the sequence of bends. 

10. The system according to claim 7, wherein said 
proposed subplans comprise numbers, each representing a 
predicted number of repositionings of the gripper needed to 
complete the sequence of bends. 

11. The system according to claim 7, wherein said 
proposed subplans comprise indications that a next bend in 
the sequence cannot be performed unless the gripper 's grip 
on the workpiece is first repositioned. 

12. The system according to claim 7, wherein said 
proposed subplans comprise locations on the workpiece at 
which a repositioning gripper will grip the workpiece while 
performing a repositioning operation between bends of the 
sequence of bends. 

13. The system according to claim 7, wherein said 
proposed siobplans con^srise indications of tooling stages to 
be utilized to perform the bends of the sequence of bends. 
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14. The system according to claim 1, wherein said 
proposed subplans comprise locations of tooling stages to 
be utilized to perform the bends of the sequence of bends. 

15. The system according to claim 1, wherein said 
5 proposed subplans comprise positions along a tooling stage 

at which the workpiece will be loaded into the bending 
apparatus in order to perform the bends of the sequence of 
bends . 

16. The system according to claim 1, wherein said 
10 proposed subplans comprise motion plans for maneuvering 

around tooling stages in performing the bends of the 
secjuence of bends. 

17. The system according to claim 1, further 
comprising estimating means for estimating a cost to be 

15 associated with each proposed bend. 

18. The system according to claim 17, wherein 
said generating means generates a plan including a sequence 
of bends from a first through an Nth bend, by choosing each 
bend in the sequence of operations based upon the proposed 

20 bends, the proposed subplan that, accompanies each proposed 
bend, and the estimated cost associated with each proposed 
bend. 

19. The system according to claim 18, wherein 
the estimated costs associated with an nth bend in the 

25 sequence of N bends comprises a k cost calculated based 
upon an estimated amount of time it will take the bending 
apparatus to complete one or more operations of the bend. 

20. The system according to claim 18, wherein 
the estimated cost associated with an nth bend in the 

30 sequence of N bends comprises an h cost calculated based 
upon an estimated total amount of time it will take the 
bending apparatus to complete one or more operations of 
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each of the rest of the bends in the bend sequence that 
follow the nth bend. 

21. The system according to claim 19/ wherein 
the estimated cost associated with an nth bend in the 
5 sequence of N bends further comprises an h cost calculated 
based upon an estimated total amount of time it will take 
the bending apparatus to complete one or more operations of 
each of the rest of the bends in the bend sequence that 
follow the nth bend. 
IQ 22. The system according to claim 19, wherein 

said one or more operations of a given bend comprise moving 
the workpiece from a tooling stage location of a preceding 
bend to a tooling stage location of the given bend. 

23. The system according to claim 19, wherein 
15 said one or more operations of a given bend comprise 

installing, when setting up the bending apparatus, an 
additional tooling stage that will be needed to perform the 
given bend. 

24. The system according to claim 19, wherein 
20 said one or more operations of a given bend comprise 

repositioning of the gripper's hold on the workpiece before 
performing the given bend. 

25. The system according to claim 20, wherein 
said one or more operations of a given bend comprise moving 

25 the workpiece from a tooling stage location of a preceding 
bend to a tooling stage location of the given bend. 

26. The system according to claim 20, wherein 
said one or more operations of a given bend comprise 
installing, when setting up the bending apparatus, an 

30 additional tooling stage that will be needed to perform the 
given bend. 

27. The system according to claim 20, wherein 
said one or more operations of a given bend comprise 
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repositioning of the gripper's hold on the workpiece before 
performing the given bend. 

28. The system according to claim 16^ wherein 
said proposing means and said generating means collectively 
5 con^^rise a bend sequence pl£Uining module, and further wherein 
said subplan means and said estimating means collectively 
comprise a plurality of expert modules o 

29 • The system according to claim 28, wherein 
said expert modules each comprise means for operating said 

10 subplan means and said estimating means when said proposing 
means proposes a proposed operation for performance as said 
mth operation within the sequence of operations. 

30. The system according to claim 28, wherein 
said plurality of expert modules comprise a holding expert 

15 module having means for operating said subplan means to 
provide a proposed holding subplan that includes 
information regarding a location on the workpiece at which 
the gripper can grip the workpiece while performing the 
bends of the bend seG[uence« 

20 31, The system according to claim 28, wherein 

said plurality of expert modules comprise a holding expert 
module having means for operating said estimating means to 
estimate a holding cost calculated based upon whether a 
gripper 's hold on the workpiece is to be repositioned 

25 before performing a given bend. 

32 « The system according to claim 28, wherein 
said plurality of expert modules comprise a tooling expert 
module having means for operating- said subplan means to 
provide a proposed tooling subplan that includes 

30 information regarding a position along a tooling stage at 
which the workpiece will be loaded into the bending 
apparatus in order to perform a given bend. 
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33 o The system according to claim 28, wherein 
said plurality of expert modules co^rise a tooling expert 
module having means for operating said estimating means to 
estimate a cost based upon an amount of time to install, 
5 when setting up the bending apparatus, an additional 
tooling stage needed to perform a given bendo 

34. The system according to claim 28, wherein 
said plurality of expert modules comprise a motion expert 
module having means for operating said estimating means to 

10 estimate a cost based upon a calculated travel time for 
moving the workpiece from a tooling stage location of a 
bend to a tooling stage location of a next bend* 

35. The system according to claim 28, wherein 
said bend sequence planning module comprises means for 

15 querying each of said expert modules for a sxibplan and 
estimated costs, and wherein each of said expert modules 
comprises means for responding to a query by returning a 
savelist to said bend sequence planning module, said 
savelist cosE^rising a list of names of attributes, and 
20 values respectively corresponding to the attributes, to be 
saved by said bend sequence planning module. 

36 o The system according to claim 1, further 
comprising prioritizing means for prioritizing proposed 
bends in accordance with bend heuristics determined based 
25 upon the geometry of the workpiece. 

37. The system according to claim 36^ wherein 
said generating means generates a plan including a sequence 
of bends from a first through an Nth bend, by choosing each 
bend in the sequence of operations based upon the prioritized 

30 proposed bends and the propose subplan that accompanies each 
proposed bendo 

38. The system according to claim 18, further 
comprising prioritizing means for prioritizing proposed 
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bends in accordance with bend heuristics determined based 
upon the geometry of the workpiece. 

39. The system according to claim 38, wherein 
said prioritizing means comprises means for discounting an 
estimated cost of a bend having a high priority and 
increasing an estimated cost for a bend having a low 
priority. 

40. The system according to claim 1, further 
comprising determining means for determining the time 
needed for, and the feasibility of, producing one or more 
parts with the bending apparatus based upon the generated 
plan. 

41. The system according to claim 40, further 
comprising means for performing calculations of the cost of 
producing a given batch of the parts, based upon the time 
determined by said determining means. 

42. The system according to claim 40, further 
comprising means for redesigning the part based upon the 
time and feasibility determinations made by said 
determining means. 

43. The system according to claim 40, further 
comprising means for scheduling manufacturing with the 
bending apparatus depending upon the determined amount of 
time for producing one or more parts. 

44. In a computer having at least one processor 
and a memory, a method for selecting a gripper for holding 
a wor)q5iece to be utilized by a bending apparatus for bending 
unfinished workpieces comprising sheets of malleable 
material, said method coit^rising: 

reading information describing the geometry of a 
library of gripper s to be chosen from; 

forming a set of available grippers excluding 
grippers that have certain undesired geometric features; and 
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choosing a gripper from the set of available 
grippers as a function of the width of the gripper, the 
length of the gripper, and the knuckle height of the gripper. 

45. The method according to claim 44, wherein 
the gripper comprises a gripper for holding the workpiece 
while loading and unloading the workpiece into and from a 
die space of the bending apparatus in order to perform 
bending operations. 

46. The method according to claim 45, further 
comprising: 

predicting, for each gripper within the set of 
available grippers, a repo number equal to an estimated 
number of times the bending apparatus will need to change 
the position at which the gripper is holding the workpiece 
in order to perform a complete sequence of bending 
operations on the workpiece; 

determining the smallest predicted repo number; and 
adjusting the set of available grippers to include 
the available grippers having a repo number equal to the 
smallest predicted repo number, before choosing a gripper 
as a function of the gripper 's width, length, and knuckle 
height . 

47. The method according to claim 44, wherein 
the gripper comprises a repo gripper for holding the 
workpiece while a robot changes its grip on the workpiece. 

48. The method according to claim 47, further 
comprising: 

constructing data representations of the respective 
intermediate shapes of the workpiece when repo operations 
are to be performed by said bending apparatus, and 
utilizing said intermediate shapes to determine which 
grippers are excluded from the set of available grippers, 
wherein grippers that cannot securely grasp the workpiece 
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considering all of the constructed intermediate shape 
representations are excluded from the set of available 
grippers . 

49. In a conputer having at least one processor 
5 and a memory, a method for determining a gripper location 

which is a location on a malleable sheet workpiece at which 
a gripper can hold the workpiece while a bending apparatus 
performs an mth operation on the workpiece, the bending 
apparatus performing a sequence of operations, including 

10 said mth operation, in accordance with a bending plan, said 
sequence of operations comprising a sequence of bends from 
a first bend through an Nth bend, the shape of the 
workpiece changing to several intermediate shapes as said 
bending apparatus progresses through said sequence of 

15 bends, said method comprising: 

as i is varied to include a given plurality of 
operations in said sequence of operations leading up to and 
including said mth operation, forming a set of topographic 
representations by repeatedly generating, along edges of the 

20 workpiece, a graphic representation of areas on the workpiece 
within which the gripper location can be without hindering 
performance of an ith operation, taking into consideration 
the intermediate shape of the workpiece when said ith 
operation is performed; and 

25 determining the intersection of all the geographic 

representations within said set to thereby determine the 
areas common to said given plurality of operations in said 
sequence of operations. 

50. The method according to claim 49, wherein 
30 said mth operation conqprises changing a robot's grip on the 

workpiece between bends in said sequence of bends. 
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51. The method according to claim 49, wherein 
said Mth operation comprises performing a bend within said 
sequence of bends « 

52. In a con^uter having at least one processor 
and a memory/ a method for selecting tooling to be used in 
a bending apparatus for bending a workpiece comprising a 
sheet of malleable material, the tooling including at least 
a die and a punch, the bending apparatus performing, 
utilizing the selected tooling, a sequence of operations 
comprising a sequence of bends from a first bend through an 
Nth bend, said method comprising: 

reading information describing the geometry of a 
library of dies and punches; 

forming sets of feasible dies and pxinches excluding 
dies and punches that have an insufficient force capacity 
to bend the workpiece and that are incapable of forming 
desired bends in the workpiece resulting in desired bend 
angles and desired inside radii; and 

choosing an appropriate die and appropriate punch 
that most closely satisfies force, bend angle, and inside 
radii requirements, excluding punches that will likely 
collide with the workpiece as determined by failure of a 
geometric collision test. 

53. The method according to claim 52, wherein 
the geometric collision test is performed by modeling a 
finished 3D workpiece and, for each bend in the sequence of 
bends, aligning the modeled finished 3D workpiece between 
a model of each feasible punch and a model of a chosen die. 

54 o In a conputer having at least one processor 
and a memory, a method for determining a layout of tooling 
stages along a die rail of a bending apparatus, said bending 
apparatus being adapted to bend workpieces comprising sheets 
of malleable material, by performing a sequence of operations 
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comprising a sequence of bends from a first bend through an 

Nth bend/ said method comprising: 

deciding on an arrangement of a plurality of stages 

along said die rail; 
5 calculating lateral limits based upon the amount by 

which the workpiece extends beyond a side edge of a tooling 

stage for the bends of said sequence of bends; 

determining a largest lateral limit for each side 

of each stage; and 
10 spacing adjacently arranged stages to have a gap 

between adjacent side edges that is greater than or equal 

to the larger of the determined largest lateral limits of 

the adjacent side edges. 

55. A system for generating a plan and for 
15 controlling a bending apparatus, the plan comprising a 

sequence of operations to be performed by the bending 

apparatus, the bending apparatus being adapted to bend 

workpieces comprising sheets of malleable material, the 

sequence of operations comprising a sequence of bends, from 
20 a first through an Nth bend, for forming a finished 

workpiece from a stock sheet of malleable material, said 

system comprising: 

setup planning means for generating said sequence 

of bends and a setup subplan that includes information 
25 regarding the manner in which the bending apparatus is to 

be set up before commencing the first bend in said sequence 

of bends; 

forwarding means for forwarding said setup subplan, 
once generated, to signalling means for signalling 
30 commencement of setup operations to be performed in 
accordance with said setup subplan; and 

finalize means for generating detailed subplan 
information to complete said plan after said setup subplan 
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has been generated, at least part of said detailed subplan 
infomiation being generated after the commencement of setup 
operations has been signalled by said signalling means. 

56 o The system according to claim 55, wherein 
5 said setup subplan comprises information regarding a layout 
of tooling stages « 

57. The system according to claim 55, wherein 
said setup subplan coix^rises information regarding tooling 
die and punch profiles to be utilized in said bending 
10 apparatus . 

58 o The system according to claim 55, wherein 
said setup subplan comprises positions of tooling stagel 
along a die rail of said bending apparatus. 

59 o The system according to claim 55, wherein 
15 said setup subplan comprises information regarding what 
type of gripper to use for manipulating the workpiece 
through the bend sequence. 

60 o The system according to claim 55, wherein 
said setup sxabplan comprises infonoation regarding what 
20 type of repo gripper to use for holding the workpiece while 
a gripper changes its grasp on the workpiece inbetween 
bends of the bend seG[uence. 

61. The system according to claim 55, wherein 
said forwarding means comprises means for forwarding 

25 instructions to a sequencer module comprising means for 
directing the performance of automated setup operations on 
said bending apparatus. 

62. The system according to claim 55, wherein 
said forwarding means comprises means from creating a visual 

30 representation of setup operations to be performed on the 
bending apparatus so that a human operator can thereby 
perform setup operations. 
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63, A system for performing setup operations on 
a bending apparatus so that the bending apparatus can be 
utilized to perform bending operations on workpieces 
comprising sheets of malleable material, the bending 
5 apparatus comprising a die railr a tool pxxnch holding 
mechanism, and one or more tooling stages, each tooling 
stage comprising a die mounted on said die rail and a tool 
punch held by said punch holding mechanism, said system 
comprising: 

10 means for receiving information regarding a location 

of each of said one or more tooling stages along said die 
rail; and 

control means for controlling a position of a guide 
member along at least one of said die rail and said tool 
15 punch holding mechanism based upon the received information 
so that at least one of said die and said tool punch can be 
aligned with reference to said guide member so that the 
resulting tooling stage will be at a desired location along 
said die rail, 

20 64. The system according to claim 63, wherein 

said control means comprises means for positioning said 
guide member to be at a specified position along said die 
rail and to be within a certain distance from the die rail, 
whereby a die of a tooling stage to be aligned can be 

25 abutted against said guide member in order to properly 
position the tooling stage along the die rail, 

65 • The system according to claim 63, wherein 
said guide member comprises a backgage finger of a 
mechanism for performing backgaging when loading a 

30 workpiece into the bending apparatus, 

66, A system for executing a plan for 
controlling a bending apparatus for bending workpieces 
comprising sheets of malleable material, the plan 
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comprising a sequence of operations to be performed by the 
bending apparatus, said system comprising: 

sensor-based control means for perfoirming 
an operation, including moving a workpiece from one 
position to another, with said bending apparatus utilizing 
a sensor output to modify the movement of the workpiece; 

measuring means for measuring an amount by 
which the movement of the workpiece was modified due to the 
sensor output; and 

learned control means for performing said 
operation, including moving the workpiece from one position 
to another, without modifying the movement of the 
workpiece utilizing a sensor output, said learned control 
means controlling performance of said operation based upon 
the amount measured by said measuring means. 
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1.- 


Independent claim 1: 




A system for generating a bending plan for a bending 




machine including means for proposing a bending plan and 




means for generating a bending plan 


2.- 


Independent claim 44: 




A method for selecting a gripper for holding a workpiece 




which is bent in a bending machine. 


3.- 


Independent claim 49: 




A method for determining a gripper location on a workpiece. 


4.- 


Independent claim 52: 




A method of selecting a tool to be used. 


5.- 


Independent claim 54: 




A method for determining the layout of tooling stages on 




a die rail. 


6.- 


Independent claim 55: 




A system for generating a plan and controlling a bending 




apparatus • 


7.- 


Indepenaent claim 63: 




A system for performing set-up operations. 


8.- 


Independent claim 66: 




A system for executing a bending plan for controlling a 




bending apparatus including learned control means. 


9.- 


claims 2 and 3: 




Means for proposing bends amongst the remaining bends. 


10. 


- claim 4: 




Means for repositioning the gripper 's hold. 


11. 


- Claims 5 and 7 to 16: 




The generated plan includes at least part of the proposed 




subplan accompanying each bend* 


12. 


- Claim 6: 




Means for representing the mth operation as the mth level 




of a search tree. 


13. 


- Claims 17 to 35, 38 and 39: 




Estimating means for estimating the cost of bending. 


14. 


- Claims 36 and 37: 




Means for setting a priority of proposed bends using 
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/210 



heuristics determined upon workpiece geometry. 
15.- Claims 40 to 43: 

Means for determining the time needed for bending 
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